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PREFACE. 



The Canon and Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures 
are subjects of the highest importance to every Chris- 
tian. The Divine Books contain the only information 
with respect to the salvation of sinners, and the duties, 
privileges, and hopes of the heirs of heaven. All that 
can be known of the mind of God, and of the future 
state of man, must be learned from them. The theo- 
ries of men, with respect to the things of God, and 
reasonings respecting revealed subjects, grounded on 
any other foundation but the divine declarations, are 
not only fallacious as far as concerns then: immediate 
objects, but prevent an accurate acquaintance with 
the ways of God, by opening innumerable devious 
paths, which deceitfully promise to lead to heavenly 
knowledge. 

The Bible not only contains things that are divinely 
accredited as true, but it contains all the truth on 
divine subjects that is accessible to man. Hence every 
thing that respects the particular books composing the 
Canon, and the inspiration of these books, is of the 
liveliest interest to every Christian. Whatever tends 
to invalidate the authority of any particular book of the 
Canon, or to add others to the number, ought to be met 
a 
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4 ^ PREFACE. 

with the most decided opposition, as threatening to rob 
us of the most precious revealed truth, or to impose on 
us the traditions of men as the commandments of God. 
To reject a book, whose authenticity rests on the 
authority of the Canon, is not only to give up the 
portion of divine truth which such book contains, but 
to take away the evidence of every other book standing 
on the same authority. If one book of the Canon is 
given up, how shall any other be retained on the 
authority of that Canon ? Is it a light thing to admit 
a principle that unsettles the evidence of every book 
of the Bible? Is it an innocent thing to charge as 
superfluous, unimportant, unholy, or unworthy of God, 
any thing that there is authority to held as his word ? 
What, then, shall be said of those Christiane, who have 
not only discovered an unbecoming facility in sur- 
rendering parts of the book of God, but have labored 
with the most strenuous exertions to unsettle the 
Canon, and have availed themselves of every resource, 
with which a perverse ingenuity could supply them, to 
degrade some of tho books that are as fully authenti- 
cated as any in that sacred collection ? 

In like manner, to recognize a book, not authentica- 
ted by the Canon, is to invalidate the authority of the 
Canon, and to lay a foundation for the admission of 
unaccredited books to an indefinite extent It ia ob- 
vious, ^at those who do so cannot be assured of the 
truths which they receive, nor that they have all re- 
vealed truths in the Bible. Such a mode of proceed- 
ing degrades the Word of God, unsetQes the faith of 
the Christian, and greatly mars his edification and 
comfort 
The inspiration of the Scriptures is a thing of equal 
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importance with the authority of the Canon. tfGodk 
not the author of them, in the fullest and most complete 
sense of that term, we cannot receive them as the word 
of God. The Scriptures so plainly assert their inspira- 
tion, that it is matter of astonishment that any who pro- 
fess to believe them should have denied it Yet many 
have contrived to hold the word, and to deny the thing 
itself. In this way, they perhaps hide even from them- 
selves the boldness of their unhallowed speculations. 
That inspiration extends to words, as well as to matter, 
is a thing so obvious, that it never could have been 
questioned, if those who deny it had not misled them- 
selves by their vain reasonings on the subject, or taken 
the contrary for granted without inquiry, oh the author- 
ity of others. A writing inspired by God, self-evident- 
ly implies in the very expression, that the words are 
the words of God ; and the common impression of man- 
kind coincides with this most entirely. That the in- 
spiration is in the matter, not in the words, that one 
part of Scripture is written with one kind or degree of 
inspiration, and another part with another kind or de- 
gree, is contrary to the phraseology, and totally without 
foundation in any part of the Scriptures themselves, 
and never could have suggested itself as a natural 
meaning of the word. This unholy invention is the 
figment of an ill-employed ingenuity, either to invali- . 
date some Scripture truths, or to repel some objections, 
which appeared otherwise unanswerable. It is an ex- 
pedient to serve a purpose, and as little to be approved, 
when it is used to defend the declarations of God, as 
when it is used to overturn them. Yet degrading 
views both of the Canon and Inspuration of the Scrip- 
tures too generally prevail ; and some writers of great 
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influence on the public mind, instead of correcting' 
these errors, lend their influence to their establish* 
ment 

The plenary inspiration of the Holy Scriptures is not 
only established by the most express passages in the 
way of direct authority, but it is a matter of no light 
consideration that there are no opposing passages on 
the other side. Hardly an error ever w^ maintained, 
but what could press some passage of the Word of 
God into its service, by the use of torture. , Indeed, 
very many important truths of the divine word are not. 
without their difficulties, from passages that afford a 
handle to human ignorance and human depravity. 
While these are always capable of a solution in perfect 
accordance with the truths to which, at first sight, they 
may appear to be opposed, they prove a test of our 
submission to the divine wisdom. They manifest the 
childlike disposition of the people of God ; but they 
are as gins and snares to the wisdom of this world, and 
the wise are taken by them in their own craftiness. 
As the contiguity of the Canaanites manifested the un- 
belief of the people of Israel, so these passages in the 
divine wisdom bring out into open avowal the enmity 
of men to the truth of God. But the inspiration of tlie 
Scriptures, in the words as well as in the matter, is not 
opposed by any difficulty of this kind ; and the authors 
of the low and derogatory view of the Word of God, 
which ascribes to it different degrees of insinration, 
cannot plead a single passage that will afford them even 
the shadow of support Their doctrine is bat a the- 
ory — a theory in opposition to the most express a)^ 
sertions of Scripture, and not countenanced by the 
allegation of a single text 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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Whence eomes the Bible? is a question in every 
way worthy of the deepest attention of the Christian. 
The grounds on which is rested the happiness of this 
world, and of the world to come, can never be too 
deeply examined. The title-deeds to so immense an 
inheritance, are worthy of the constant researches of 
;the life of man. 

To establish with the ntmost precision what are the 
'books belonging to the Canon of Scriptare, to fix the 
brand . of reprobation on all false pretenders to the 
honor of inspiration, and to vindicate the writings of 
'the Old Testament and the New, as the words of the 
Spirit of God, can at no period be a useless labor. 
But present circumstances add greatly to this impor- 
tance ; and recent events have discovered not only ig- 
norance on these subjects, where knowledge might 
. Iiave been expected, but opposition, even from the 
friends of the gospel. It is much to be regretted, that 
mnscriptural opinions concerning these subjects have 
long bee^ entertained, and have, of late, been advo- 
<;ated by persons, who might have been expected to be 
the most zealous in opposing their progress. The 
'Christian public are in the greater danger fix)m the 
infection of this heresy, because it is propagated by 
persons whom they have long been accustomed to re- 
gard as among the brightest ornaments of true religion. 
Had these dangerous opinions made their appearance 
in the works of Socinians, Christians would have stood 
*on their guard against them. But when the Canon is 
unsettled, and plenary inspiration is denied by men 
who profess to hold the distinguishing doctrines of the 
goBpeAj many will be misled. If, then, we are cooi- 
fiuuaded to 4S0Dtend earnestly for the faith once delivered 
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8 PEEFACB. 

to the saints, it is surely our duty to contend for the 
Canon and Inspiration of the Bible, by which only that 
faith can be ascertained. Our reverence for the Bible 
depends on our full conviction of the plenary inspira- 
tion of the Apostles and Prophets, and our being sat- 
isfied that our Bible exclusively contains their writings. 
On these subjects, the mind of every Christian should 
be fully informed and firmly established. Just views 
respecting them exalt our conceptions of the perfection 
of the Holy Scriptures, and tend to make us better 
acquainted with their contents. The opposite views 
have a contrary tendency, in a very high degree. 

While the natural opposition of fallen man to God 
leads some to open and avowed infidelity, it operates on 
a still greater number in the way of indifference to re- 
ligion. It leads them to be satisfied with very lax and 
general views on a subject to which they are indis- 
posed, but which they dare not altogether neglect 
Under the influence of this indifiference, many entertain 
no fixed views in regard to the Bible. They admit that 
the Scriptures conlain a revelation from God, and that 
many parts of them are, therefore, entitled to our utmost 
reverence ; but they do not perceive that all parts of the 
Bible, whether history, Tproyhecyy promises, or precepts, 
are so many integral and connected parts of one great 
whole, intimately connected with the cross of Christ, 
which forms the centre of revelation, without reference 
to which no part can be understood. They may read 
the history of Israel ; they may believe the facts re- 
corded, and yet remain completely unacquainted with 
the instruction conveyed. They may admire the Prov- 
erbs of Solomon as the dictates of the wisest of men ; 
they may denve benefit from them in the regulation of 
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their conduct in the world, while their aouls clea.ve to 
the dust, and they are treasuring up for themselves 
wrath against the day of wrath. They may read the 
predictions of the desolation of Tyre and Babylon; 
they may acknowledge the proof which these afford of 
the divine foreknowledge, while they remain utterly 
ignorant of the nature of that kingdom, to the establish- 
ment of which all such events were subservient, and 
with which every part of revelation is closely and in- 
separahly connected. But when God opens the under- 
standing to understand the Scriptures; when men are 
made to know that all the Prophets, both in the histoiy 
of the past and the predictions of the future, bear wit- 
ness to Christ, and that every circumstance recorded 
in the word of God is a part of the testimony of Jesus, 
then they are led to exclaim, <* O the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! " to pray with 
the Psalmist, *^ Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of thy Jaw;" and with the Apostle 
they follow on to apprehend Christ Jesus, the Lord, in 
the diligent study of every part of thtf Word of God. 

This naturally produces just views on the subject 
of inspiration. Unless the mind be misled by false 
teaching, or perverted by some unscriptural theory, it 
puts an end to idle and impious speculations about 
supernatural influence being unnecessary, when the 
sacred penmen are speaking of ^ common or civil af- 
fairs;" and about their mentioning *< common occur-, 
rences or things in an incidental manner, as any other 
plain and faithful men might do." We behold the Word 
of God composed of many parts, but forming one grand, 
connected system, like a building so admirably con- 
fltructed that every stone increases its beauty and sta- 
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bility, and not one of which could be removed without 
injury. We behold the wisdom of God in employing 
so many persons to labor in distant ages, and in differ- 
ent departments, producing in their various composi- 
tions a revelation of his will, complete in all its parts, 
and distinguished by the most perfect unity, without 
the shadow of discrepancy, redundancy, or deficiency. 
From not perceivmg this, some attach different degrees 
of authority to different parts of Scripture. In the same 
way, many prefer the discourses of Jesus to the other 
portions of the New Testament, although, when about 
to leave the world, he informed his Apostles that there 
were many things which at present they could not 
bear, but which he would afterwards communicate to 
them by the teaching of his Spirit According to his 
promise, he endued them with power from on high ; 
and, consequently, in their writings, we have the com- 
pletion of divine revelation, the exhibition of the great 
salvation which at the first began to be spoken by the 
Lord, and which he more fully explained by speaking 
in his Apostles. ^ Cor. xiii. 3. 

It is the object of the following pages to exhibit the 
abundant evidence by which the authenticity of the 
books of the Old and New Testaments is confirmed, 
and to prove that the inspiration to which the Scrip- 
tures lay claim, is, in the fullest sense, plenary in every 
part of them, extending both to the ideas and to the 
words in which these ideas are expressed. Hence the 
Scripture is described as the Word of God, and the 
words of which it is composed are represented as pro- 
ceeding out of his mouth. This language is conclusive 
on the subject ; and, hy directing the sacred writers to 
employ it, God has ascribed to himself whatever is 
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written in the Bible, and requires all to listen to his 
Word with the utmost reverence. Isa. 1, 3, 20. 

Two editions of this publication have already been 
sent into the world ; but the present is greatly enlarged. 
An account is added of the. apocryphal writings, In 
which a view is given of the reasons that forbid their 
being received along with the Word of God. Their 
usurpation of the place they have long occupied in the 
estimation of many, is traced to its origin, and their 
presumptUQUs claims to inspiration, or to any authority, 
are exploded. This is the more necessary, as many 
are but little acquainted with the manner in which 
these forgeries have obtained the situation they hold in 
the Bibles of Roman Catholics, and even of Protes- 
tants, or with the impiety of their contents. It is 
proved that the Apocrypha is not a part of God's Word, 
and that, instead of being a book of useful, though un- 
inspired instruction, it is a book of imposture and de- 
structive delusion. 
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PART FIRST. 

THE GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY 
OP THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.* 



CHAPTER I. 

THE OLD TESTAaiENT. 



The iwriod durin|[ -which the truths were revealed. — Reason that a 
written revelation was not sooner made. — Origin of the Pentateuch 
and other^ Books of the Old Testament. — How regarded hy the 
Jews, the Samaritans, and the Alexandrian Greeks. — Testimony of 
Josephus. — Authenticit;^ of the Old Testament confirmed from hea- 
then writers ; from the history of the Jews ; from their customs and 
present state. — Cosin on the canon of the Old Testament ; when it 
WHS fixed. — Recognized by Christ, the AposUes, and the early 
Christian writers. — Internal evidence. 



The Bible, which contains the account of the 
origin, progress, and nature of the Christian re- 
ligion, is the production, not of one period, but 
of many ages. The writers of it succeeded each 
other, during the space of above 1500 years. The 
Scriptures of the Old Testament far exceed, in 
antiquity, all other historical records. Moses, who 
wrote the first five books, lived more than 1000 
years before Herodotus, (445 B. C.) the father 
of Grecian history; and rather earlier than the 

* A genuine book is one written by the person whose name 
it bears, as the author of it. An authentic book is one that re- 
lates matters of fact, as they really happened. 
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Revelation, — why not made sooner. 

time of Herodotus, Ezra and Nehemiah completed 
the historical part of the Old Testament Scriptures. 

The longevity of the first generations of men, 
which accelerated the population of the world 
from a single pair, rendered a written revela- 
tion, between the fall of man and the promulga- 
tion of the law at Sinai, less necessary, as the 
knowledge of the Divine will was, during that pe- 
riod, transmitted from one age to another, by very 
few individuals. From Adam to Moses, although 
a space of about 2500 years, it passed through 
only four intermediate persons. In all that time, 
God made himself known by visible interpositions 
and signs, as in the cases of Cain and Babel ; and 
held direct communication with prophets, who 
were revered as such by the people among whom 
tbey lived, which preserved his truth from being 
corrupted. Thus it was sufficiently early in the 
days of Moses, permanently to record that au- 
thentic revelation which was then delivered. But, 
at that period, when the age of man was reduced 
nearly to its present limits, God separated a peo- 
ple from the nations, and gaye them such an es^ 
tablishment, that full security was afforded for 
preserving entire his written word. 

Moses, who, at the giving of the law, acted the 
part of a mediator between God and the people 
of Israel, was called up to Mount Sinai, where 
he received those laws and institutions that were 
then enjoined. These, together with a history 
of the creation, and of whatever, from the begin- 
fting, was necessary for the instruction of the peo* 
pie of Qod, were committed by him to writmg, 
in five books, and, dq^ited in the tabernacle bj 
the side of the ark. 
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How regarded by tlie Jews and Samaritans. 

These five books, called the Book of the Law, 
and also known by the name of the Pentateuch, 
(or five volumes,) constituted the first part of the 
sacred records, and include the history of about 
2550 years. The law was read every Sabbath 
day in the synagogues, and again solemnly every 
seventh year. The king was required to copy it, 
and the people were commanded to teach it to 
their children, and to bear it as " signs upon their 
hands, and frontlets between their eyes." The 
remaining books * of the Old Testament, composed 
by different writers, carry the history of Israel 
beyond the Babylonish captivity, and contain the 
messages of a succession of prophets till 420 
years before the coming of Christ, when, at the 
distance of about 1030 years from Moses, Malachi, 
the last of the prophets, wrote. 

The books which compose the Old Testament 
Scriptures, were held by the Jews, in every age, to 
be the genuine works of those persons to whom 
they are ascribed ; and they have also been, uni- 
versally and exclusively, without any addition or 
exception, considered by them as written under 
the immediate influence of the Spirit of God. 
They preserved them with the greatest veneration ; 
and, at the same time, carefully guarded against 
receiving any apocryphal or uninspired books* 
While the Jews were divided into various sects^ 
which stood in the most direct opposition to each 
other, there never was any difK^rence among them 
respecting the authority of the sacred writings.t 

* The exact time when the book of Job was written is not 
known. 

t That the Sadducees did not, as has been sometimes asserted, 
tejeei the prophets, has been conchislvely proved by Jortin* 
Mem. OH EceUtu Hif. i. 43d''»447. — Efiu 
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Testimony of Josepbus. 

The five books of Moses were also preserved 
by the Samaritans, who received them nearly 700 
years before the coming of Christ. Whatever 
disagreement, in other respects, subsisted between 
them and the Jews, and however violent their 
enmity against each other, they perfectly united 
in admitti'ig the authenticity and inspiration of 
the law of Moses, which they both adopted as their 
religious rule. In addition to all this, the whole 
of the Old Testament was translated into Greek ;* 
a language which, from the time of Alexander's 
conquests, was commonly understood by the na- 
tions of the world. Thus^ Jews, Samaritans, and 
all the civilized world, had access to these sacred 
books, which prevented the possibility of their 
being either corrupted or altered without its being 
generally known. 

We are assured by Josephus, the Jewish his- 
torian, who was born about five years after the 
death of Christ, and who lived in the time of the 
Apostles, that the Jews acknowledged no books 
as Divine, but twenty-two. '* We have not," he 
says, " an innumerable multitude of books among 
us, disagreeing from, and contradicting one an- 
other, (as the Greeks have,) but only twenty-two 
Books, which contain the records of all the past 
times ; which are justly believed to be Divine. 
And of them five belong to Moses, which contain 
his laws, and the traditions of the origin of man- 
kind till his death. This interval oif time was 
little short of 3900 years. But as to the time 
from the death of Moses till the reign of Arta- 

* " The vergion of the Seventy, made at Alexandria, probably 
at diflfereiU times during the centuries immediately preceding the 
Chrisliau era." — Rob. Pre/, to New Test. Lexicon. 
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xerxes, King of Persia, who reigoed after Xerxes, 
the prophets who were after Moses wrote down 
what was done in their times in thirteen books. 
The remaining foi;ir Books contain hymns to 
God, and precepts for the conduct of human life. 
It is true, our history hath been written since 
Artaxerxes very particularly, but hath not been 
esteemed of the like authority with the former by 
our forefathers, because there hath not been an 
exact succession of prophets since that time ; and 
how firmly we have given credit to these books 
of our own nation, is evident by what we do ; for, 
during so many ages as have already passed, no 
one hath been so bold as either to add any thing 
to them, to take any thing from them, or to make 
any change in them ; but it is become natural to all 
Jews, immediately, and from their very birth, to 
esteem these Books to contain Divine doctrines, 
and to persist in them, and, if occasion be, Willing- 
ly to die for them." — Josephus, ed. 1784, vol. ii. 
361. The Books here referred to are precisely 
the same that from the beginning have been re- 
ceived by Christians, and that are. still acknowl-* 
edged by the modern Jews, concerning whose 
undivided attachment to them, all that is here 
asserted by Josephus is verified to the present 
day. 

The authenticity of the Old Testament Scrip* 
tures, against which there is no contradictory 
testimony, is confirmed by many collateral evi- 
dences of customs, traditions, and natural ap* 
pearances, which have been collected from every 
part of the world. It is likewise supported by all 
the notices to be found respecting them in the 
most ancient Heathen historians. Josephus ap- 
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Authenticity conBrmed from Heathen writers, 

peals to the public records of different nations, 
and to a gr.eut number of books extant in his time, 
but now lost, as indisputable evidence, in the 
opinion pf the Heathen world, for the truth of the 
most remarkable events related in his History, the 
account of the early periods of which he professes 
to have taken principally from the Pentateuch. 
Porphyry, one of ihe most acute and learned of 
the early enemies of Christianity, admitted the 
genuineness of the Pentateuch, and acknowledged 
that Moses was prior to the Phoenician Saucho- 
niathon, who lived before the Trojan war. He 
even contended for the truth of Sanchoniathon's 
account of the Jews, from its coincidence with 
the Mosiac history. Nor was the genuineness of 
the Pentateuch denied, by any of the numerous 
writers against the Gospel, in the first four centu- 
ries, although the Christian fathers constantly ap- 
pealed to the history and prophecies of the Old 
Testament in support of the divine origin of the 
doctrines which they taught. The power of histori- 
cal truth compelled the Emperor Julian, whose favor 
to the Jews appears to have proceeded only from 
his hostility to the Christians, to acknowledge, that 
persons instructed by the Spirit of God once lived 
among the Israelites; and to confess that the 
books which bore the name of Moses were gen- 
uine ; and that the facts which they contained 
were worthy of credit. 

Of the genuineness and authenticity of their 
Scriptures, the Jews had the strongest evidence, 
which produced a corresponding impression. The 
five books of Moses are addressed to the Israelites 
as his contemporaries ; and had they not been both 
genuine and authentic, they never could have 
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and from the history of the Jews. 

been imposed ou his countrymen, whose religion 
. and government were founded upon them. The 
transactions of their own times were narrated by 
the several writers of the other books, and the 
truth of their respective histories was witnessed 
by all their countrymen who lived at the same 
period. The plainest directions were given for 
ascertaining the truth of the mission of all who de- 
clared themselves prophets, those who were sent 
being furnished with ample credentials, while every 
one who pretended to deliver the messages of God 
without these credentials was to be put to death. 
Deut. xviii. 20. And although false prophets did 
arise, and for a time obtained a degree of influence, 
their wickedness was exposed by the failure of their 
predictions, or by the judgments inflicted on them, 
as in the case of Hananiah. Jer. xxviii. 17. 
From the miracles, too, which the people of Israel 
constantly witnessed, as well as the fulfilment of 
the prophecies which was all along taking place, 
they had complete proof that the true prophets 
wrote by the authority of God himself During 
the whole period from Moses to Malachi, a succes- 
sion of them was raised up, under whose direction 
the Word of God was infallibly distinguished from 
all counterfeits ; and by their means, in connection 
with the visible interference of the God of Israel 
in punishing those who made the people trust 
in a lie, the Scriptures were preserved pure and 
unadulterated. 

These books are handed down to us by that 
nation, whose history they record with an im- 
partiality for which we shall seek in vain in the 
annals of any other historians. There are here no 
national prejudices, and no attempts at embellish- 
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Authenticity eonfirmod 

ment. The history of the people of Israel is 
recorded by the uncompromising hand of truth. 
Their ingratitude and their obstinacy are alike ex- 
posed ; their sinful incredulity on many occasions 
IS published ; their virtues are not magnified, and 
their courage is not extolled. This history con- 
tains an account, not in confused traditions, but 
in minute detail of time, place, and circum- 
stances, of great public facts transacted in the 
presence of the whole people, in which they were 
actors, and of which permanent memorials were in- 
stituted at the time when they occurred.* These 
facts involved their submission to a religion entirely 
different from that of all the surrounding nations, 

* Mr. Leslie, who writes on Deism; in proving the authenticity 
of thft books of Mosos^ lavs down the following roles as a test of 
truth, which all meet in these books. Wherever they do meet, 
what they refer to, he affirms, cannot be false. On the contrary, 
they cannot possibly meet in any imposture whatever. 

** 1. That the matter of fact be such, that men's outward senses, 
their eyes and ears, may be judg^es of it. 

" 2. That it be done publicly in the face of the world. 

** 3. That not only public monuments be kept in memory of it, 
but some outward actions be perfonned. 

** 4. That such monuments, and such actions, or observances, 
be instituted, and do commence from the time tnat the matter of 
fftct was dene. 

^'Tbe two first rules make it impossible for any such matter 
of fact to be imposed on men at the time when said to be done, 
because every man's eyes and senses would contradict it The 
two last rules render it impossible that the matter of fact should 
be invented and imposed some time aller." 

After pravinff, in a variety of ways, that all his four rules meet 
in the books of Moses, he observes : — '' You may challenge the 
whole world to show any action that is fabulous, which h^s all the 
four rules or marks before mentioned. It is itnposnbU. — I do 
not say that every thing which wants these four marks is false, 
l^ut that nothing can beJhUe which has tlxent aUJ* 

It is said that Dr. Middleton endeavored for twenty years to 
find out some pretended fact to which Mr. Leslie's four rules 
eeold be applied, but without suceest. 
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which laid them under great and painful restraints, 
and to laws and institutions, which, while they 
secluded them from the rest of mankind, exposed 
them to their utmost detestation and contempt* 
Had such facts never taken place, they could not 
at any period have been forced upon the belief 
of a whole nation, so as to be ever afterwards 
acknowledged by them, without one dissenting 
voice. It is a striking singularity in their laws, 
that they were promulgated not from time to time, 
but in one written code, and were permanently 
binding both on the rulers and the people, never 
to be in any respect either altered or added to. 

Nor are the Jews alone referred to as witnesses 
of some of the most important of those transac- 
tions, the scene of which is not laid in an obscure 
corner, but in the midst of the most civilized 
nations -of the world. The entrance of their 
ancestors into Egypt ; their continuance for cen- 
turies, and increase there ; the manner in which 
they were oppressed ; the causes of their being 
suffered to depart, and the awful catastrophe 
which accompanied that departure, are facts in 
which the people of Egypt were equally impli- 
cated with* themselves. Their subsequent con- 
tinuance during forty years in an uncultivated 
desert ; their invasion of Palestine ; the long- 
continued contest, and their final occupation of 
that land, — were public and permanent facts, 
brought home to the inhabitants of that country, 
who lived in the centre of the civilized world. 
The train of the history, too, which, as well as the 
style and tendency of all the separate books, is 
entirely consistent with itself, proceeds in so 
imifoim a manner, and one thing so ttaturally 
3 
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Authenticity coafirmed from the present state of the Jews. 

rises out of another, that unless on the supposition 
of what goes before, that which follows cannot 
be accounted for. This remark holds good with 
respect to the state of the Jews even to this day ; 
and all that is recorded is necessary to explain their 
present unexampled situation. Impressed with an 
unalterable conviction of their divine origin, they 
have, at the expense of every thing dear to men, 
tenaciously adhered, as far as circumstances per- 
mit, to the outward form of the religion, the laws, 
and the institutions engrossed in their sacred 
records. And although they themselves are con- 
demned by these books, and know that they are 
employed to support a system which they mortally 
hate, they have, under all circumstances, down to 
the present hour, continued to be faithful deposita- 
ries of the Old Testament Scriptures. 

** The honor and privilege," says Bishop Cosin, 
in his history of the Canon of the Holy Scripture, 
** which th^ posterity of Jacob some time had, 
above all the world besides, was to be that pe- 
culiar people of God, to whom he was pleased 
to make his laws and his Scriptures known ; nor 
was there then any other church but theirs, or any 
other oracles of God, than what were committed 
to them. For they had all that were then extant, 
and all written in their own language. 

" These they divided into three several classes, 
whereof the first comprehended the five books 
OF Moses ; the second, all the Prophets ; and 
the third, those writings which they call the CAe- 
thubim^ or books that were written by the holy 
men of God, who were not so properly to be ranked 
among the Prophets ; from whom both the Jive 
Books of Moses and these Chcihubim were distin- 
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List of Books. 



guished, because, howsoever they were all written 
by the same prophetical spirit and instinct, which 
the Books of the Prophets were, yet Moses hav- 
ing been their special lawgiver, and the writers 
of these other books having had no public mission 
or office of Prophets, (for some of them were 
Kings, and others were great and potent persons 
in their times,) they gave each of them a pecu' 
liar class by themselves. 

" In this division as they reckoned Five Books 
in the first class, so in the second, they counted 
Eight, and in the third, Nine ; Two and Twenty 
in ail ; in number equal to the letters of- their AU 
phabet, and as fully comprehending all that was 
then needful to be known and believed, as the 
number of their letters did all that was requisite 
to be said or written. And hereof after this 
manner they made their enumeration : — 



r Genesis, 
I Exodus, 
The bookf of Motet ^ Leviticus, 
{ Numbers, 
1 Deuterooomy, 
r Joshua, 1 

I Judges and Ruth, | 
! Samuel, L and 3. 
I Kings, 1. and 2. J 
I Isaiah^ 

r Jeremiah, and his 
I Lamentations, 

Ezekiel, 

The book of the 13 

lesser Prophets, j 
'King David's Psalter, 

King Solomon's Proverbs, 

His book of tlie Preacher, 

His Song of Songs, 

The book of Job, 

The book of Daniel, 

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah, 

The book of Esther, 
,The book of Chronicles, 1. and S. 



Four books of the | 
former Prophets 



Four books of the 
latter Propheti 



And the rest of the 
Holy Writara 



V. 



VIII. 



► IX. 



XXIL 



d by Google 



38 GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY. [Pt. I. 

Cosiu on tiie Canon. 

" Which last Book of the Chronicles, contain- 
ing the sum of all their former histories, and 
reaching from the creation of the world to their 
return from Babylon, is a perfect epitome of all 
the Old Testament, and therefore not unfitly so 
placed by them, as that it concluded and closed 
up their whole Bible.'' 

"Other divisions of these books were after- 
wards made, and the order of them was somewhat 
altered, (as in divers respects they may well be,) 
but the BOOKS were still the same ; and as the num^ 
her of them was never augmented, during the 
time of the Old Testament, so there were no 
additional pieces brought in, or set to any of them 
at all." 

" It is generally received, that after the return 
of the Jews from their captivity in Babylon, all 
the BOOKS of the Scripture having been revised 
by Ezra, (then their priest and their leader,) who 
digested them likewise into those several classes 
before rehearsed, were by him, and the Prophets 
of God that lived with him, consigned and de- 
livered over to all posterity. But this is sure, 
that after his age, and the time of the prophet 
Malachi, (who was one among those that prophe- 
sied in that time,) there were no more prophets 
heard of among the Jews till the time of St. John 
the Baptist, and therefore no more prophetical 
and divine Scriptures between them." 

" The BOOKS then of the Old Testament, such 
and so many as they were after the captivity of 
Babylon, in the time of Esdras, (Ezra,) the same 
and so many being accurately preserved by the 
Jews, and continuing among them unto the time 
of our blessed Saviour, (as they do likewise still 
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When it was fixod. 

unto this very day,) without any addition, diminu- 
tion, or alteration, descended to the Christians" 

Nothing, then, can be better authenticated than 
the canon* of the Old Testament, as we now pos- 
sess it. We have the fullest evidence that it was 
fixed during the centuries preceding the Chris- 
tian era, when, as has been noticed, the Greek 
translation, called the Septuagint, was executed 
at Alexandria, the books of which were the same 
as in our Bible. And as no authentic records 
of a more ancient date are extant, it is impossible 
to ascend higher in search of testimony. As 
held by the Jews in the days of Jesus Christ, their 
canon was the same as when that translation was 
made, and it has since then been retained by 
them without any variation, though, by separating 
books formerly united, they increase their num- 
ber. The integrity and divine original of these 
Scriptures are thus authenticated by a whole 
nation, — the most ancient that exists, — who 
have preserved them and borne their testimony to 
them from the time of, Moses down to the pres^ 
ent day. That nation was selected by God him- 
self to be his witnesses, (Isaiah xliii. 10,) to whom 
he committed ** the lively oracles," and amidst 
all their wickedness he prevented them from be- 
traying their trust, the Jews never having given 
admission into their canon to any other books but 
to those which by his prophets and servants were 
delivered to them. 

In addition to the unanimous testimony of the 
Jewish nation to the genuineness and authenticity 

* The word canon signifies a rule or a law. Hence the books 
of the Holy Scriptures taken together are called the canon, 
as designed by Oo<l to be the rule of our faith aud practice. 
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It was recognized by Chri«t, 

of the Old Testament Scriptures, of which they 
had been constituted the depositaries, we have 
the decisive attestation of the Son of God. Jesus 
Christ, who appeared on earth 1500 years after 
Moses, the first of the prophets, and 400 years 
after Malachi, the last of then), bore his testimo- 
ny to the sacred canon as held by the Jews in 
his time, and recorded it by his holy Apostles. 
Among all the evils with which he charged the 
Jews, he never once intimated that they had in 
any degree corrupted the canon either by addi- 
tion, or diminution, or alteration. Since with so 
much zeal he purged the Temple, and so often 
and sharply reprehended the Jews for perverting 
the true sense of the Scriptures, much more, we 
may be assured, would he have condemned them, 
if they had tampered with or vitiated these sacred 
writings; but of this he never accused them. 
By often referring to the ** Scriptures," which he 
declared '' cannot be broken," the Lord Jesus 
Christ has given his full attestation to the whole 
of them, as the unadulterated word of God. 
" Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life, and they are they which testify 
efmeJ* Here he warrants, in the most explicit 
manner, the canon of the Hebrew Scriptures. 
He told the Jews that they made the word of God 
of none effect through their traditions. By calling 
them the word of God, he indicated that these 
Scriptures proceeded from God himself. In his 
conversation with the disciples going to Eromaus, 
when, " beginning at Moses and all the Prophets^ 
he expounded to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself* he gave the most ex- 
press testimony to every one of the books of the 
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'Old Testament canon. Just before his ascension, 
he said to his Apostles, ** These are the words 
which I spake unto you while I was yet with you, 
that aU things must he fulfilled which user e written 
in the law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in 
the Psalms, concerning meJ' By thus adopting 
the common division of the Law, and the Proph- 
ets, and the Psalms, which comprehended all the 
Hebrew Scriptures, (to which division Josephus, 
as we have seen, refers,) he ratified and sanctioned 
with his authority the canon of the Old Testa- 
ment, as it was received by the Jews; and by 
declaring that these books contained prophecies 
which must be fulfilled, he established their di- 
vine inspiration, since God alone can enable men 
to foretell future events. 

The same testimony is repeated by the Apos- 
tles, who constantly appeal to the Jewish Scrip- 
tures as " the lively oracles " of God. Refierring 
to the whole of the Old Testament, Paul declares, 
that " all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God," The term "Scripture," or "the Scrip- 
tures," (the writings,) was then, as it is still, ap- 
propriated to the written word of God, as both 
the Old Testament and the New are now, by way 
of eminence and distinction, called the Bible, or 
the Book. The same Apostle recognizes the 
entire canon of the Jews, when he says, " unto 
them were committed the oracles of God." The 
fidelity of the Jews to their trust is here asserted 
by Paul; and those to whom he writes are re- 
quired to acknowledge the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament as of divine authority. While the 
Apostles affirmed that they spoke ^* not the words 
which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
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Ghost teacheth^'' they uniformly referred to the 
OJd Testament Scriptures, as of equal authority 
with those of the New Testament, hoth of which, 
as commissioned by their divine Master, they 
have delivered over to the Christian Church as 
the *' word of God/' Indeed, so manifestly is it 
the object of the Apostles to establish the divine 
authority of the Old Testament, that though they 
were as fully inspired and accredited as the an- 
cient prophets, or former servants of God, and 
could establish the truth of any thing they taught 
by the miracles which they performed, yet they 
reasoned out of the OJd Testament Scriptures, 
proving and alleging from them the truth of what 
they declared. Instead of professing to give 
authority to what was written in them, they uni- 
formly appealed to those writings as authority 
equal to their own. Paul declares that the Gos- 
pel of God, to which he was separated as an 
Apostle, was that *' which he had promised afore 
hy his prophets in the Holy Scriptures." — Rom. 
i. 2.* Here, where Paul asserts his Apostolic 

* Much important matter is contained in this verse. The 
Apostle here tacitly repels the accusation of the Jews, that tlie 
Gospel was a novel doctrine. He shows that the Old I'estament 
is the promise of the New, and that the New is the fulfilment of 
the Old — by its prophecies which foretold a new covenant — by 
all that it promised concerning^ the Messiah — by all its les:al 
institutions which contained in themselves the promises which 
they prefigured — by the whole economy of the law which pre- 
parea men for the reception of the Gospel — by all the revela- 
tions of grace and mercy which contained the Gospel in sub- 
stance, and, conseqnenlly, promised its more full development. 
He also repels the accusation, that the Apostles were enemies to 
Moses and the Prophets ; showing, on the other hand, that there 
was a complete agreement betwixt them. He establishes the 
authority of the Prophets and the inspiration of the Scriptures, 
by declaring that it was God himself who spoke in them. He 
MOWS whence we are to take the true word of God aiid of hit 
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especially in Rom. i. 2. 

commission, he gives the whole weight of his 
Apostolic authority to the ancient Scriptures, 
which he denominates " Holy writings/' in which 
God, he affirms, had recorded his promises by his 
prophets. When the same Apostle declares, that 
*^ whatsoever thitigs were written aforetime were 
written for our learning ; that we, through pa- 
tience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have 
hope" he gives his attestation to the whole of the 
sacred writings. 

From the important connection that subsists 
between the Old Testament and the New, the 
early Christian writers carefully examined the 
Jewish Scriptures, and have given distinct cata- 
logues of these books, precisely the same as we 
now receive, and as they are still retained by the 
Jews. Melito, bishop of Sardis, travelled in the 
second century into Palestine, on purpose to in- 
vestigate the subject. His catalogue, which is 
preserved by Eusebius, contains the canonical 
books of the Old Testament, and no more. He 
names the several books, comprehending under 
the Book of Ezra, those of Nehemiah and Esther, 
to which they were commonly annexed, these 
three being by many accounted but one book. 
In the Jewish list, the Book of Nehemiah, only, 
was joined to Esther, as the Book of Lamenta- 
tions was also annexed to Jeremiah ; but the 

ProphetS; not from verbal tradition, which must be uncertain and 
fluctuating, but from the written word, which is certain and per- 
manent. He teaches that we ought constantly to have recourse 
to the Scriptures ; for that all in religion which is not found in 
them, is really novel, although it may have been received for 
many ages ; but that what is found there is really ancient, al- 
though men may have for a long time lost sight of it. Such are ' 
the great truths contained in this compendious verse. 
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Beeognitlon of the Old Testament by early Christian writers. 

Book of Esther was never wanting in the canon 
of the Jews. The learned Origen, in the third 
century, gives a catalogue of the Jewish Scrip- 
tures, and says, that "the canonical books of 
Scripture contained in the Old Testament, are 
twenty and two in number, which the Hebrews 
• have left unto us, according to the number of 
letters which they have in their alphabet." Atha- 
nasius also, in the fourth century, specifies the 
twenty-two books, and, naming them one after 
another, in the same order in which they now 
stand, says, that " they are received by the whole 
church." Hilary of Poictiers, and many writers 
in the same century, affirm that these books alone 
were received as canonical. This fact is con- 
firmed by the Council of Laodicea, which met in 
the year 363, and gave a list of the twenty-two 
books, the same as have been received both by 
Jews and Christians. 

Nothing can be more satisfactory and conclu- 
sive than all the parts of the foregoing evidence 
of the authenticity and integrity of the Canon of 
the Old Testament Scriptures. The Jews, to 
whom they were first committed, never varied re- 
specting them ; while they have been fully recog- 
nized by the Lord and his Apostles, and, conse- 
quently, their authenticity is established by ex- 
press revelation. And that we now possess them 
as thus delivered and authenticated, we have the 
concurrent testimony of the whole succession of 
the most distinguished early Christian writers, as 
well as of the Jews to this day,'who, in every age, 
and in all countries, the most remote from one 
another, have constantly been in the practice of 
reading them in their synagogues. 
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Interoal evidence. 

The Scriptures of the Old Testament that have 
heen thus so faithfully preserved, and so fully at- 
tested, contain the most satisfactory and convincing 
internal evidences of their truth. The character 
of God which they exhibit, nowhere delineated in 
the writings of any of the wisest of this world unen- 
lightened by revelation, is such as carries with it 
its own confirmation. The character they give 
of man is verified in the history of every nation, 
and of each individual. The majesty, purity, and 
suitableness to the condition of man, of the doc- 
trine they contain — the soundness and unrivalled 
excellence of the moral precepts they inculcate, 
and the glory of the succeeding dispensation 
which, towards their close, they point out with 
increasing clearness; and all this confirmed and 
verified in the minutest particulars by the New 
Testament Scriptures — form a body of internal 
evidence, to which nothing but the deep corrup- 
tion of the human heart, and the enmity of the. 
carnal mind against God, could render any one 
insensible. 
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CHAPTER II. 

APOCRYPHA. 

Its preteniions. — Circumstances of its origin. — Lacks external evi> 
dence. — Its style, narrations, and doctrines. — It ascribes to alms 
power to atone for sin. — Its autliors were impostors. — Deemed 
canonical gradually. — Not noticed by Justin. — Testimony of Eu- 
sebius, Athanasius, Cyril, the council at Laodicea, Jerome, Epipha> 
nius and Ruiinus. — First admitted to the canon, A. D. 397, by the 
tliird council of Carthag^e. — Ground of this procedure. — Council 
of Trent. — Prospect that the Apocrypha will be excluded from com- 
mon editions. — Remarks of Bishop Hall. — Attempts to prove, 
some parts of the Jewish Scriptures not canonical. . 

In course of time, and in the progress of that 
corruption in the churches which soon began 
to work, the sacred canon was defiled by the 
addition and even intermixture of other books, 
which, through the unfaithfulness of Christians, 
were admitted first as of secondary, and at length 
by many as of equal authority and consideration 
with those of which it was composed. 

These books were called Apocryphal, and are 
supposed to have been so denominated from the 
Greek word anoxQvmw, to hide — to conceal, which 
is expressive of the uncertainty and concealed 
nature of their origin. Who their authors were 
is not known. They were written subsequently 
to the cessation of the prophetic spirit in the time 
of Malachi, who closed his testimony by remind- 
ing the people of Israel of the authority of the law 
of Moses, and intimating that, afler himself, no 
prophet was to arise until the harbinger of the 
Messiah should appear. They were not written 
in the Hebrew language, in which all the books 
of the Old Testament were originally composed^ 
with the exception of a few passages in Jeremiah^ 
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Daniel, Ezra, and Esther, which were written in 
Chaldee. Both Philo and Josephus, who flour- 
ished in the first century of the Christian erif, are 
altogether silent concerning these spurious books, 
which were not contained in the Septuagint ver- 
sion, as set forth by the translators under Ptole- 
my;* and they furm no part of those sacred 
writings committed by God to the Jews, univer- 
sally acknowledged, and preserved by them entire. 
Above all, they have not received, like these holy 
writings, the attestation of Jesus Christ, and his 
Apostles, placing upon them the broad seal of 
heaven, who have never once quoted them. A 
real and essential difference was constantly main- 
tained by the early Christians between them and 
the canonical books; and it was not till the fourth 
century, when the churches had become exceed- 
ingly corrupt both in faith and practice, that they 
came to be permitted to appear with the canon. 

The Apocryphal books, though not admitted by 
the first Christian writers, or churches, to have 
any authority in matters of faith, yet claim for 
themselves that authority, and even arrogate an 
equality with the sacred Scriptures, to which 
they were at length advanced by the church of 

* " Of ihe Greek SejituagifU Bible, (as it was first set forth in 
the timeof PlolemaeusPhila^elphus,) S<. ^«^<s<m acknowledeed 
oo more Bonks than what were then translated out of the Hc' 
brew copies sent from Jertisalem, where neither Tobit nor Jvditk, 
nor any of that class , were to be found j for (whatever Genebrard 
saith ol" bis own head to the contrary) those additional writings 
were brougfht in aAerwards. and used only by the Hellenist Jews 
abroad at Babylon and Alexandria^ from whom they were, in 
(tn^e folkiwing, commended to be read by the Christians^ but 
never made e^l with the otlier sacred Scnpttires, as they are 
now set forth m the Romqn Septua^sint by the authority of Six- 
ius Quintus, which is an edition of thai Bible many ways de- 
praved." — Cosi N, p. 98. 

4 
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Pretensions of the Apocrypha 

Rome. They present themselves to the world as 
a part of the Word of God, sometimes communi- 
cated immediately by himself, sometimes conveyed 
through the medium of angels, who are represented 
as standing before him. The claim to inspiration 
is not more exjDlicitly asserted by the writers of 
the Scriptures, than by some of the authors of the 
Apocryphal books. 'No higher demand for at- 
tention to their messages can be made by holy 
prophets and apostles, than when they affirm, 
" Thus saith the Lord." Yet this is the language 
in which men are addressed by these authors. 
They " ha,m daubed them with tmtempered mortar, 
seeing vanity , and divining lies unto them, saying, 
Thus saith the Lord God, when the Lord hath 
not spoken" Ezek. xxii. 28. 

In the second book of Esdras, the writer, having 
commenced by declaring his lineage, affirms, " The 
word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Go thy 
way, and show my people," &c. — " Speak thou 
therefore nnto them, saying. Thus saith the Lord^ 
— ''Thus saith the Almighty Lord," This ex- 
pression occurs four times in the first chapter. 
The second chapter opens with ''-Thus saith the 
Lord," which in the course of that chapter is 
repeated nine times ; and an angel is represented 
as speaking to the writer — " Then the angel said 
unto me. Go thy way, and tell my people what 
manner of things, and how great wonders of the 
Lord thy God thou hast seen." The rest of the 
book proceeds in the same strain, the author 
continuing to recite divine communications, made 
to himself as they had been to Moses. 

In the book of Baruch, ii. 21', it is written, 
''Thus saith the Lord," 
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to inopiration. 

In the book of Tobit, a long interview with an 
angel is related, who affirms that he is one of the 
holy angels who go in and out before the glory 
of the Holy One. " Now, therefore," says this 
angel, " give God thanks, for I go up to him that 
sent me, but write all things which are done in a 
book." Tobit, xii. 15. 20. God himself is often 
mtrodaced by the Apocryphal writers, as com- 
municating his will to them, and long speeches 
are ascribed to him.* Thus the writers of the 
Apocrypha come as the bearers of messages from. 
God, and as such they deliver them to mankind. 
They profess to communicate a portion of spirit- 
ual light not borrowed from the Holy Scriptures, 
but immediately derived from the source of light. 
In every sense of the word, these books present 
themselves as a part of Divine Revelation, and if 
they were what they pretend to be, would be 
entitled to equal attention and reverence with the 
Holy Scriptures. Here, then, there is no medium, 
and the conclusion is inevitaWe : — The Apocry^ 
pha is either an addition made to the Otd Testament 
Scriptures hy God himself y or it is the work of 
lying prophets. This important question ought, 
therefore, to be considered by every Christian ; 
and happily its solution is attended with no dif- 
ficulty. 

The Hebrew Scriptures come to us, as we have 
seen, with the fullest and most unequivocal attes- 
tations, that they are the oracles of God. On 
the other hand, if we examine the claim of the 
Apocryphal books, what do we observe ? External 

* The absurd, unintelligible speeches, replete with trifling 
nonsense, ascribed to God in different places, prove the Apoc- 
rypha to be not only a human but a most impious composition. 
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evidence of their constituting* a portion of divine 
revelation, they have none. The question, then, 
is, on this ground alone, even were there no other 
to which we could appeal, for ever decided against 
them. But in order to produce the fullest con- 
viction in the minds of all who know the truth as 
it is in Jesus, and to exclude every doubt, let us 
call another witness. We shall appeal, then, to the 
internal evidence of these writings. They contain 
within themselves their own condemnation. They 
are inconsistent, absurd, and contrary to the Word 
of God. 

Viewing the Apocryphal writings as standing 
by the side of the Holy Scriptures, what character 
do they present ? Do they offer any thing new, 
any thing that it might be of importance to know 
beyond what is contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament ? Do they teach us the 
way of God more perfectly ? This will not be 
pretended by any one. Do their histories, which 
they present to us as true, comport with the dignity 
of holy writ ? Do they possess internal marks of 
being authentic 1 Do they bear the character of 
a revelation from God, given for our instruction ? 
So far is this from being the case, that many of 
their narrations are incredible and self-contradic- 
tory, and others irreconcilably at variance with 
the canonical Scriptures. They are defiled with 
a variety of errors, vanities, low conceits, and 
other faults incident to human nature and human 
infirmity. While their style, far different from 
the grave and chaste simplicity, or the divine and 
spiritual majesty, of the pure, genuine Word of 
God, is deformed with levity, and affectation of 
worldly wisdom and eloquence. 
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Its style and narrations. 

The Apocryphal books are not only replete 
with absurdities, superstitions, and falsehoods, in 
their narrations, but also with false doctrines, 
directly opposed to the doctrine of the Holy 
Scriptures, such as those of purgatory and prayers 
for the dead. But, waiving for the present every 
other charge on this head against them, let us 
turn our attention to a single point of the last 
importance, which involves an answer to that most 
momentous of all questions — How shall man he 
just before God ? The Scriptures assure us, that 
if any man denies the doctrine of justification by 
faith without works, he becomes a debtor to do the 
whole law. What judgment, then, are we bound 
to form of a book which, openly contradicting this 
fundamental doctrine, and exhibiting another way 
of acceptance with God, makes void the whole plan 
of redemption ? On this one point, then, of the 
explicit contravention by the Apocryphal books 
of the grand Scripture doctrine of justification, let 
them be tried ; — that doctrine which is peculiar to 
the Christian religion, and unknown to every false 
one, which so remarkably illustrates and honors 
the finished work of the Redeemer — that doctrine 
of which God in his Word has affirmed, that the 
man who perverts it, Christ shall profit him noth- 

ing. . 

It is written in the Apocrypha, " Whoso honor' 
eth his father maketh an atonement for his sins ; " 
and again, ^* Water will quench afiainingfire, and 
alms maketh an atonement for sins. " Eccl. iii. 
3 — 30. Sentiments more directly opposed to the 
doctrine of the Holy Scriptures, more dishonorable 
to God, more contrary to his holiness, more de- 
rogatory to hia justice, or more fraught with mortal 
4* 
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poison, and more destructive to the souls of men, 
cannot be imagined. 

The apostle Paul solemnly declared to the 
churches of Galatia, that if -an angel from heaven 
should preach any other gospel than that which he 
had preached unto them, he should be accursed. 
That very occurrence which the apostle here 
supposes, has, according to the Apocrypha, been 
realized. An angel from heaven, it affirms, has 
descended and declared that he came from God. 
''/ ani Raphael y one of the seven holy angels^ which 
present the prayers of the saints, and which go in 
and out before the glory of the Holy One; — not 
of any favor of mine, but by the will of our God 
J came" Tobit xii. 15, 18. And that very 
doctrine does this angel explicitly contradict which 
the apostle so earnestly inculcated, accompanied 
with the solemn asseveration, that the curse of 
God should rest on any creature who dared to 
pervert it. **It is better" says this angel, "to 
give alms than to lay up gold; for abas doth 
deliver from death, and shall purge away all sin," 
Tobit xii. 8, 9. If the man or angel who shall 
preach another gospel than that which the Bible 
contains, is pronounced by the Holy Ghost to be 
accursed, then must this awful denunciation apply 
to a book, which, pretending to record the message 
of an angel from heaven, teaches another gospel. 
On the Apocrypha, therefore, does this anathema 
rest 

The writers, then, of the Apocryphal books, who 
tread down the pastures, and foul the residue of 
the waters with their feet, (Ezek. xxxiv. 18,) are, 
by confronting their doctrine with that of the holy 
Apostles, proved to be false prophets, against whom . 
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the wrath of God and many woes are denounced 
in Scripture. In opposition to their folly and 
wickedness, the Lord says, ^^ The prophet that hath 
a dream, let him tell a dream ; and he that hath my 
word, let him speak my word faithfully. What 
is the chaff to the wheat 1 saith the Lord. Is 
not my word like €is afire 7 saith the Lord; and 
like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces ? " 
Jer. xxii. 28. ^' The prophet which shall presume 
to speak a word in my name, which I have not 
commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the 
name of other gods, even that prophet shall die" 
Deut. xviii. 20. These and many other passages 
are pointedly applicable to the Apocrypha. The 
writers of it may be justly termed prophets of 
deceit, and of their own heart, that prophesy lies 
in the name of the Lord, '' saying, I have dreamed, 
I have dreamed" Jer. xxiii. 25. They have 
indeed imitated the style of the Scriptures, like 
the impostors concerning whom it is . written, 
" Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, 
saith the Lord, that steal my words every one 
from his neighbor. Behold, I am against the 
prophets, saith the Lord, that use their tongues, 
and say. He saith. Behold, I am against then^ 
that prophesy false dreams, saith the Lord, and 
do tell them, and cause my people to err by their 
Ues, and by their lightness ; yet I sent them not, 
nor commanded them: therefore they shall not 
profit this people at all, saith the Lord" Jer. 
xxiii. 30. << Thus saith the Lord God, Woe 
unto the foolish prophets, that follow their own 
spirit, (md have seen nothing ! — Have ye not 
seen a vain vision, and have ye not ^ken a lying 
dmaatioKf whereas ye say, The Lord saith it; 
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Mdt I have not spoken ? Therefore^ thus saith 
the Lord God, Because ye have spoken vanity^ 
and seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against you, 
saith the Lord God. And mine hand shall he 
upon the prophets that see vanity, and thai divine 
lies:' Ezek. xiii. 3, 7, 9. The Bible then, and 
the Apocrypha, stand in direct opposition in their 
doctrine, and the latter is denounced by the 
former, and lies under its heaviest anathemas. 
The Apocryphal books, when delivered to the 
people as part of the divine oracles, are calculated 
by their absurdities to make men Deists or Atheists 
rather than Christians, and by their false doctrines 
to cause their readers to wrest the Scriptures 
to their own destruction. As their introduction 
into the sacred canon has been the grand and 
crowning device of Satan for deceiving and 
corrupting the Christian world, and supporting 
the claims of the mother of harlots and abomi- 
nations of the earth, it will be proper to trace it 
from its origin. 

Although all the Apocryphal books had been 
called, by the first Christian writers, spurious and 
supposititious, as not being inspired, but, on the 
contrary, containing doctrines which subvert the 
very foundations of the Gospel, and of a sinner's 
acceptance before God, yet some of them were at 
length selected, as being supposed to be purer 
than the rest, and better entitled to be used in 
public readings and services, and, on this account, 
they received the name of Ecclesiastical or Church 
books. Of these, there was even formed a re- 
gister, or inferi(^ canon, to exclude such as were 
reckoned more erroneous or faulty; and this, in 
process of time, occasioned the name of canon- 



d by Google 



Ch. H.] APOCRYPHA. 45 

The procesn by which it came to be deemed canonical. 

ical to be given in common to the writings which 
were truly divine, and to those which were reck- 
oned the best of the Apocryphal books. The 
books of the first canon were esteemed to be 
divinely inspired, and to be the certain rule of 
faith. The Apocryphal books were reckoned to 
be instructive and useful, but were excluded from 
all authority in matters of faith, and in determina- 
tion of controversies ; and when they came to be 
permittedto be ^ead in the churches, the reader 
stood up in an inferior place.* It happened, how- 
ever, in the course of years, that all these Canon- 
ical and Apocryphal books were conjoined, and 
bound up together in one volume, for the greater 
facility of ecclesiastical use ; and for the purpose 
of uniting the historical parts with the historical, 
the proverbial with the proverbial, the doctrinal 
with the doctrinal, they were intermingled with 
one another, as at present in the Roman Catholic 
Bibles. But this practice obtained no sanction 
from the primitive churches, or the best and 
earliest of ^the Christian fathers, who, on the con- 
trary, strongly objected against it, and denied that 
these books were possessed of any authority. At 
the beginning, they were not acknowledged at all, 
nor admitted into any of the earlier catalogues 
of the Scriptures ; and their introduction to that 
place, which they afterwards unlawfully usurped, 
was slow and partial. 

* Au^stine, who lived in ihe fifth ceotury, relates, that wbea 
the Book of Wisdom, and other writings of the same class, were 
publicly read in the church, they were given to the readers or 
inferior ecclesiastical officers, who read them in a place lower 
than that in which those universally acknowledged to be the 
canonical, were read by the l/ishops and presbyters in a more 
eminent and conspicuous manner. 
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Not noticed by Justin. Testimony of Eusebius. 

Justin,* who suffered martyrdom for the Chris- 
tian faith, in the year 163, never, in any of his 
writings, cites a single passage of the Apocryphal 
books, nor makes the least mention of them in 
his conference with Trypho ; while he speaks of 
it as a special work of Divine Providence, that 
the Jews had been faithful preservers of the 
Scriptures. None of these books appear in the 
catalogue of the Old Testament Scriptures of 
Melito, Bishop of Sardis, in the second century, 
nor in that of Origen, in the third century. 

In the fourth century, Eusebius, who was Bish- 
op of Caesarea in the year 320, affirms that from 
the time of Jesus Christ, there were no sacred 
books of Holy Scripture, besides those which had 
been received into the canon of the Jewish and 
Christian churches. He had read the Apocryphal 
books, and makes frequent quotations from them 
as the writings of particular authors, but never 
acknowledges any of them as a part of the canon- 
ical Scriptures. He declares that the authors of 
those books which bear the names of the Wisdom 
of Solomon, and the Wisdom of the Son of Sirach, 
are writers contradicted, or not allowed in the 
canon. When Porphyry adduced some objections 
against him from the new pieces annexed to the 
book of Daniel, he said that he was not bound to 
defend them, because they had no authority of 
Holy Scripture. 

In the year 325, the first general council was 
held at Nice, at which were present 318 bishops, 
besides multitudes of other Christians, from^ all 

* For a particular account of the writings of the early Chris- 
tiaos, quoted in the following pages, see Lardner's works, where 
they will be found in their order. 
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Testimony of Athanasios and Cyril. 

the provinces and churches of the Roman Empire. 
That in the Scriptures they made use of, " there 
were none of the controverted books, appears," 
says Bishop Cosin, p. 42, ** by the evidence and 
attestation which both the Emperor, E'usebius, 
and Athanasius, (the chiefest actors in this coun- 
cil,) have hereunto given us." 

Athanasius, who flourished in the year 340, 
enumerates the books of the Old and New Testa- 
ment precisely as we now have them, and asserts 
that these alone are to be accounted the canoni- 
cal and authentic sacred writings, admitted by the 
Lord and his Apostles, and recognized by all the 
fathers and teachers of the church since the Apos- 
tolic age. At the same time he reproves those 
who had intermixed a number of the Apocryphal 
books with the catalogue of the acknowledged 
books of the Old Testament. 

" These things," says Cyril, who was Bishop 
of Jerusalem in the year 350, " we are taught by 
the divinely-inspired Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament. For there is one God of both 
Testaments, who in the Old Testament foretold 
the Christ who was manifested in the New. — 
Read the Divine Scriptures, the two-and-twenty 
books of the Old Testament, which were trans- 
lated by the seventy-two interpreters — read 
these two-and-twenty books, and have nothing to 
do with Apocryphal writings. These, and these 
only, do you carefully meditate upon, which we 
securely or openly read in the church. The 
Apostles and ancient bishops, governors of the 
church, who have delivered them to us, were 
wiser and holier men than thou. As a son of the 
churchy therefore, transgress not these bounds: 
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meditate upon the books of the Old Testament, 
which, as has been already said, are two-and- 
twenty ; and if you are desirous to learn, fix them 
in your memory, as I enumerate them, one by 
one." The list of these books Cyril subjoins; it 
is precisely the same as the Jewish canon which 
we receive.* 

The Council of Laodicea, which met in the 
year 363, prohibited the public reading of any 
books as sacred or inspired, except the canonical. 
In their 59th canon, it is declared, " that private 
psalms ought not to be read (or said) in the 
church, nor any books not canonical, but only the 
canonical books of the Old and New Testament." 

'* The Hebrews," says Jerom, who was ordained 
presbyter of Antioch about the year 378, " have 
two-and-twenty letters, and they have as many 
books of divine doctrine, for the instructitm of 
mankind." He next gives a list of these books, 
and then adds, " This prologue I write as a pref- 
ace to all the books to be translated by me from 
the Hebrew into Latin, that we may know that all 
the books that are not of this number, are to be 
reckoned Apocryphal. Therefore Wisdom, which 
is commonly called Solomon's, and the book of 

* '^ — although both he [Cyn\) at Jerusalenty and Athanasius 
at AUxandiia, together with other churches, had not the use of 
the Hebrew Bible among them, but kept themselves only to the 
Greek translation of iheuXX.f whereunto were afterwards com- 
monly added those ecclesiastical books which the Hellenist Jews 
first introduced, and received into their cuurches, that so all the 
most eminent books of religion written in the Greek tongue be- 
fore ChrisVs time might be pot together and cootained in one 
volume: yet, nevertheless, they were always careful to preserve 
the honor of the Hebrew canortf which consisted of XXU. books 
only, divinely inspired ; and accurately to distinguish them fron 
the re^f which bad but ecclesiastical cttttkoriby»" — CosiMj p. 64. 
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Jesus the Son of Sirach, and Judith, and Tobit, 
and the Shepherd, are not in the canon." In his . 
Latin translation, called the Vulgate, Jerom in- 
termingled the Apocryphal and inspired writings; 
but to prevent mistake, he prefixed to each book 
a short notice, in which the reader was distinctly 
informed of its character, and apprized that the 
Apocryphal writings were hot in the canon of 
Scripture. He says, that to meet the prejudices 
of tlie ignorant, he retained these " fables," which, 
though not in the Hebrew, were widely dispersed ; 
but he adds, that according to his custom, he had 
marked these Apocryphal intruders with a spit or 
dagger placed horizontally for the purpose of 
stabbing them.* In his lelter to Laeta, written 
about the year 398, giving her instructions con - 
cerning her daughter Paula, he advises that she 
fihould read the Scriptures, and in this order : first 
ihe Psalms, next the Proverbs, the Acts, and the 
JEpistJes of the Apostles. Afterwards she may 
jead the Prophets, the Pentateuch, the Kings and 
Chronicles, but no Apocryphal books ; or, if she 
does, she should first, by way of caution, be in- 
formed of their true character. Jerom speaks of 
the fables of Bel and the Dragon, and says that 
the Apocryphal books do not belong to those 
whose names they bear, and that they contain 

* After the third verse of the tenth chapter of Esther, where 
(he Apocryphal addition to that book commeQces, Jerom has in- 
serlea the followins; notice ; it is the ancient Vulgate to which he 
refers, wiiich was uie most common version of his time : — " Quae 
babeotur is Hebf«eo, pJena fide expressi. Hsee autem, quae se- 
quuntur, scripta reperi in editione vulgata, quse Greecorum lingua 
et litens ^ontinentur : et interim post finem libri hoc capitumm 
fere^tur : quod jojcta consuetudinem nottram ohfilo, id est veru, 

5 
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Testimony of Bpiphaniua and Rufinus. 

several forgeries. In all his works, he explicitly 
maintains the distinction between canonical and 
Apocryphal books. " The latter," he says, " the 
church does not receive among canonical Scrip- 
tures ; they may be read for edification of the 
people, but are not to be esteemed of authority 
for proving any doctrine of religion." His canon 
of the Old Testament was precisely that of the 
Jews ; and though he and other ancient Chris- 
tian writers sometimes quote the Apocryphal 
books by way of illustration, as they also do 
Heathen writings, yet they had a supreme regard 
for the Jewish canon, consisting of those books 
which were received by the Jewish people as sa- 
cred and divine. 

Epiphanius, Bishop of Constantia, in the island 
of Cyprus, who wrote in the year 392, has thrice 
enumerated the books of the Old Testament as 
held by the Jews. Of the Apocryphal books he 
makes no mention, except of the Wisdom of Sol- 
omon, and the Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Si- 
rach, of which, after referring to the canonical 
books, he says, ** They likewise are useful, but 
not brought into the same number with the fore- 
going, and, therefore, are not placed in the ark of 
the covenant." 

Rufinus, presbyter of Aquileia, who wrote about 
the year 397, after giving distinct catalogues of 
the sacred Scriptures, both of the Old Testament 
and the New, adds as follows : — " However, it 
ought to be observed, that there are also other 
books that are not canonical, but have been called 
by our forefathers ecclesiastical, as the Wisdom 
of Solomon, and another which is called the Wia- 
dom of the Son of Sirach ; and among the Latins^ 
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is called by the general name of Ecclesiasticus ; 
by which title is denoted not the author of the 
books, but the quality of the writing. In the same 
rank is the book of Tobit, and Judith, and the 
books of the Maccabees. In the New Testament 
is the book of the Shepherd, or of Hermas, which 
is called the Two Ways, or the Judgment of Peter ; 
all which they would have to be read in the 
churches, but not to be alleged by way of authori- 
ty for proving articles of faith. Other Scriptures 
they called Apocryphal, which they would not hkve 
to be read in the churches.'* Thus it appears, that 
all the early Christian writers, while they were 
unanimous in acknowledging the Jewish Scrip- 
tures, rejected, with one accord, the Apocryphal 
books as uncanonical, or destitute of all claim to 
inspiration. 

The first catalogue of the books of the Old Tesh 
tament, in which Apocryphal books were added to 
the Jewish canon, although some refer it to a later 
date, is that of the third, sometimes called the 
sixth council of Carthage, which assembled in the 
year 397, when the books of the Maccabees were 
reckoned in the number of canonical books. But 
the word canonical appears to have been used by 
them loosely, as comprehending not only the Jew- 
ish Scriptures, which were admitted as the rule of 
faith, but those Apocryphal books also, which they 
esteemed to be useful. It is said, too, that Inno- 
cent, Bishop of Rome, in the year 402, confirmed 
this catalogue ; but this is doubtful. Other Fathers 
and councils, in the succeeding centuries, speak 
occasionally of these books as canonical, meaning, 
however, as appears, in the secondary sense, and 
generally with express declarations of their inferi 
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ority to the Jewish canon, when that question was 
agitated. But at length the Council of Trent, ia 
the sixteenth century, in order to check the prog- 
ress of the Reformation, pronounced the Apoc- 
ryphal books (except the prayer of Manasseh, and 
the third and fourth books of Esdras) to be strict- 
ly canonical. From that period they have usurped 
the name of inspired Scriptures, and have been 
intermingled with the canonical books in the Bi" 
bles of Roman Catholics. Thus, in direct oppo- 
sition to the command of God, an addition was 
made to the sacred canon, in the very worst form, 
of many entire books, and these not corresponding 
with the inspired writings, but in numerous in- 
stances, and most important particulars, directly 
contradicting them.* 

We have thus observed the manner in which the 



* The following list of books, which is annexed to the deciee of 
the Council of Trent, will show how completely the Apocryphal 
books are intermingled in Roman Catholic Bibles. The books of 
the New Testament are the same a^ in the Protestant canon. 
6 of Moses, i. e. Rest of Esther 
Genesis Job 

Exodus David's Psalms, 150 

Leviticus Proverbs 

Numbers Ecclesiastes 

Deuteronomy Song- of Songs 
Joshua Wisdom 

Judges Ecclesiasticus 

Ruth Isaiah 

Kings, 4 Jeremiah 

Chronicles, 2 Baruch 
Ezra, 1 and 2 Ezekiel 
Nehemiah Daniel 

Tobias Song of three Children 

Judith Susanna 

Esther Bel and the Dragon 



12 Prophets the less, 

i. e. 
Hosea 
Joel 
Amos 
Obadiah 
Jonah 
Micah 
Nahum 
Habakkuk 
Zephaniah 
Haggai 
Zechariab 
Malachi 
Maccabees, 2, 1. & 11. 



Four books, it will be observed, are incorpcHrated in the bod/ 
of the inspired texts of Esther and Daniel. 
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RecapitulatioD. 

Apocryphal books came to be connected with the 
canonical Scriptures. They were not admitted 
into the canon without much opposition. The 
most distinguished Christian writers often pro- 
tested against them, and although those who pa- 
tronized them maintained that they never meant 
to dignify these writings with any authority as 
rules of faith, yet a presentiment or foresight of 
the abuse that might be made of them, induced 
many in the churches, and even whole churches, 
to resist their introduction. The Christian assem- 
blies of the East were their principal opponents, 
and more strictly observed the directions of the 
Apostle John, who had passed a great part of his 
life among them. This appears evidently from the 
conduct and decisions of the Council of Laodicea 
above quoted, which was held in the fourth centu- 
ry, and which prohibited the reading of any but 
the canonical books in the churches. 

The introduction of the Apocryphal books 
probably originated in their being written, as is 
supposed, by Jews, who constantly refer to the 
authenticated history of their nation, and to the 
law delivered to their fathers. Although totally 
devoid of both external and internal evidence of 
their being from God, yet they came, as we have 
seen, to be considered as related to the Scriptures, 
not, indeed, as possessing divine authority, but as 
profitable for instruction; and in this light they 
continued to be viewed till the Reformation, 
which was produced by an open appeal to the 
Word of God. In vain did the Man of Sin, at 
that era, protest against tampering with the long- 
established authority of the. church — in vain did 
. he endeavor to prevent the translation and circu- , 
6* 
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latioii of the Scriptures ; the palpable abuses ia 
the Popish system convinced multitudes that it 
could not be of God, and the desire of examining^ 
the Scriptures became irresistible. Amidst all 
this inquiry, however, the ignorance of Europe 
was so great, that the Council of Trent, above 
referred to, ventured to decree that the Apocryphal 
books were equal in point of authority, and were 
henceforth to be viewed as an integral part of the 
Word of God, and to pronounce its anathema on 
all who should reject them. 

It was then that the design of Satan, in bringing 
about the unhallowed connection between the 
Holy Scriptures and the Apocryphal writings^ 
was brought to light. He had patiently waited 
his opportunity, and, satisfied with having the 
books of lying prophets placed in juxtaposition 
with the Word of God, had not prosecuted the 
advantage which he had obtained ; but he well 
knew that, in the course of events, this undefined 
association of truth and error — of sacred and 
profane ^-- would increase to more ungodliness ; 
and when the throne of Antichrist seemed tot- 
tering to its foundation, he successfully propped 
it up by the adulteration of the Word of God, 
for which the unfaithfulness of Christians for a 
thousand years had paved the way. While the 
reformers strenuously denied the authority of the 
Apocrypha, and loudly protested against the hlta*^ 
phemous decree by which it was sanctioned as 
divine, they yielded to the suggestions of a sinful 
expediency, and allowed it to retain that affinity 
to the Scriptures which it had lon^ possessed, bf 
being translated, bound up, and circulated along 
witk them. And who can tell how far this has 
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Error of the Reformers. 

tended to produce that denial of the fall inspiration 
of the Scriptures, which is so lamentably common 
among Protestants? Be this as it may, to the 
present hour the book of God is very generally 
profaned by this unhallowed connection, more or 
less defined or acknowledged. But God now ap- 
pears to have arisen to plead the cause of his own 
Word. The question in regard to the Apocrypha 
lias, in the course of his adorable providence, 
begun to be agitated, and it will issue in the 
purification of the fountain from which those 
vaters flow, that are destined to diffuse life and 
€elicity over the world. Ezek. xlvii. 8, 9. The 
means by which the attention of Christians has 
heen directed to this alMmportant subject are very 
Temarkable, and we are forcibly^ reminded, that in 
the good providence of God, the most important 
effects frequently proceed from causes which at 
lirst appear to have a directly opposite tendency, 
and that the friends of truth have often reason 
to rejoice in the issue of events which at first 
occasioned the greatest alarm. We are thus 
taught to adore Him who makes the wrath of 
man to praise him, and causes human folly and 
wickedness to redound to the praise of his own 
glory. 

On the subject of adding the Apocryphal wri- 
tings to the Holy Scriptures, Bishop Hall expresses 
himself in the following terms : " The Scripture 
complains justly of three main, wrongs offered to 
it. The first, of addition to the canon. Who 
can endure a piece of new cloth to be patched 
unto an old garment t or what can follow hence, 
hxn that the rent should be worse? Who can 
^bide, that, against the futhfiil information of the 
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Remarks by Bishop Hall. 

Hebrews ; against the clear testimonies of Melito, 
Cyril, Athanasius, Origen, Hilary, Jerom, Rufi- 
nus, Nazianzen ; against their own doctors, both 
of the middle and latest age ; six whole books 
should, by their fatherhoods of Trent, be, under 
pain of a curse, imperiously obtruded upon God 
and his church. Whereof yet, some purpose to 
their readers no better than magical jugglings; 
others, bloody self-murders ; others, lying fables ; 
and others, Heathenish rites ; not without a public 
applause in the relation .... We know full well 
how great impiety it w, to fasten upon the God 
t>f Heaven the weak conceptions of a human wit : 
neither can we be any whit moved with the idle 
crack of the Tridentine curse, while we hear God 
thundering in our ears, 'If any man add unto 
these words, God shall add unto him the plagues 
written in this book. (Apocal. xxii. 18.) Neither 
know I, whether it be more wickedly audacious to 
fasten on God those things which he never wrote ; 
or to weaken the authority, and deny the su^ 
ficiency, of what he hath written." — Hall's No 
Peace with Rome, &c. 

While there are those who have dared to add 
certain Apocryphal books to the Jewish canon, 
which form no part of it, but are the production 
of lying prophets, and therefore under the curse 
pronounced upon such by God, there are others 
who have contended that certain books included 
in that canon do not constitute a part of divine 
revelation. This has been particularly the case • 
respecting the Book of Esther and the Song of 
Solomon, which, it has been alleged, are not 
quoted in the New Testament. But though this 
may be true as to particular passages, yet the 
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Attempt to prove some parts of the Jewinh Seriptoros not canonical. 

books themsehes are quoted each time that either 
the Lord Jesus Christ or his Apostles refer to 
what " is written," or to ** the Scriptures," of 
which they form a part. Exceptions have been 
made to these books from their contents, and on 
this ground their claim to be canonical has been 
doubted. Such a sentiment is the effect of in- 
considerate rashness and presumption. The ar- 
rogant wisdom of man may now pretend to quarrel 
with the Book of Esther for not containing the 
name of God, and to find impurity in the Song 
of Solomon, or imperfection in other books of 
Holy Writ. But the authority of Jesus Christ 
has given a sanction to every book in the Jewish 
canon, and blasphemy is written on the forehead 
of that theory that alleges imperfection, error, or 
sin, in any book in that sacred collection. It is 
not necessary to urge, that the genuineness and 
authenticity of the two books referred to were not 
only not doubted, but that they were received by 
the Jews with peculiar veneration, which is a 
well-known fact. The incontrovertible proof re- 
specting their authenticity and inspiration is, that 
they form a part of those Scriptures which were 
committed to the Jewish church, and sanctioned hy 
the Lord and his Apostles. On these incontrovert- 
ible grounds, all the books of the Old Testament 
Scripture? are most surely believed by the great 
body of Christians to be the oracles of God ; and 
could it be shown that any one of them is not 
worthy of being received as a part of the sacred 
canon, this would invalidate the claim of all the 
rest. That man, therefore, who rejects a single 
one of these books as not being canonical, in 
other words, equally the dictates of inspiration as 
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the rest, proves that he does not rely on the true 
and secure foundation which God has laid for 
entire confidence in that portion of the faithful 
record of his Word. He does it in defiance of all 
the foregoing evidence; and to deny the whole 
volume of inspiration would not require the adop- 
tion of any other principle than that on which he 
is proceeding. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

Time and other circumstances in which it was composed. — Why the 
genuineness of several books was for a time doubted. — Forged wri- 
tings among the early Christians — How viewed. — Analogy between 
the mode of giving the Old and New Testament revelntions. — Why 
the New Testament was not sooner committed to writins. — Not al- 
tered or vitiated Chain of historical evidence from the Apostles 

to the Council of Nice. — Barnabas, Clement, Hermas, Ignatius, 
Pol^carp, Papias, Justin, Ireneeus, Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, Eu- 
sebius, Athnnasiua. — Recapitulation. — Augustine. — This testimo- 
ny not like Romish tradition. — An inspired list of inspired books 
useless. — The question of the canon not a point of erudition, but of 
divine revelation. — Erudition only conveys to us testimony. — Au- 
tliority of the canon. — External evidence best p<»8ible. — Internal 
evidence. — As good ground to reject the whole as any part. — Jews 
reject the New, and Chiistians adulterate the Old Testament. 

From the time when the Old Testament was 
completed by Malachi, the last of the prophets, 
till the publication of the New Testament, about 
460 years elapsed. During the life of Jesus 
Christ, and for some tltne afler his ascension, noth- 
ing on the subject of his mission was committed 
to writing. The period of his remaining upon 
earth, may be regarded as an intermediate state 
between the Old and New Dispensations. His 
personal ministry was confined to the land of Ju- 
dea; and, by means of his miracles and discourses, 
together with those of his disciples, the attention 
of men, in that country, was sufficiently directed 
to his doctrine. They were also in possession of 
the Old Testament Scriptures, which, at that sea- 
son, it was of the greatest importance they should 
consult, in order to compare the ancient predic- 
tions with what was then taking place. Immedi- 
ately after the resurrection of Jesus Christ, his 
disciples, in the most public manner, and in the 
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Time\and other circumstances 

place where he had been crucified, proclaimed that 
event, and the whole of the doctrine which he had 
commanded them to preach. In this service they 
continued personally to labor for a considerable 
time, first among their countrymen the Jews, and 
then among the other nations. During the period 
between the resurrection and the publication of 
the New Testament, the churches possessed mi- 
raculous gifls, and the prophets were enabled to 
explain the predictions of the Old Testament, and 
to show their fulfilment. 

After their doctrine had every where attracted 
attention, and, in spite of the most violent oppo- 
sition, had forced its way through the civilized 
world ; and when churches or societies of Chris- 
tians were collected, not only in Judea, but in the 
most celebrated cities of Italy, Greece, and Asia 
Minor, the Scriptures of the New Testament were 
written by the Apostles, and other inspired men^ 
and intrusted to the keeping of these churches. 

The whole of the New Testament was not 
written at once, but in different parts, and on va^ 
rious occasions. Six of the Apostles, and two m^ 
spired disciples who accompanied them in their 
journeys, were employed in this work. The his- 
tories which it contains of the life of Christy 
known by the name of the Gospels, were composed 
by four of his contemporaries, two of whom had 
been constant attendants on his public ministry. 
The first of these was published within a few 
years * aAer his death, io that very country where 
be had lived, and among the people who had aetn 

* " Some h«ve thought that it -w^ wiitteo no more than ei^ 
years aAer our Lord^ ascension; others have reckoned it no 
"^ .-.Cahpsixi.'8 Pre/dce to Matlheiio'* GospeL 
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in which the New Testament was composed. 

him and observed his con<}uct. The history call- 
ed the "Acts of the Apostles," which contains an 
account of their proceedings, and of the progress 
of the Gospel from Jerusalem among the gentile 
nations, was published about the year 64, being 30 
years after our Lord's crucifixion, by one who, al- 
though not an Apostle, declares that he had ** per- 
fect understanding of all things, from the very 
first," and who had written one of the Gospels. 
This book, commencing with a detail of proceed- 
ings from the resurrection of Jesus Christ, car- 
ries down the evangelical history till the arrival 
of Paul as a prisoner at Rome. The Epistles, 
addressed to churches in particular places, to be- 
lievers scattered up and down in different coun- 
tries, or to individuals, in all twenty-one in num- 
ber, were separately written, by five of the Apos- 
tles, from seventeen to twenty, thirty, and thirty- 
five years after the death of Christ. Four of these 
writers had accompanied the Lord Jesus during 
his life, and had been ** eye-witnesses of his majes- 
ty." The fifth was the Apostle Paul, who, as he 
expresses it, was " one born out of due time," but 
who had likewise seen Jesus Christ, and had been 
empowered by him to work miracles, which were 
" the signs of an apostle." One of these five also 
wrote the book of Revelation, about the year 96, 
addressed to seven churches in Asia, containing 
epistles to these churches from Jesus Christ him- 
self, with various instructions for the immediate 
use of all Christinas, together with a prophetical 
view of the kingdom of God till the end of time. 
These several pieces, which compose the Scrip- 
tures of the New Testament, were received by the 
churches with the highest veneration ; and, as the 

t 
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Why the genuineness of several books 

instructions they contain, though partially ad- 
dressed, were equally intended for all, they were 
immediately copied, and handed about from one 
church to another, till each was in possession of 
the whole. The volume of the New Testj'.ment 
was thus completed before the death of the last of 
the Apostles, most of whom had sealed their testi- 
mony with their blood. 

From the manner in which these Scriptures 
were at first circulated, some of their parts were 
necessarily longer in reaching certain places than 
others. These, of course, could not be so soon 
received into the canon as the rest. Owing to this 
circumstance, and to that of a fevf of the books 
being addressed to individual believers, or to their 
not having the name of their writers affixed, or 
the designation of Apostle added, a doubt for a 
time existed among some respecting the genuine- 
ness of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the Epistle of 
James, the 2d Epistle of Peter, the 2d and 3d 
Epistles of John, the Epistle of Jude, and the 
book of Revelation. These, however, though not 
universally, were generally acknowledged ; while 
all the other books of the New Testament were 
without dispute received from" the beginning. 
This discrimination proves the scrupulous care of 
the first churches on this highly important subject. 

At length these books, which had not at first 
been admitted, were, like the rest, universally re- 
ceived, not by the votes of a council, as is some- 
times asserted, but after deliberate and free inqui- 
ry by many separate churches, under the superin- 
tending providence of God, in different parts of 
the world. It is at the same time a certain fact, 
that no other books^ besides those which at pres- 
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was doubted for. a time. Forged writings. 

ent compose the volume of the New Testament, 
were admitted by the churches. Several Apocry- 
phal writings were published under the name of 
Jesus Christ and his Apostles, which are mentioned 
by the writers of the first four centuries, most of 
which have perished, though some are still extant. 
Few or none of them were composed before the 
second century, and several of them were forged 
so late as the third century. But they were not 
acknowledged as authentic by the first Christians, 
and were rejected, by those who have noticed 
them, as spurious and heretical.* Histories, too, 
as might have been expected, were written of the 
life, of Christ, and one forgery was attempted, of 
a letter said to be written by Jesus himself to Ab- 
garus, King of Edessa ; biit of the first, none were 
received as of any authority, and the last was uni- 
versally rejected. " Besides our Gospels, and the 
Acts of the Apostles," says Paley, " no Christian 
history claiming to be written by an apostle, or 
apostolical man, is quoted within 300 years after 
the birth of Christ, by any writer now extant or 
known ; or, if quoted, is quoted with marks of 
censure and rejection." 

This agreement of Christians respecting the 
Scriptures, when we consider their many differ- 
ences in other respects, is the more remarkable, 

* " These forged writings," sa}'s Lardner, " do not oppose, but 
confirm thr» account given us in the canonical Scriptures. The^ 
all take for granted the dignity of our Lord's person, and his 
power of working miracles j they acknowledge the certainty of 
there having been such persons as Matthew and the other evan- 
gelists, and Peter and the other Apostles. They authenticate the 
general and leading facts contained in the New Testament. They 
presujSpose that the Apostles received from Christ a commission 
to propagate his religion, and a supernatural power to enforce its 
authority. And thus they indirectly establish the truth and divine 
original of the Gospel." 
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since it took place without any public authority 
being interposed. "We have no knowledge," 
says the above author, ** of any interference of au- 
thority in the question before the Council of La- 
odicea, in the year 363. Probably the decree of 
this council rather declared than regulated the 
public judgment, or, more properly speaking, the 
judgment of some neighboring churches — the 
council itself consisting of no more than thirty or 
forty bishops of Lydia and the adjoining countries. 
Nor does its authority seem to have extended far- 
ther." But the fact, that no public authority was 
interposed, does not require' to be supported by the 
above reasoning. The churches at the beginning, 
being widely separated from each other, necessa- 
rily judged for themselves in this matter, and the 
decree of the council was founded on the coinci- 
dence of their judgment. 

In delivering this part of his written revelation, 
God proceeded as he had done in the publication 
of the Old Testament Scriptures. For a consid- 
erable time, his will was declared to mankind 
through the medium of oral tradition. At length 
he saw meet, in his wisdom, to give it a more per- 
manent form. But this did not take place, till a 
nation, separated from ail others, was provided for 
its reception. In the same manner, when Jesus 
Ohrist set up his kingdom in the world, of which 
the nation of Israel was a type, he first made known 
his will by means of verbal communication, through 
his servants, whom he commissioned and sent out 
for that purpose ; and when, through their means, 
he had prepared his subjects and collected them 
into churches, to be the depositaries of his Word, 
he caused it to be delivered to them, in writing. 
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the Old and New Testament. 

His kingdom was not to consist of any particular 
nation, like that of Israel, but of all those indi- 
viduals, in every part of the world, who should 
believe in his name. It was to be ruled, not by 
means of human authority, or compulsion of any 
kind, but solely by his authority. These sacred 
writings were thus intrusted to a people prepared 
for their reception — a nation among the nations, 
but singularly distinct from all the rest, who 
guarded and preserved them with the same invio- 
lable attachment as the Old Testament Scriptures 
had experienced from the Jews. 

Respecting the lateness of the time when the 
Scriptures of the New Testament were written, no 
objection canrbe offered, since they were published 
before that generation passed which had witnessed 
the transactions they record. The dates of these 
writings fall within the period of the lives of many 
who were in full manhood when the Lord Jesus 
Christ was upon earth ; and the facts detailed in 
the histories, and referred to in the Epistles, being 
of the most public nature, were still open to full , 
investigation. It must also be recollected, that 
the Apostles and disciples, during the whole inter- 
mediate period, were publicly proclaiming to the 
world the same things which were afterwards re- 
corded in their writings. 

Had these Scriptures been published before so- 
cieties of Christians were in existence, to whose 
care could they have been intrusted? What se- 
curity would there have been for their preserva- 
tion, or that they would not have been corrupted ? 
In the way which was adopted, they were commit- 
ted to faithful men, who, viewing them as the 
charter of their own salvation, and the doctrine 
6* 
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which they contained as the appointed means of 
rescuing their fellow-creatures from misery and 
guilt, watched over their preservation with the 
most zealous and assiduous care. 

But unless the whole manner of communicating 
the revelation of God, in these Scriptures, had 
been altered, it is not possible that, excepting the 
accounts of the life of Jesus Christ, they could 
have been earlier committed to writing. The his- 
tory of the Acts of the Apostles, being carried 
down to about the year 63 of the Christian era, 
^ could not, it is evident, have been published sooner. 
The Epistles are not addressed to men of the 
world, or to the whole inhabitants of particular 
countries, but exclusively to believers. The truth 
conveyed in them is not delivered in an abstract 
form, but in the way of immediate application to 
existing cases and circumstances. This practical 
method of communicating the doctrine, and of re- 
cording the lav(^ of the kingdom of Christ, which 
commends itself to every reflecting mind, could 
not, it is manifest, have been adopted till societies 
of Christians were in existence, and till «they had 
existed for some considerable time. In this way, 
too, we have an undeniable proof of the success 
of the Apostles in the rapid progress of the Gos- 
pel. We are made acquainted, as we could not 
otherwise have been, with their zeal, resolution, 
6elf4enial, disint^estedness, patience, and meek- 
ness, and have the most convincing evidence of 
the extraordinary gifts they possessed. We are 
also put in possession of indubitable evidence of 
the miraculous gifts eonferred on the first Chris- 
tians, as well as of their fiinceritj^ coorage, and 
ptttience. 
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.Thus were the Scriptures, as we now possess 
them, delivered to the first churches. By the 
concurrent testimony of all antiquity, both of 
friends and foes, they were received by Christians 
of different 'sects, and were constantly appealed 
to on all hands, in the controversies that arose 
among them. Commentaries upon them were 
written at a very early period, and translations 
made into different languages. Formal catalogues 
of them were published, and they were attacked 
by the ^adversaries of Christianity, who not only 
did not question, but expressly admitted, the facts 
they contained, and that they were the genuine 
productions of the persons whose names they bore. 

In this manner the Scriptures were also secured 
from the danger of being in any respect altered 
or vitiated. " The books of Scripture," says 
Augustine, " could not have been corrupted. If 
such an attempt had been made by any one, his 
design would have been prevented and defeated. 
His alterations would have been immediately d&^ 
tected by many and more ancient copies. The 
difficulty of succeeding in such an attempt is 
apparent hence, that the Scriptures were early 
translated into divers languages, and copies of 
them were numerous. The alterations which any 
one attempted to make would have been soon 
perceived ; just even as now, in fact, lesser faults 
in some copies are amended by comparing smcient 
copies or those of the original .... If any one," 
continues Augustine, ** should charge you with 
having interpolated some texts alleged by you b3 
favorable to your cause, what would you say? 
Would you not immediately answer that it m 
impossible for you to do such a thing in books 
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read by all Christians? and that, if any such 
attempt had been made by you, it would have 
been presently discerned and defeated by compar- 
ing the ancient copies ? Well, then, for the same 
reason that the Scriptures cannot be corrupted by 
you, neither could they be corrupted by any other 
people." 

Accordingly, the uniformity of the manuscripts 
of the Holy Scriptures that are extant, which are 
incomparably more numerous than those of any 
ancient author, and which are dispersed through 
so many countries, and in so great a variety of 
languages, is truly astonishing. It demonstrates 
both the veneration in which the Scriptures have 
always been held, and the singular care that has 
been taken in transcribing them. The number 
of various readings, that by the most minute and 
laborious investigation and collations of manu- 
scripts have been discovered in them, said to 
amount to one hundred and fifty thousand, though 
at first sight they may seem calculated to diminish 
confidence in the sacred text, yet in no degree 
whatever do they affect its credit and integrity. 
They consist almost wholly in palpable errors in 
transcription, grammatical and verbal difierences, ' 
such as the insertion or omission of a letter or 
article, the substitution of a word for its equivalent, 
the transposition of a word or two in a sentence. 
Taken altogether, they neither change nor affect 
a single doctrine or duty announced or enjoined 
in the Word of God.* When, therefore, we 

* Dr. Kennicott examined and collated 600 Hebrew manu- 
scripts; and so trifling were the variations he discovered, that 
it has been objected, theugh very unjustly, that he had effected 
nothing by all nis lidsors. 
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consider the great antiquity of the sacred books, 
the almost infinite number of copies, of versions, 
of editions, which have been made of them in all 
languages, — in languages which have not any 
analogy one with another, among nations differing 
so much in their customs and their religious opin- 
ions, — whep we consider these things, it is truly 
astonishing, and can only be ascribed to the 
watchful providence of God over his own Word, 
that amongst the various readings, nothing truly 
essential can be discerned, which relates to either 
. precept or doctrine, or which breajts that con- 
nection — that unity — which subsists in all the 
various parts of divine revelation, and which 
demonstrates the whole to be the work of one 
and the same Spirit. 

In proof that the Scriptures were published and 
delivered to the churches in the age to which their 
dates refer, we have the attestation of a connected 
chain of Christian writers, from that period to the 
present day. No fewer than six of these authors, 
parts of whose works are still extant, were con- 
temporaries of the Apostles. 

Barnabas was the companion of the Apostle 
Paul. He is the author of an Epistle, which was 
well known among the early Chrfstians. It is 
still extant, and refers to the Apostolic writings. 

Clement was the third Bfshop of the church in 
Rome, and is mentioned by Paul in his Epistle to 
the Philippians. He has left a long Epistle, which 
is extant, though not entire, written in name of 
the church at Rome to the church at Corinth, in 
which the latter is admonished to adhere to the 
commands of Christ. Irensus says that it was 
written by Clement, *' who had seen the blessed 



d by Google 



70 GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY. [Pt. I- 

Testimony of Hermas, fffnatius, and Polycarp. 

Apostles, and conversed with them ; who had the 
preaching of the Apostles still sounding in his 
ears, and their traditions before his eyes. Nor 
he alone, for there were then still many alive, 
who had been taught by the Apostles. In the 
time therefore of this Clement, when there was no 
small dissension among the brethren at Corinth, 
the church at Rome sent a most excellent letter to 
the Corinthians, persuading them to peace among 
themselves." About 80 or 90 years after this 
letter was written, Dionysius, the bishop at Cor- 
inth, declares, that " it had been wont to be read 
in that church from ancient times." It contains 
several quotations from the New Testament Scrip- 
tures, and allusions to them. 

Hermas also, contemporary with the Apostles, 
has left a book that still remains, called, " The 
Shepherd of Hermas," in which he quotes and 
enforces the doctrine of Scripture. 

Ignatius w^as Bishop of the church at Antioch, 
about thirty-seven years after Christ's ascension. 
He suffered martyrdom at Rome under the Em- 
peror Trajan. Ignatius has left several Epistles 
that are still extant, which give testimony to Jesus 
Christ and his doctrine. He declares, that he 
'' fled to the tjfospels as the flesh of Jesus, and to 
Hhe Apostles as the elders of the church." 

Polycarp had been taught by the Apostles, and 
had conversed with many who had seen Christ. 
He was appointed by the Apostles Bishop of the 
church at Smyrna. One Epistle of his still re- 
mains, which evinces the respect that he and 
other Christians bore for the Scriptures. Irenaeus, 
who, in his youth, had been a disciple of Polycarp, 
says, concerning him, in a letter to Florinus, — 
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" I saw you when I was very young, in the Lower 
Asia with Polycarp. For I better remember the 
affairs of that time, than those which have lately 
happened; the things which we learn in our 
childhood growing up with the soul, and uniting 
themselves to it. Insomuch, that I can tell the 
place in which the blessed Polycarp sat and taugh^, 
and his going out and coming in, and the manner 
of his life, and the form of his person, and the 
discourses he made to the people; and how he 
related his conversation with John, and others 
who had seen the Lord ; and how he related their 
sayings, and what he had heard from them con- 
cerning the Lord ; both concerning his miracles 
and his doctrine, as he had received them from 
the eye-witnesses of the Word of Life : all which 
Polycarp rel it,ed agreeable to the Scriptures. 
These things 1 then, through the mercy of God 
toward me, diligently heard and attended to, 
recording them not on paper, but upon my heart. 
And throui^h the grace of God, I continually 
renew the remembrance of them." Polycarp was 
condemned to the flames at Smyrna, the proconsul 
being present, and all the people in the amphithe- 
atre demanding his death. Thus, like Ignatius, 
he confirmed his testimony to the Scriptures with 
his blood. 

Papias was a hearer of the Apostle John, and 
a companion of Polycarp. He was the author 
of five books, which are now lost, but which, 
according to quotations from them that remain, 
bore tesficnony to the Scriptures. He expressly 
ascribes their respective Gospels to Matthew and 
Mark. 

The above six writers had all lived and conversed 
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with some of the Apostles. Those parts which 
remain of the writings of the j&rst five, who are 
called the Apostolicad Fathers, are valuable by 
their antiquity ; and all of them contain some im* 
portant testimony to the Scriptures. 

About twenty years after these writers follows 
Justin Martyr. He was born about the year 
89, and suffered martyrdom about the year 163. 
Originally he had been a Heathen philosopher ; 
and, in his dialogue with Trypho the Jew, he 
relates the circumstances of his conversion to 
Christianity. From his works might be extracted 
almost a complete life of Christ ; and he uniformly 
represents the Scriptures as containing the au- 
thentic account of his doctrine. The Gospels, 
he says, were read and expounded every Sunday 
in the solemn assemblies of the Christians. He 
particularly mentions the Acts of the Apostles, 
along with the books of the Old Testament, which 
were also regularly read, as in the Jewish syna- 
gogues; and he appeals to the Scriptures as 
writings open to all the world, and read by Jews 
and Gentiles. He presented two apologies for 
the Christian religion; the first to the Emperor 
Antoninus Pius, in the year 140 ; the second to 
Marcus Antoninus, the philosopher,^ in the year 
162. Both these apologies are still extant ; the first 
entire ; of the second, the beginning is wanting. 

DioNYsius, Tatian, and Hegesifpus, wrote 
about thirty years after Justin Martyr, and give 
their testimony to the Scriptures. Hegesippus re- 
lates, that, travelling from Palestine to Rome, he 
visited in his journey many bishops ; and that " in 
every succession, and in every city, the same doo- 
trine is taught, which the law, and the prophets^ 
and the Lord teacheth." 
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About the year 177, the churches of Lyons and 
Vienne, in France, sent a relation of the persecu- 
tions they suffered to the churches in Asia and 
Phrygia. Pothinus, Bishop of the church at Ly- 
ons, was th^n 90 years old; and in his early lif(^ 
was contemporary with the Apostle John. This 
letter, which is preserved entire, makes exact ref- 
erences to the Scriptures. 

Iren^us succeeded Pothinus as Bishop at Ly- 
ons. In his youth, as has been already noticed, 
he had been a disciple of Polycarp, who was a 
disciple of the Apostle John. Thus he was only 
one step removed from the Apostles. Irensus 
gives a most ample testimony, both to the genuine- 
ness and the authenticity of the Scriptures. ** We 
have not received," says he, ** the knowledge of 
the way of our salvation by any others than those 
by whom the Gospel has been brought to us; 
which Gospel they first preached, and afterwards, 
by the will of God, committed to writing, that it 
might be for time to come the foundation and pil- 
lar of our faith. For after that our Lord rose 
from the dead, and they (the Apostles) were en- 
dued from above with the power of the Holy Ghost 
coming down upon them, they received a perfect 
knowledge of all things. They then went forth 
to all the ends of the earth, declaring to men the 
blessing of heavenly peace, having, all of them, 
and every one alike, the Gospel of God. Matthew, 
then among the Jews, wrote a Gospel in their own 
language, while Peter and Paul were preaching 
the Gospel at Rome, and founding a church there. 
And after their exit, (death or departure,) Mark, 
also, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, deliv- 
ered to us in writing the things that had beep 
7 
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preached by Peter ; and Luke, the companion of 
Paul, put down in a book the Grospel preached by 
him, (Paul.) Afterwards John> the disciple of the 
Lord, who also leaned upon his breast, he likewise 
published a Gospel while he dwelt at Ephesus, in 
Asia. And all these have delivered to* us, that 
there is one God, the Maker of the heaven and the 
earth, declared' by the law and the prophets, and 
one Christ, the Son of God. And he who does 
not assent to them, despiseth indeed those who 
knew the mind of the Lord : but he despiseth also 
Christ himself, the Lord; and he despiseth like- 
wise the Father, and is self-condemned, resisting 
and opposing his own salvation, as all heretic^ 
do.'* — ** The tradition of the Apostles hath spread 
itself over the whoFe universe ; and all they who 
search after the sources of truth, will find this 
tradition to be hdd sacred in every church. We 
might enumerate all those who have been appoint- 
ed bishops to those churches- by the Apostles,, and 
all their successors up to our days. It is by this 
uninterrupted succession that we have received 
the tradition which actually exists in the church, 
and also the doctrine of truth as it is preached^ by 
the Apostles." 

After giving some reasons why he supposed the 
number of the Gospels was precisely four, IrenaB^ 
us says, ** Whence it is manifest that the Word', 
the Former of all things, who sits upon the cher- 
ubim, and upholds all things, having appeared to 
men, has given to us a Gospel of a fourfold char- 
acter, but joined in one spirit. The Gospel ac- 
cording to John discloses his primary and glorious 
generation from the Father: 'In the beginning 
was the Word.' But the Gospel according to 
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Luke, being <»f a priestly character, begins with 
Zacharius the priest offering incense to God, 
Matthew relates his generation, which is accord- 
ing to men : * The book of the generation of Je- 
sus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.' 
Mark begins from the j)rophetic spirit which came 
down from above to men, saying, ' The beginning 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as it is written in 
Esaias the prophet/ " 

The above passage distinctly ascertains, that the 
four Gospels, as we have them, and no more, were 
equally received and acknowledged by the first 
churches. 

N Irenseus further says, " The Gospel according 
to Matthew was written to the Jews, for they 
earnestly desired a Messiah of the seed of David ; 
and Matthew, having also the «ame desire to a yet 
greater degree, strove by all means to give them 
full satisfaction that Christ was of the seed of 
David, wherefore he began with his genealogy." — 
'* Wherefore also Mark, the interpreter, and fol- 
lower of Peter, makes this the beginning of his 
evangelical writing : * The beginning of the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God/ And in the 
end of the Gospel, Mark says, * So then, the Lord 
Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was received up 
into Heaven, and sat on the right hand of God/ " 
— " But if any one rejects Luke, as if he did not 
know the truth, he will be convicted of throwing 
away the Gospel, of which he professeth to be a 
disciple. For there are many, and those very ne- 
cessary, parts of the Gospel, which we know by 
bis means." He then refers to several particulars, 
which are known only from Luke. 

The Acts of the Apostles is a book much quo- 
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fed by Irenseus, as written by Luke^ the compan- 
ion of the Apostles. There are few things re- 
corded in that book, which have not been men- 
tioned by him. " And that Luke," says be, " was 
inseparable from Paul, and his fellow- worker in 
the Gospel, he himself shows, not boasting of it»' 
indeed, but obliged to it for the sake of truth." 

Irensus quotes largely from the Epistles of 
Paul, and remarks, that this AfK>stle " frequently 
uses hyper bata," (or transpositions of words from 
their natural order.) ** because of the rapidity of 
his words, and because of the mighty force of * the 
Spirit in him.' " The book of Revelation Ire- 
naBus often quotes, and says, " It was seen nolona 
time ago, but almost in our own age, at the end 
of the reign of Domitian." He mentions the 
fcode of the Old Testament and of the New, and 
calls the one, as well as the other, the Oracles 
of God. 

Speaking of the Scriptures in general, he says, 
" well knowing that the Scriptures are perfect, as 
being dictated by the word of God and his Spirit.'* 
— ■ " A heavy punishment iiwaits those who add to 
or take from the Scriptures." — ** But we, follow- 
ing the one and the only true God as our teacher, 
and having his words as a rule of truth, do all al- 
ways speak th(^ same things concerning the same 
things." 

Athenagoras, MiLTiADEs, TuEOPHiLus, and 
Pant^nus, who lived at the same time with Ire- 
nteus, all bear testimony to the Scriptures. Some 
of their works remain, and others are lost. 

Clement, of Alexandria, followed Irenaeus at 
the distance of sixteen years. He was a man of 
great learning, and presided in the Catechetical 
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School at Alexandria. Clement travelled into dif- 
ferent countries in search of information. << The 
law and the Prophets, together with the Gospels/' 
he says, " conduct to one and the same knowledge 
in the name of Christ." — "One God and Al- 
mighty Lord is taught hy the law and the Prophets, 
and the blessed Gospels." He has given a distinct 
account of the order in which the four Gospels 
were written. The Gospels which contain the 
genealogies were, he says, written first, Mark's 
next, and John's the last. He repeatedly qvotes the 
four Gospels by the names of their authors, and 
expressly ascribes the Acts of the Apostles to 
Luke. His quotations from the Scriptures of the 
New Testament are numerous, and he calls them 
" the Scriptures of the Lord," and the " true evan- 
gelical canon." 

Next to Clement, and in the same age, comes 
Tertullian, who was born at Carthage about the 
year 160. He was a man of extensive learning, 
and the most considerable of all the Latin writers 
on Christianity. He wrote a very valuable Apol- 
ogy for the Christians, about the year 198, ad- 
dressed to the governors of provinces, which is 
still extant. He gives the most ample attestation 
to the Scriptures, quoting them so frequently, that,' 
as Lardner observes, there are more and longer 
quotations of the small volume of the New Tes- 
tament in this one Christian author, than there 
are of all the works of Cicero in writers of all 
characters for several ages. After enumerating 
many churches which had been gathered by Paul 
and the other Apostles, he declares, that not those 
churches only which were called Apostolical, but 
all who have fellowship with them in the same 
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faith, received the four Gospels, and that these had 
been in the .possession of the churches from the 
beginning. He also declares, that the original 
manuscripts of the Apostles, at least some of them, 
were preserved till the age in which he lived, and 
were then to be seen. 

" In the first place," says Tertullian, " we lay 
this down for a certain truth, that the Evangelic 
Scriptures have for their authors the Apostles, to 
whom the work of publishing the Gospel was com- 
mitted by the Lord himself; and also Apostolical 
men. — Among the Apostles, John and Matthew 
teach us the faith; among Apostolical men, Luke 
and Mark refresh it, going upon the same princi- 
ples as concerning the one God the Creator, and 
his Christ born of a virgin, the accomplishment 
of the law and the prophets. — If it be certain that 
that is most genuine which is most ancient, that 
most ancient which is from the beginning, and 
that from the beginning which is from the 
Apostles; in like manner, it will be also cer- 
tain that that has been delivered from the Apos- 
tles which is held sacred in the churches of 
the Apostles. Let us then see what milk the 
Corinthians received from Paul, to what rale the 
Galatians were reduced, what the Philippians 
read, what the Thessalonians, the Ephesians, and 
also the Romans recite, who are near to us; with 
whom both Peter and Paul left the Gospel sealed 
with their blood. We have also churches which 
are the disciples of John ; for, though Marcion re- 
jects his Revelation, the succession of Bishops, 
traced up to the beginning, will show it to have 
John for its author. We know also the original 
of other churches, (that is, that they are Apostol^ 
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ical.) I say, then, that with them, but not with 
them only, that are Apostolical, but with all who 
have fellowship with them in the sane faith, is 
that Gospel of Luke received, which we so zeal- 
ously maintain." That is the genuine entire 
Gospel of Luke, not that which had been curtailed 
and altered by Marcion. *' The same iauthority 
of the Apostolical churches will support the other 
Gospels,which we have from them, and according to 
them, (that is, according to their copies.) ,1 mean 
John's and Matthew's, although that likewise 
which Mark published may be said to be Peter's, 
whose interpreter Mark was, for Luke's digest 
also is often ascribed to Paul." Tertullian says 
that Matthew's Gospel began in this manner — 
** The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham." The Acts of 
the Apostles are often quoted by him under that ti- 
tle : he calls them Luke's Commentary, or History. 

" I will," says Tertullian, "by no means say 
Gods nor Lords, but I will follow the Apostle; so 
that, if the Father and the Son are to be men- 
tioned together, I will say God the Father, and 
Jesus Christ the Lord ; but when I mention Christ 
only, I can call him God, as the Apostle does." 
" Of whom Christ came, who is" says he, " over 
a//, God blessed forever J^ 

"To Tertullian succeeds a multitude of Christian 
writers. Of the works of these authors, only frag- 
ments and quotations remain, in which several 
testimonies to the Gospels are found. In one of 
them is an abstract of the whole Gospel History. 

After those writers, and at the distance of 
twenty-five years from Tertullian, comes the cele- 
brated Oriqen of Alexandria, of whom it is saidi 
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that '* he did not so much recommend Christian- 
ity by what he preached, or by what he wrote, as 
by the general tenor of his life." He was born 
about 150 years after the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ In the quantity of his writings he ex- 
ceeded the most laborious of the Greek and Latin 
writers. He gives full and decisive testimony to 
the Scriptures. He says, *' that the four Gospels 
alone are received without dispute by the whole 
church of God under heaven ; and he subjoins a 
history of their respective authors. " The first," 
says Origen, " is written by Matthew, once a pub- 
lican, afterwards an Apostle of Jesus Christ. The 
second is that according to Mark, who wrote it as 
Peter dictated to him, who therefore calls him his 
son in his Catholic Epistle. The third is that 
according to Luke, the Gospel commended by 
Paul, published for the sake of the Gentile con- 
verts. Lastly, that according to John." He 
speaks of the Acts of the Apostles as an uncon- 
tested book, and gives the same account concern- 
ing Mark's Gospel as having been written under 
the direction of the Apostle Peter, which is given 
by Clement. It is reckoned a monument of the 
humility of Peter, that several very remarkable 
circumstances in his favor, that are related by the 
other Evangelists, are not mentioned, or even 
hinted at, by Mark. 

Origen uniformly quotes the Epistle to the He- 
brews as the writing of the Apostle Paul, and the 
book of Revelation as the writing of the Apostle 
John. His quotations of Scripture are so numer- 
ous, that Dr. Mill says, " If we had all his works 
remaining, we should have before us almost the 
whole text of the Bible.-' He expresses, in the 
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most unqualified terms, his opinion of the author- 
ity of the books of the New Testament as inspired 
writings, and says, that *^ the sacred books are not 
writings of men, but have been written and deliv- 
ered to us from the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
by the will of the Father of all, through Jesus 
Christ." He urges, with earnestness, the reading 
of the Old and New Testament Scriptures, as a 
sacred obligation in the churches of Christ. 
** Food," says he, "is eaten; physic is taken; 
though the good effect is not presently perceived, 
a benefit is expected in time, and may be obtained. 
So it is with the Holy Scriptures ; though, at the 
very time of reading of them, there be no sensible 
advantage, yet, in the end, they will be thought 
profitable for strengthening virtuous dispositions, 
and weakening the habits of vice. — The true food 
of the rational nature is the Word of God. — Let 
us come daily to the wells of the Scriptures, the 
waters of the Holy Spirit, and there draw and 
carry hence a full vessel. The greatest torment 
of demons is to see men reading the Word of God, 
and laboring to understand the divine law." 

In his Apology for the Christian Religion, in 
answer to Celsus the Epicurean philosopher, Ori- 
gen, when giving a quotation from Scripture, says 
that it is written, " not in any private book, or 
such as are read by a few persons only, but in books 
read by every body." In that Apology, he has 
preserved, from the writings of Celsus, roost dis- 
tinct and complete attestations to the Gospel 
history. 

Gregory, Bishop at Neocesaria, and Diontsiub 
of Alexandria, scholars of Origen, and the well- 
known Cyprian, Bishop at Carthage, come about 
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twenty years after Origen. Their writings aboand 
with copious citations from the Scriptures, to 
which they give their full and particular attesta- 
tion. Cyprian says, **The church is watered, 
like Paradise, by four rivers, that is, four Gospels." 

Within forty years after Cyprian, Victorinus, 
Bishop at Pettaw, in Germany, and a multitude of 
Christian writers, all testify their profound respect 
for the Scriptures. 

About the year 306, Arnobius and Lactantius 
wrote in support of the Christian religion. Lac- 
tantius argues in its defence, from the consistency, 
simplicity, disinterestedness, and sufferings of the 
writers of the Gospels. Arnobius vindicates the 
credit of the writers of the Gospels, observing, 
that they were eye-witnesses of the facts which 
they relate, and that their ignorance of the ai'ts 
of composition was rather a confirmation of their 
testimony, than an objection to it. 

EnsEBius, Bishop at Cssarea, born about the - 
year 270, wrote about fifteen years after the above 
authors. He composed a History of Christianity, 
from its origin to his own time ; and has handed 
down many valuable extracts of ancient authors, 
whose works have perished. In giving his testi- 
mony to the Scriptures, he shows himself to be 
much conversant in the works of Christian authors, 
and he appears to have collected every thing that 
had been said, before bis own time, respecting the 
volume of the New Testament. 

Athanasius became Bishop at Alexandria about 
the years 326. He expressly affirms, that every 
one of the books of the New Testament that we 
now receive, are inspired Scriptures, which he 
specifies in their order, and ascribes them to the 
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writers whose names they bear. He represents 
them as constantly and publicly read in the Chris- 
tian churches. Athanasius had access to every 
source of information, and applied himself to 
ascertain the canon of the Old Testament as well 
as of the New. It appears, that he sent to the 
Emperor Constance a copy of the whole fiible, 
which he described as the whole inspired Scrip- 
tures. Speaking of the Scriptures, he says, 
" These are fountains of salvation. In them alone, 
the doctrine of religion is taught. Let no man 
add to them, or take any thing from them.'* 

It is unnecessary to carry down this chain of 
historical evidence any farther. The Council of 
Nice was called by Constantine in the year 325; 
and as Christianity had then become the estab- 
lished religion of the Roman empire, its history 
is afterwards inseparably interwoven with every 
thing connected with the state of the world. 

From the above numerous and early writers,- 
we have most unquestionable attestations to the 
integrity and authority of the Holy Scriptures. 
First, we have six writers who were contemporary 
with the Apostles, and then eleven more who 
lived in distant parts of tbfe world, regularly 
succeeding each other during the first hundred 
years after the Apostles. From that period, the 
chain of evidence continues unbroken and unin- 
terrupted. "When Christian advocates," says 
Paley, " merely tell us that we have the same 
reason for believing the Gospels to be written by 
the Evangelists whose names they bear, as we 
have for believing the Commentaries to be Cssar's, 
the ^neid Virgil's, or the Orations Cicero's, they 
content themsdves with an imperfect represent 
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tation. They state nothing more than what is 
true, but they do not state the truth correctly. 
In the number, variety, and early date of our 
testimonies, we far exceed all other ancient books. 
For one which the most celebrated work of the 
most celebrated Greek or Roman writer can al- 
lege, we produce many. 

The force of the above testimony is greatly 
strengthened by the consideration, that it is the 
concurring evidence of separate, independent, 
and well-informed writers, who lived in countries 
remote from one another. Clement lived at Rome ; 
Ignatius, ?LtAntioch; Polycarp, bX Smyrna; Justin 
Martyr, in Syria; Irensus, in France; Tertullian, 
at Carthage ; Origen, in Egypt; Eusebius, at Ccbs- 
area ; Victorinus in Germany. The dangers which 
they encountered, and the hardships and perse- 
cutions which they suffered, some of them even 
unto death, on account of their adherence to the 
Christian faith, give irresistible weight to their 
testimony. 

" No writings," says Augustine, " ever had a 
better testimony afforded them than those of the 
Apostles and Evangelists. Nor does it weaken 
the credit and authority of books, received by the 
church of Christ from the beginning, that some 
other writings have been, without ground, and 
falsely, ascribed to the Apostles. For the like 
has happened, for instance, to Hippocrates; but 
yet his genuine works are distinguished from 
others which have been published under his name. 
We know the writings of the Apostles as we know 
the works of Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Varro, and 
others, to be theirs, and as we know the writings 
of divine ecclesiastical authors; for as much as 
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they have the testimony of contemporaries, and 
of those who have lived in succeeding times. I 
might, moreover, by way of illustration, produce, 
for examples those now in hand. Suppose some 
one in time to come should deny those to be the 
works of Faustus, or those to be mine ; how should 
he be satisfied but by the testimony of those of this 
time who knew both, and have transmitted their 
accounts to others ? And shall not, then, the 
testimony of the churches, and Christian brethren, 
be valid here? especially when they are so nu- 
merous, and so harmonious, and the tradition is 
with so much ease and certainty traced down 
from the Apostles to our time — I say, shall any 
be so foolish and unreasonable as to deny or 
dispute the credibility of such a testimony to the 
Scriptures, which would be allowed in behalf of 
any writings whatever, whether heathen or eccle- 
siastical ? " ^ 

lir another place Augustine observes, '" If you 
here ask us, how we know these to be the writings 
of the Apostles ; in brief we answer, in the same 
way that you know the epistles, or any other 
writings of Mani, to be his ; for if any one should 
be pleased to dispute with you, and offer to deny 
the epistles ascribed to Mani to be his, what 
would you do? Would you not laugh at the 
assurance of the man who denied the genuineness 
of writings generally allowed ? As therefore it is 
certain those books are Mani's, — and he would be 
ridiculous who should now dispute it, — so certain 
is it that the Manichees deserve to be laughed at, 
or rather ought to be pitied, who dispute the truth 
and genuineness of those writings of the Apostles, 
which have been handed down as theirs from their 
8 
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time to this through an uninterrupted successioa 
of well-known witnesses." 

Should it occur to any that to prove the genu- 
ineness and authenticity of the Scriptures by the 
testimony of the Fathers, is to sanction the tra- 
ditions of the Church of Rome, they ought to 
consider that there is a radical distinction between 
these two cases. Testimony is a first principle, 
universally acknowledged as authoritative in its 
own province, as far as it is unexceptionable. 
The whole business of the world proceeds on this 
principle, and without it, human affairs would run 
into utter confusion. That historical testimony 
is a legitimate source of evidence, the generd 
sentiments of mankind admit, in the universal 
appeal to history for the knowledge of past events. 
Historical testimony may be false, but this is not 
peculiar to this class of first principles. We are 
liable to be deceived on all subjects to which our 
faculties are directed; but there are means by 
which historical evidence may be ascertained. 
Its proof may vary from the lowest degree of 
probability to the highest degree of certainty. Of 
many things recorded even in profane history, we 
can have no more doubt than we can have of 
truths that contain their own evidence. Now, 
the stress laid on the testimony of the ancient 
writers that have been quoted, is warranted by 
the most cautious laws of historical evidence; 
and it cannot be rejected, without entirely reject- 
ing history as a legitimate ground of knowledge. 
That such writers did give such testimony, is as 
indisputable as any historical fact can be. And 
the proof of this lies open to every man who has 
lime, opportunity, and ability to examine tha 
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subject. If so, there is no reason to reject as 
insufficient, in proof of the authenticity of the 
Bible, the same kind of evidence that is allowed 
to prove any other fact. But the traditions of the 
Church of Rome are not of this nature. They are 
not historical at all. They have not been written ; 
they are nowhere to be found. It is not pretended 
by their friends that they possess historical evi- 
dence. They are recommended altogether on 
another foundation — the authority of the church. 
It is* said the church has had them treasured up 
in secret ; but we can have no higher assurance 
of their authenticity than what we are willing to 
rest on the authority of the church. The differ- 
ence, then, between the two cases, is manifest and 
essential. And clearer historical proof cannot be 
exhibited on any subject, than has been adduced 
for the genuineness and authenticity of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

It has been supposed that if a list of the names 
and numbers of the books of Scripture had been 
recorded in any part of the canon, it Would have 
added to our certainty respecting the divine ori- 
ginal of the whole. But if there were such a list, 
it would still remain to be decided whether the 
books we possess were the very books named, in 
words and substance, as well as in name. Indeed, 
if the list were written, and the number of lines 
and words recorded, the case would still be the 
same. -It would not in the smallest degree add to 
our certainty respecting their divine original ; for 
how could we be assured of that inspired list, but 
from the certainty of the book being from God 
that contained the list ? Such a list could neither 
ascertain its own accuracy, nor the authenticity 
of the book which contained it. The authenticity 
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of that list must have been ascertained preciselj 
in the same manner as that of each and all of the 
books is now ascertained. 

If, therefore, the name and number of the 
inspired books were contained in any epistle, it 
would still leave the authority of the books named, 
on the same foundation of the authority of the 
epistle in which they were named ; and that au- 
thority must have been ascertained exactly in the 
same way by which we now ascertain the authority 
of each and all of the inspired books. The ulti- 
mate foundation, then, of the evidence would be the 
sam4i, as to that particular part which contained 
the list ; and, with respect to the books mentioned 
in the list, we could not be assured against their 
mutilation and corruption. It is quite absurd, 
then, to suppose that a list of the names and 
numbers of the inspired books would have given 
us better evidence of their authority. The au^ 
thority of that part which contained such a list, 
must be ascertained in the ordinary way ; and, as 
the stream cannot rise higher than the fountain, 
the authority of all the books, as resting on the 
testimony of one, would be no stronger than that 
of the one which supported them. In whatever 
way that one could prove its divine authority, 
in the same way we now prove the authority 
of all. 

The circumstance, then, that there is not a list 
of the books of inspiration contained in the page 
of inspiration itself, does not lessen the certainty 
as to the canon, nor increase the difficulty of 
ascertaining the truth of it. That if a list of the 
books of Scripture were given in the Scriptures, it 
would not fix the question of the canon on a surer 
foundation, is obvious, too, from the consideration 
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that a forgery might contain such a list, as well 
as an authentic document, and that the truth of 
fluch a list takes it for granted that the book 
which contains it is canonical. Is the second 
epistle of Peter put above the first, as to the cer- 
tainty of its being canonical, by the assertion, 
" This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto 
you"? Does such an expression establish its 
being canonical 1 Is it not evident, on the con- 
trary, that the epistle's being canonical must be 
established, before the assertion, "This second 
epistle I now write unto you," is believed to be 
inspired? So far from such a list proving that 
the books which contain it are canonical, it is 
their being canonical that verifies the list. If the 
claim of a book of Scripture to be canonical is 
BOt ascertained, the list which it contains is not 
revelation. With respect to the books of the Old 
Testament, however, such a list is in effect given, 
and the inspiration of them warranted in the 
assertion, " AH Scripture is given by inspiration." 
Now, the steps by which we arrive at certainty 
here, are few and simple. If the book of the 
New Testament which contains this assertion is 
' canonical, it warrants all the books of the Old 
Testament which at the time of its publication 
were received as Scripture. We have only to 
inquire what books were then contained in the 
Jewish canon, to be assured in this matter. This 
is a point of testimony on which no difiiculty 
exists. It must be observed, however, that the 
confidence placed in the list, or notification, rests 
entirely upon the authenticity of the book that 
contains it being previously ascertained. But if 
a list of the whoLe of the inspired books is the 
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only thing that could ascertain, with sufficient 
evidence, such as are from God, then no man 
can have a thorough faith in the Scriptures ; for 
, such a list has not been given. And had it been 
given, it could not have secured against forgery, 
as has been already noticed, for nothing is easier 
than for a forger to give such a list. Had the 
Scriptures been a forgery, they would probably 
have recommended themselves by a very correct 
list. 

It has been asserted that " the question of the 
canon is a point of erudition, not of divine reve- 
lation." This is to undermine both the certainty 
and the importance of the sacred canon. The 
assertion, that the question of the canon is not a 
paint of revelation, is false. It is not true either 
of the Old Testament or of the New. The in- 
tegrity of the canon of the Old Testament is a 
matter of revelation, as much as any thing con- 
tained in the Bible. This is attested, as has been 
shown, by the whole nation of the Jews, to whom 
it was committed, and their fidelity to the truth 
has been avouched by the Lord and his Apostles. 
Is not this revelation? The integrity of the 
canon of the New Testament is equally a point 
of revelation. As God had said to the Jews, " Ye 
are my witnesses," and as they " received the 
lively oracles to give unto us," (Acts vii. 38,) so 
the Lord Jesus said to the Apostles, ** Ye shall 
be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem and all 
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth." The first churches received 
the New Testament Scriptures from these wit- 
nesses -of the Lord, and thus had inspired authority 
for those books. It was not left to eruditicm or 
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reasoning to collect, that they were a revelation 
from God. This the first Christians knew from 
the testimony of those who wrote them. They 
could not be more assured that the things taught 
were from God, than they were that the wri- 
tings which contained them were from God. 
The integrity of the sacred canon is, then, a 
matter of revelation, conveyed to us by testimony, 
like every thing contained in the Scriptures. 

While it has been denied that the question of 
•the canon is a point of revelation, it has been 
asserted that it is a point of erudition. But 
erudition has nothing further to do with the 
•question, than as it may be employed in convey- 
ing to us the testimony. Erudition did not 
produce the revelation of the canon. If the 
canon had not been a point of revelation, erudition 
could never have made it so; for erudition can 
create nothing ; it can only investigate and con- 
firm truth, and testify to that which exists, or 
detect error. We receive the canon of Scripture 
by revelation, in the same way that the Jews 
received the law which was given from Mount 
Sinai. Only one generation of the Jews wit- 
nessed the giving of the law ; but to all the future 
generations of that people, it was equally a matter 
of revelation. The knowledge of this was con- 
Teyed to them by testimony. In the same way. 
Christians, in their successive generations, receive 
the canon of Scripture as a matter of revelation. 
The testimony through which this is received, 
must indeed be transkited from a foreign lan- 
guage; but so must the account brought to us 
of any occurrence the most trivial that takes 
I^ace in a foreign country. If in this sense the 
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question of the canon be called a point of eru- 
dition, the Gospel itself must be called a point of 
erudition ; for it, too, must be translated from 
the original language in which it was announced, 
as also must every thing which the Scriptures 
contain. When a preacher inculcates the belief 
of the Gospel, or of a doctrine of Scripture, or 
obedience to any duty, would he be warranted in 
telling his audience that these are questions of 
erudition, not of divine revelation? Erudition 
may be allowed its full value, without suspending 
on it the authority of the Word of God. 

The assertion that the question of the canon is 
a point of erudition, not of divine revelation, is 
subversive of the whole of revelation. We have 
no way of knowing that the miracles related in the 
Scriptures were wrought, and that the doctrines in- 
culcated were taught, but by testimony, and the in- 
ternal evidence of the books themselves. We have 
the evidence of miracles, as that evidence comes to 
us by the testimony which vouches the authentici- 
ty of the inspired books. As far as the genuine- 
Bess and authenticity of any book are brought into 
suspicion, so far is every thing contained in it 
brought into suspicion. For it should always be 
remembered, that there is no greater absurdity 
than to question the claim of a book to a place in 
the canon, and at the same time to acknowledge 
its contents to be a revelation from God. There 
can be no evidence that the doctrines of Scripture 
are revealed truths, unless we are certain that 
the books of Scripture are revelation. If the 
books which compose the canon are not matter 
of revelation, then we have no revelation. If the 
truth of the canon be not established to us as 
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matter of revelation, then the books of which it is 
composed are not so established ; and if the books 
be not so, then not one sentence of them, nor one 
doctrine or precept which they contain, comes 
established to us as a revelation from God. If, 
then, the question of the canon be a point of 
erudition, not of divine revelation, so is every 
doctrine which the Scriptures contain ; for the 
doctrine cannot be assured revelation, if the book 
that contains it be not assured revelation. There 
can be no higher evidence of the doctrine being 
revelation, thau of the book that contains it; and, 
thus, were not the canon a matter of divine reve- 
lation, the whole Bible would be stripped of di- 
vine authority. Any thing, therefore, that goes 
to unsettle the canon, goes to unsettle every 
doctrine contained in the canon. 

Without a particular revelation to every indi- 
vidual, it does not appear that the authority of 
the canon could be ascertained to us in any 
other way than it is at present. The whole of 
the Scriptures was given at first by revelation, 
and afterwards this revelation was confirmed by 
ordinary means. The testimony concerning it 
has been hapded down in the churches from one 
generation to another. On this, and on their own 
internal characteristics of being divine, we receive 
the Scriptures with the most unsuspecting confi- 
dence, and on the same ground, the Jews received 
the Scriptures of the Old Testament. In these 
ways, it is fixed by divine authority, and not left in 
any uncertainty ; for, if its truth can be ascertained 
by ordinary means, it is fixed by the authority of 
God, as much as if an angel from heaven were 
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«very day to proclaim it over the earth. When 
Paul says, that his hand-writing of the salutation 
was the token in every epistle, he at once shows 
us the importance of the canon, and warrants us 
in receiving it as a divine revelation, attested by 
ordinary means. Those to whom he wrote had 
no other way of knowing the hand-writing of the 
Apostle than that foy which they knew any other 
hand-writing. Even at that time, the churches 
knew the genuineness of the epistles sent to them 
by ordinary means ; and Paul's authority warrants 
this as sufficient. We have, then, the authority 
of revelation for resting the canon on the ordinary 
sources of human evidence ; and they are such as 
to preclude the possibility of deception. The 
claim of the Epistles sent to the first churches, 
and of the doctrine they contain as divine, rested, 
even to those churches, on the same kind of 
evidence on which we now receive them. It is 
very important to settle what kind of evidence is 
sufficient for our receiving the Scriptures. Many 
have rated this too high, and as the Scriptures 
contain a revelation, they wished to haye them 
attested to every age by revelation, which is, in 
fact, requiring the continuance of miraculous in- 
terference, which it might easily be shown would 
be pernicious. 

With respect to the validity of the internal 
evidence on which the canon is received, an im- 
portant argument may be founded on John iv. 39. 
From the account of the woman of Samaria there 
related, we learn the kind of evidence on which 
the Lord Jesus was acknowledged while on earth. 
The foundation of this woman's faith was the 
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Lord's having told her all thin^ that ever she did. 
This was sufficient for her to recognize him as a 
prophet, or as one sent of God ; and, consequent- 
ly, when he declared to her that he was the 
Messiah, she had sufficient ground to believe so ; 
for God would not enable any one to tell her such 
things in order to deceive. For if there was 
evidence, from what he said, that he was sent by 
God, there was evidence, from his assertion, that 
he was the Messiah. From verse 41, of the same 
chapter, we learn, that " many more believed 
because of his own word ; " and that they did so, 
and that the woman believed, are exhibited to us» 
not only as facts, but as valid grounds of belief. 
Jesus had not worked any miracle, and the reason 
why they believed on him, is expressly stated to be 
because of his own word. If, then, the word of 
Jesus, unaccompanied by miracle, was a sufficient 
ground of faith when he spoke, it is equally valid 
in writing., From hearing him, the people of 
Samaria could assert, with confidence, that they 
themselves knew that he was indeed the Christ. 
And from reading the Scriptures, the same satis- 
factory evidence is obtained. In reading the 
Scriptures, we are oflen so struck with their 
evidence, that, independently of any other proof, 
we firmly believe that they come from God. We 
are often most forcibly convinced by evidence 
which we could hardly state intelligibly to others 
The Apostles still commend themselves to every 
man's conscience, and we feel the force of the 
question, " What is the chaff to the wheat, — is 
not my word like a fire?" Must, then, the 
illiterate man receive the Scriptures as a question 
of erudition? Must the canonical authority of 
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an epistle that recommends itself as the light of 
heaven, depend on questions of erudition ? 

Christians receive the Holy Scriptures on the 
authority of God, as declared by his inspired 
messengers, so that they are received on the 
ground of revelation. The illiterate are equally 
bound to receive them in this vtray, and interested^ 
in so doing, with the learned. As all are to be 
judged by them, it wras necessary that all should 
have full assurance that they are from God ; and 
it is matter of express revelation, that nothing but 
hatred of the light, and the love of darkness^ 
prevents any man who reads them from receivings 
the truth. Both the Old Testament and the Nevr 
come to us stamped with the authority of Him 
who is " the brightness of the Father's glory, and 
the express image of his person," and of those ta 
whom God bore ^* witness both with signs and 
wonders, and divers miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Ghost," and also with their own internal 
evidence of being divine. And if any portion of 
them be set aside as uninspired, or if any addition 
be made to them, it is done in spite of that au- 
thority and that evidence. 

If we displace from the canon any one of those 
books that have been sanctioned by the recog- 
nition of the Lord Jesus Christ and his Apostles, 
we overturn the authority on which the rest are 
held, and invite the evil propensities of our nature 
to quarrel with any thing in the Bible to which 
we find a disrelish. Those who hold that the 
question of the canon is open to discussion, and 
who set aside any part of it on the ground of 
either external or internal evidence, cannot be 
said to have a Bible. Their Bible will be longer 
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or shorter, according to their researches; and a 
fixed standard they can never have. 

If it be asked, Should we be precluded from 
inquiring into the grounds on which the canon is 
received ? it is replied, Certainly not. We ought 
to inquire into the grounds on which the canon is 
received, as well as into any other subject. But 
the permanent ground on which it stands, is 
testimony ; and such must b'e the ground of every 
historical fact. Internal evidence may confirm 
the authenticity of a book sanctioned by the 
canon ; but to suspend belief till we receive such 
confirmation, argues an ignorance of the princi- 
ples of evidence. A book might be inspired, 
when no such internal confirmation, from the 
nature of the subject, might be found. And when 
a book is substantially approved, by testimony, as 
belonging to the canon, no evidence can, by a 
Christian, be legitimately supposed possible, in 
opposition to its inspiration. This would be to 
suppose valid objections to first principles. Suffi- 
cient testimony deserves the same rank as a first 
principle, with axioms themselves. Axioms are 
not more necessary than testimony, to all the 
business of human life. Internal evidence may 
be sufficient to prove that a book is not divine ; 
but it is absurd to suppose that such a book can 
have valid testimony, and therefore it can never 
be supposed by a Christian, that any of those 
books that are received as part of the sacred 
canon on the authority of sufficient testimony^ 
can contain any internal marks of imposture. 
This would be to suppose the possibility of the 
clashing of two first principles. The thing that 
9 
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can be proved by a legitimate first principle, can 
never be disproved by another legitimate fir^t prin- 
ciple. This would be to suppose that God is not 
the author of the human constitution. If, then, 
in*a book recognized by the canon, as the Song 
of Solomon, we find matter which to our wisdom 
does not appear to be worthy of inspiration, we 
may be assured that we mistake. For if that 
book is authenticated by testimony as a part of 
the sacred Scriptures, which the Lord Jesus 
Christ sanctioned, it is authenticated by a first 
principle, to which God has bound us by the 
constitution of our nature to submit. If, in this 
instance, or in any particular instance, we reject 
it, our own conduct in other things will be our 
condemnation. There is no first principle in the 
constitution of man that can enable him to reject 
any thing in the Song of Solomon, coming, as 
it does, under the sanction of a first principle. 
Those persons who reject any books of the canon 
on such grounds, would show themselves much 
more rational, as well as more humble Christians, 
if, recognizing the paramount authority of a first 
principle universally acknowledged, they would 
receive the Song of Solomon and the Book of 
Esther, or any other of the books that they now 
reject, as parts of the Word of God, and humbly 
endeavor to gain from them the instruction and 
edification which, as divine books, they must be 
calculated to give. This questioning of the canon, 
then, proceeds on infidel and irrational principles, 
which, if carried to their legitimate length, must 
end in complete unbelief. 

** According to your way of proceeding," ob- 
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serves Augustine, in reference to those who sup- 
posed that the Scriptures had been interpolated or 
corrupted, — and the observation is equally appli- 
cable to all who add to, or reject, , certain parts 
of the sacred canon — ** According to your way 
of proceeding, the authority of Scripture is quite 
destroyed, and every one's fancy is to determine 
what in the Scriptures is to be received, and what 
not. He does not admit it, because it is found in 
writings of so great credit and authority ; but it 
is rightly written, because it is agreeable to his 
judgment. Into what confusion and uncertainty 
must men be brought by such a principle ! " 

It is a wonderful circumstance in the provi- 
dence of God, that while the two parts of Scrip- 
ture were delivered to two classes, with the fullest 
attestation of their divine original, both the one 
and the other have been faithful in preserving 
the precious trust respectively committed to them, 
while they have both been rebellious in regard 
to that part of which they were not originally 
appointed the depositaries. The Jews always held 
the books of the Old Testament in the highest 
veneration, and continued to preserve them, with- 
out addition or diminution, until the coming of 
Him concerning whom they testify, and they have 
kept them entire to this day; yet they have al- 
together rejected the New Testament Scriptures. 
And while Christians have all agreed in preserving 
the Scriptures of the New Testament entire and 
uncorrupted, they have wickedly adulterated those 
of the Old by a spurious addition, or have re- 
trenched certain portions of them. Of the divine 
original of the sacred Scriptures, as we now 
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possess them, we hare evidence the most abundant 
and diversified. It is the distinguishing charac- 
teristic of the Gospel, that it is preached to the 
poor ; and God has so ordered if, that the authen- 
ticity of that Word by which ail are to be judged, 
should not be presented to them as a matter of 
doubtful disputation. 
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CHAPTER I. 

SURJECT STATED AND ORJECTIONS ANSWERED. 

Sooree of knowledge. — iDspiration attested, by the nature and value 
of the things revealed, and by the evidence of their truth. — Source 
of difficulties. — No proof of different degrees of inspiration. — Inspi- 
ration not claimed for transcribers. — Usus Joqoendi of inspira- 
tion. — Inspiration extends to words as well as to ideas. — Proof 
from Scripture. — Opinion of Edwards and Owen. — Yet the sacred 
penmen retained the ordinary exercise of their faculties. — Objec- 
tions from a change of words in paiallel passages, and from diner- 
ence of style, from erroneous opinions being inspired, from previous 
knowledge on the part of the writers. — The Bible wholly the work 
of man, and wholly the book of Grod. 

The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
are not only genuine and authentic, but also in- 
spired writings. The claim of inspiration which 
they advance, is a claim of infallibility and of per- 
fection. It is also a claim of absolute authority, 
which demands unlimited submission. - It is a 
claim which, if set up for any other book, might, 
with the utmost ease, be shown to be unfounded. 

The inspiration of the Scriptures is attested, both 
by the nature and value of their contents, and by 
the evidence of their truth. On these grounds, 
they stand without a rival in the world, and chal- 
lenge from every man the highest possible regard. 
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Our knowledge of the inspiration of the Bible, 
Hke every other doctrine it contains, must be 
collected from itself If the writers of this book 
appear with such credentials as entitle them to be 
received as commissioned of God, then it is from 
themselves only we can learn those truths which 
they are authorized to make known. Among 
these, it is of primary importance to know what 
is the extent of tliat dependence which we are 
to place on their words. Is implicit credit to 
be given to every thing they declare? and if the 
writers are numerous, is this equally due to 
them all ? 

The question of inspiration has been viewed as 
one of the utmost difficulty ; and, accordingly , 
various theories have been invented to explain it. 
To those who consider the subject merely in the 
light of the Bible itself, (the only source of legit- 
imate information on any matter of revelation,) it 
may appear surprising that this doctrine should be 
supposed to present any difficulties at all. Noth- 
ing can be more clearly, more expressly, or more 
precisely taught in the Word of God. And while 
other important doctrines may be met with passages 
of seeming opposition, there is not in the language 
of'the Scriptures one expression that even appears 
tocontradict their plenary* inspiration. Whence, 
then, it may be asked, has arisen the idea of diffi- 
culty so general among the learned, but utterly 
unknown to the great body of Christians ? It has 



* The author uses plenary and verbal ss synonymous. In the 
present edition, the first of these words is used in preference to 
the second^ as having a wider sense, and as having been mote 
commonly used by respectable writers. The omission of the other 
aaket no aheration in the meaaiag of tht anther. 
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wholly arisen from a profane desire to penetrate 
into the manner of the divine operation on the 
mind of man in the communication of revealed 
truth. Instead of coming to the Scriptures in a 
childlike manner, and humbly submitting to what 
they teach on this subject, many have occupied 
themselves in forming a scale for determining how 
far divine assistance was afforded to the sacred 
penmen in the different parts of thoir writings; 
and, according to almost all those who have dis- 
cussed this subject, some parts of Scripture re- 
quire only a very small degree of divine assistance. 
But as the Scriptures assert the inspiration equally 
of all their parts, these writers are obliged to 
denominate even this slight assistance as a kind 
of inspiration. Some, accordingly, make three 
degrees or kinds of inspiration, while others add 
a fourth. To the Superintendence , Elevation, and 
Suggestion, of Doddridge, has been added Direc- . 
Hon, And some, substantially agreeing in the 
doctrine of different degrees, quarrel wkh the 
terms by which these distinctions are designated, 
and for Suggestion, have substituted Revelation, 
as more appropriately expressing the highest de- 
gree in the scale of inspiration. 

To these speculations, though very generally 
adopted, the writers of the Scriptures give not the 
slightest countenance or support. Such being the 
fact, and as the question of inspiration can only 
be determined by the Scriptures themselves, all 
the distinctions that have been introduced are 
nothing better than vain and unsubstantial theo- 
ries, unfounded and unsupported by any evidence. 
The Scriptures contain no intimation of their 
^ing written under an inspiration of any kind 
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but one. " All Scripture" says Paul, " is given 
by inspiration of God,** This declaratioQ refers 
to the whole of the Old Testament, which Timothy 
had known from his childhood. But as the greater 
part of the New Testament was at that time pub- 
lished, and as the whole of it is uniformly classed 
by its writers with the Old Testament, this expres- 
sion of Paul equally applies to the New Testament. 
The Apostle- Peter classes all the Epistles of Paul, 
which he ascribes to the wisdom given to him, 
with ** the other Scriptures," thereby declaring 
them to be of the same authority, and showing 
that all the writings, both of the Old and New 
Testament, went by the name of ** Scriptures." 

Inspiration belongs , to the original writings. 
No one contends for any degree of inspiration in 
the transcribers in different ages. Accuracy in 
the copies they have made, is, under the provi- 
dence of God, by which he always perfectly attains 
his purposes, secured by the fidelity of those to 
t^bom the Scriptures have been committed — by 
the opposition of parties watching each other, as 
qf Jews and Christians, and of various sects — 
and by the great multiplication of copies and 
translations into different languages, which took 
place so early. 

The inspiration spoken of in the book of Job, 
xxxii. 8, where it is said, ** There is a spirit in 
men, and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth 
them understanding," appears to r^fer to the 
communication of those intellectual powers with 
which man is endowed by his Creator. Every 
Christian has, besides this, an unction from the 
Holy Ghost, who dwelleth in him, through whom 
he was born again, and by whose influence his 
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Spiritual life is maintained. There have also 
been various miraculous gifls of the Holy Spirit 
bestowed on the servants of God; and among 
these is that inspiration, by means of which God 
has revealed himself in the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments. 

The word inspire signifies to breathe into, and 
literally corresponds to the original in 2 Tim. gi. 
16. AH Scripture is inspired by God, or breathed 
into the toriters by God, It is, therefore, of the 
writing or communication that the inspiration is 
asserted.- The Greek compound word corre- 
sponding to our phrase inspired by Gody was 
applied among the heathens to such dreams as 
were supposed to be breathed into men by any of 
the gods. This inspiration, which, without any 
variation or exception, is claimed by the writers 
of the Scripture, and which entitles the whole of 
it to be denominated << the Word of God," is of 
the highest kind by which they were " led into all 
truth." It consists in the communication made 
to their minds by the Spirit of God, of the ideas 
and words which they have recorded in that sacred 
book. Paul expressly calls the Old Testament 
Scriptures '' the Oracles of God," which were 
committed to the Jews. Rom. iii. 2. He after* 
wards gives the same denomination of " oracles " 
to all the revealed truth of God. Heb. v. 12. The 
same expression was used by the Greeks to denote 
the responses given out in distinct words, which 
their priests made, in the name of their deities, to 
those who consulted them. In the same sense, 
Stephen, speaking under the immediate influence 
of the Holy Ghost, refers to what the angel spake 
to Moaes on Mount Sinai under the appellation of 
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•'lively oracles." In this expression, then, the 
plenary inspiration of the whole of the Scriptures 
is distinctly asserted. 

In the passage already quoted, " All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God,*' the same thing is 
explicitly declared. Here Paul does not say the 
meaning of all Scripture, or the ideas contained 
i%it, but all Scripture — all writing, or all that is 
written, (taking writing in the appropriated sense 
ID which he uses it,) is given by inspiration of 
God. Here, then, we have a most unequivocal 
testimony to the inspiration of the words of Scrip- 
ture, for neither a meaning, nor an idea, can be 
expressed in writing, except by words. If any 
writing is inspired, the words of necessity must 
be inspired, because the words are the writing ; for 
what is a writing, but words written ? The thoughts 
and seatiments are the meaning of the words. To 
say that a writing is inspired, while the words are 
uninspired, is a contradiction in terms. To the 
same purpose, the Apostle Peter affirms, '' The 
prophecy came not of old time by the will of man, 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost.'' If they spake as they were 
moved, they did not independently choose the 
language they uttered, but the words which they 
spoke were given to them by the Holy Ghost. In 
the same manner the Disciples, on the day of Pen- 
tecost, " were all filed with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance." Here then utterance, or 
the words they spoke, is expressly ascribed to the 
Holy Spirit. Nothing can more distinctly convey 
the meaning of inspiration than these words, " wJu^ 
by the mouth of thy servant David hath said." — « 
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Acts iv. 25. And this inspiration, which without 
variation or exception is claimed for the Scrip- 
tures by the sacred writers, entitles the whole of 
them to be called " the Word of Gody' to which 
high designation they could not be entitled on 
mny other ground. 

The words of Scripture, indeed, as used by the 
writers, were their own words, that is, the words 
which they employed.. But this does not convey 
the idea that the Bible is partly the word of God, 
and partly the word of man. It is not the effect 
of any such cooperation, as supposes that one 
part was produced by God, and the other part by 
man, to make out a whole. The passages above 
quoted preclude our entertaining any such notion. 
Because the words were written by the Prophets 
and Apostles, this does not prevent them from 
being the words of God, The following remarks 
of President Edwards, when he is combating the 
deeply erroneous sentiment of the Arminians re« 
, specting a cooperation between God and man in 
the work of grace, will explain this matter. " In 
efficacious grace we are not merely passive, nor 
yet does God do some, and we do the rest. But 
God does all, and we do all. God produces all, and 
we act all. For that is what he produces, viz., our 
own acts. God is the only proper author and foun- 
dation : we only are the proper actors. We are, 
in different respects, wholly passive and wholly ac- 
tive. In the Scriptures the same things are rep- 
resented as from God and from us. God is said to 
convert men, and men are said to convert and turn. 
God makes a new heart, and we are commanded 
to make us a new heart. God circumcises the 
heart, and we are commanded to circumcise our 
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own hearts ; not merely because we must use the 
means in order to the effect, but the effect itself is 
our act and our duty. These things are agreeable 
to that text, * God worketh in you both to will and 
to do.' " — Edwards's Remarks, &.C., 251. 

" We grant," says Dr. Owen, " that they '* (the 
sacred writers) " used their own abilities of mind 
and understanding in the choice of words and 
expressions. So the preacher sought to find out 
acceptcAie words, Eccles. xii. 10. But the Holy 
Spirit, who is more intimate into the minds and 
skill of men than they are themselves, did so 
guide and operate in them, as that the words they 
fixed upon were as directly and certainly from 
him, as if they had been spoken to them by an 
audible voice.'* — Owen^Os the Spirit, Book it, 
ch. i. sect. 20. , 

We *are not, however, required to suppose, 
that, while inspired, the ordinary exercise of the 
faculties of .the penmen of the Scriptures was 
counteracted or suspended, or that their minds 
did not entirely go along with what was commu- 
nicated to them. They were all ** filled with the 
Holy Ghost," Acts xi, 4. They " had the mind 
of Christ," 1 Cor. xi. 15 ; and were themselves 
cast into the mould of that doctrine which they 
delivered to others. We are certain, then, as 
appears from the whole of their writings, that, as 
far as they comprehended the truths which they 
were employed to retjord, they both fully acqui- 
esced in thern^ and powerfully felt their force. It 
forms no objection to this inspiration, that the 
words of Scripture are occasionally changed in 
parallel passages or quotations, by Him who dic- 
tated th^. The Holy Spirit is not confined to 
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anyone mode of expression, and in such places 
fais mind is conveyed in words, which, though 
varied by him, are yet perfectly adapted to. com- 
municate bis will. ^ 

Nor does the difference of style which we find 
among these writers at all conclude against their 
having the words they were to write imparted to 
them. The style that God was pleased to employ 
was used, and the instruments were such as that 
style was natural to, flowing, like the words, with 
their full consent, and according to the particular 
tone of their minds, while they yielded to the 
impression as voluntary and intelligent agents. 
The Holy Spirit could dictate to them his own 
words in such a way that they would also foe 
their words, uttered with the understanding. He 
could speak the same thought by the mouth of a 
thousand persons, each in his own style. Is it, 
then, because we cannot comprehend the mode of 
such an operation, that arrogant and weak mortals 
dare to deny the obvious import of Scripture 
declarations 1 

The objection to plenary inspiration, taken from 
the variety of style among the sacred writers, 
though at first sight it may seem plausible, is, in 
reality, both unfounded and absurd. It is taking 
it for granted that two or more accounts of the 
same thing, differing in phraseology, though sub- 
stantially agreeing, cannot all be the words of 
inspiration; which has not the smallest founda- 
tion in truth, ' If variety of expression in relating 
the same things in the Gospel, would not affect 
the truth of the narrative, oi^the suj^osition that 
the writers were uninspired men, why is it pre- 
nomedthat it would affect it on the supposition 
10 
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of their being inspired ; and why should it be 
thought improper for the Holy Ghost to make 
use of that variety ? Or, because one peculiar 
cast of style distinguishes every man's writings, is 
it thought impossible that the Spirit of God can 
employ a variety of styles ; or is it supposed that 
He must be confined to one single mode of ex- 
pression ? The simple statement of such an idea 
contains its refutation. It is evident, too, that . 
variety of style militates no more against plenary 
inspiration, than against the supposed inspiration 
of superintendence; for if the Holy Spirit sanc^ 
Honed variety, it was equally consistent to dictate 
variety. And it might be shown that such variety 
is of essential importance in the Gospel narratives 
in bringing out very interesting views, that could 
not be so well exhibited in a single narrative. 

Of the fact, however, that the variety of style 
which is found among the writers of the Scrip- 
tures, does not in the smallest degree militate 
against that plenary inspiration by which they 
affirm that they. wrote, we have conclusive proof. 
For while it is evident to all; that there is a 
certain characteristic distinction of styre, that 
pervades the whole of the Scriptures, and suffi- 
ciently attests that they are the work of the same 
author, it is equally certain that each one of the 
writers is distinguished from, the rest by a style 
peculiar to himself. Now, the difference of style 
is as great amonrg the prophets, when predicting 
future event's, which they did not understand, 
where, as is admitted by all, the words they em- 
ployed must necessarily have been commmiicated to 
them, as it is found to be among them when re- 
lating events with which they were preyiouilly 
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acquainted. Here, then, we hare positive proof 
on this subject, which it is impossible to set 
aside. The objection, too, that is founded on 
variety of style, to the communication of words^ 
would equally militate against the communication 
of ideas. There is as great diversity of modes 
OP THOUGHT, and of viewing their subjects, as of 
EXPRESSION AND STYLE, among the writers of 
Scripture, And can it for a moment be supposed, 
that, either as to the one or the other, the Spirit 
of God is limited? "He that planted the ear, 
shall he not hear ? He that formed the eye, shall 
he not see ? " " Who hath made man's mouth, 
or who raaketh the dumb, or the deaf, or the 
seeing, or the blind ? did not I the Lord ? " He 
who conferred upon men all the varied powers 
and faculties which they possess, is he not able 
to communicate to their minds whatever seems 
to him good, in every possible variety of expres- 
sion, and in every conceivable shape? 

It has been objected, that if the verbal inspira- 
tion of the whole of the Scriptures could be 
proved, it would follow, that the words of all the 
speakers who are introduced in them, such as 
those of Job's friends, although their opinions 
were erroneous, nay, even the words of the devil 
himself, were inspired. This objection is so ab- 
surd, that unless it had been sometimes gravely 
urged, it would be too trifling to be noticed. Is 
it not sufficiently plain, that while God dictated 
to the sacred penmen the words of those referred 
to, he dictated them to be inserted, not as his 
words, but as their words? Every thing con- 
tained in the Bible, whether the words of the 
penmen, that contain the mind of God, or the 
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words of olbers^ that are inserted for the purpose 
of giving such information as he is pleased to 
impart, is equally^ according to the express dec- 
larations of Scripture, dictated by God. It should^ 
however, be observed, that it is not at all implied 
in the assertion of plenary inspiration, that every 
example recorded in Scripture, without any judg- 
ment expressed with regard to the conduct of 
good, or even inspired men, should be for imita- 
tion. When the Word of God records human 
conduct, without pronouncing on its morality, 
whether it is sin or duty must be ascertained by 
an appeal to the general principles of Scripture. 

It is no yalid objection to plenary inspiration » 
that the sacred writers were often acquainted 
beforehand with those facts which they recorded, 
and that they were directed to refer to this knowl- 
edge to establish their credibility. This no more 
proves that their relating these facts originated 
with themselves, than the previous knowledge of 
a messenger of the contents of the message he 
bears, proves that it originated wtth himself, or 
detracts from its troth or authority. Nor does it 
form any objection, that the penmen of Scriptuie 
often appeal, in support of what they advance, to 
its own evidence, or that they reason from prin- 
ciples granted by those whom they address. This 
was practised by the Lord himself, as to whose 
words no Christian will affirm that they are not 
the words of God. 

There is a simplicity, harmony, and consistency, 
in that plan which represents the Scriptures as, in 
cme point of view, the production of man, and in 
another wholly the book of God. This is pre- 
cisely consistent with the language of the Apostle 
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Paul, when he sometimes designates the Gospel, 
"my Gospel," and sometimes, "the Gospel of 
God," it being, in fact, both the one and the 
other. Though the deepest wisdom of man could 
never have anticipated such a scheme of inspira- 
tion, yet, when it is submitted to the mind, it 
manifests itself to be divine. And nothing but 
this view will harmonize all the assertions of the 
Scriptures. 

The subject of the inspiration of the Bible has 
been too much disregarded among Christians; 
many have not attended to it at all, while others 
have ventured to indulge in vain speculations 
respecting it. But like every other doctrine, the 
nature of divine inspiration ought to be carefully 
inquired into, and the truth respecting it received 
with the most unreserved submission. It will be 
proper, then, to consider it solely in the light 
which the Word of God affords ; and for this 
purpose, after attending to the objections that 
have been derived from erroneous views of the 
meaning of certain passages of Scripture, to ex- 
hibit the ample proofs contained in the sacred^ 
record, which unequivocally substantiate its own 
plenary inspiration in every part, without one 
single exception. 
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ERRONEOUS INTERPRETATIONS. 



Ikroneous interpretations, which have led to a denial that certain parts 
of Ser ipture were inspired. — Paul never disclaims inspiration. — 
Some things revealed seem trivial. — Remark of Doddridge. — " Driok 
no longer water," &c. — Mention of the clonk. — Contieqoenccs of 

denying the inspiration of these texts Ground ol holding them to 

he inspired. — Objection from our ignorance of what is meant, Det 
valid. — Opinion oft>rigen. — Doubts oo the inspiration of Mark and 



The inspiration of certain parts of the Scr»|>- 
tures is frequently denied, on the supposition that 
the Apostles themselves *^ sometimes candidly 
admit, that they are not speaking by inspiration." 
This objection proceeds on a mistaken view of 
the meaning of the passages on which it is 
founded. 

In the 7th chapter of the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians, the Apostle Paul is supposed, in some 
places, to disclaim in^iration, and, in one place, 
not to be certain whether he is inspired or not. 
This, at first sight, will appear to be evidently 
contrary to the uniform style of this Apostle's 
writings, and altogether improbable, when, as a 
commissioned and accredited ambassador of Jesus 
Christ, he is answering <;ertain questions put to 
him by a Christian church, to whom he had just 
before in the most explicit manner asserted, that 
he spoke " not in the words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth ; " 
and that he was addressing them *' in the name 
of the Lord Jesus.'' 1 Cor. ii. 13, and v. 4. At- 
tention to these things might have prevented the 
adoption of the unfounded and mistaken meaning 
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that has been affixed to the passages referred to, 
which tends to unsettle the minds of Christians 
respecting the inspiration of the Scriptures. No 
such indecision, however, attaches to the passages 
in question. 

In answer to the question about marriage, Paul 
says, f 1 Cor. vii. 6,) ''I speak this by permission, 
and not of commandment." Does this mean, that 
the Spirit permitted him, but did not command 
him, to give the answer he had done ? Even upon 
this supposition, the Apostle's declaration must be 
according to the mind of the Spirit; for Paul 
could not, on such an occasion, have been per- 
mitted to say what was contrary to it. But this 
would have been a very extraordinary and unusual 
mode of communicating that mind, and evidently 
is not what is here intended. The obvious mean- 
ing is, that what the Apostle here said was in the 
way of permission, not of commandment. ''I 
i^eak this," says he, *' as a permission, and not as 
a commandment ; " and without this, the Apostle 
might have been understood as enjoining marriage 
as an indispensable duty. In the Second Epistle 
to the same church, chap. viii. 8, the Apostle 
expresses himself to the same purpose in a passage, 
which no one misunderstands. Again, 1 Cor. vii. 
10 — "Unto the married I command, yet not I, 
but the Lord." This commandment had been 
delivered by the Lord Jesus Christ himself. The 
Apostle, therefore, had no new commandment to 
driver to them, or no commandment from him- 
self only, but one which the Lord had given. 
" To the rest," says he, "speak I, not the Lord." 
There was no former commandment given by the 
Lord, to which he might here refer ti^ ; on this 
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1 Corinthians, vii. 6. 

point, therefore, he now delivers to them the will 
of God. So far, indeed, was this commandment 
from having been given before, that it was the 
repeal of an old one, by which, under the Jewish 
« dispensation, the people were commanded to put 
away their wives, if heathens. Can it, then, be 
supposed, that the Apostle is speaking from* him- 
self, and not under the dictation of the Holy 
Ghost, when he is declaring the abrogation of a 
part of the law of God? 

**Now, concerning virgins, I have no com- 
mandment of the Lord ; yet I give my judgment 
as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to 
be faithful." Here again no commandment had 
formerly been given, to which Paul could refer 
those to whom he wrote. But now, he gave his 
judgment as one that had obtained mercy of the 
Lord to be faithful in the discharge of that minis- 
try which he had received, to deliver the whole 
counsel of God to man. '* I think also that I 
have the Spirit of God." In this, as in many 
other passages, the word translated, " I think," * 
does not mean doubting, but certainty. If Paul 
meant it to be understood, that he was not certain 
whether he was inspired or not, it would contra- 
dict all he has so often positively declared, in the 
same Epistle, on the subject of his inspiration, both 
before the expression in question, and afterwards, 
when he says, chap. xiv. 37, ** If any man think 
himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him 
acknowledge that the things which I write unto 

• "On 1 Cor. vii. 40, Wd/hu remarks, that the v. ioK<a 
imports not an uncertain opinion, but conviction and knowledge, 
as John v. 39. So in Xenophortj Cyropsed., at the end of tiie 
proem, UoBn^M AOKOTM£N, expieMes oMtunmee, not doubt" 
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you are the commandments of the Lord" And it 
would stand directly opposed to what he affirms, 
1 Thess. iv. 8, " He, therefore, that despiseth, 
despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given 
unto us his Holy Spirit." But so far is this from 
being the case, that in order more deeply to im* 
press the minds of those to whom he wrote, with 
the importance of what he had said, Paul con- 
cludes by assuring them, that he was certain thai 
he wrote by the Spirit of God. 

The only other passage in which this Apostle 
is supposed to disclaim inspiration occurs in 2 
Cor. xi. 17 — " That which I speak, I speak it 
not after the Lord, but as it were foolishly,- in this 
confidence of boasting." In this passage Paul 
does not refer to the authority, but to the ex- 
ample, of the Lord. *' I speak not according to 
the example or manner of the Lord, but afler the 
manner of fools" — a manner which, as he tells 
the Corinthians in the next chapter, they had 
compelled him to adopt Such is the true sense 
of the above passages ; but even if the mistaken 
meaning that is so often attributed to them, were 
the just one, they would not at all militate against 
the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, because 
in that case Paul must be viewed as having been 
inspired to write precisely as he has done, since 
they form a part of Scripture, all of which is given 
by inspiration of God. 

Another passage in the Second Epistle of Peter, 
i. 19, is frequently quoted, so as to invalidate the 
Apostolic testimony. Peter had just before de- 
clared, that on the mount of transfiguration, he 
and the other -Apostles had been eye-witnesses of 
the majesty of Jesus Christ, and had heard the 
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voice from heaven, which attested that he was 
the beloved Son of God. Yet, after this, he is 
supposed to refer Christians to the word of proph- 
ecy, as *' more sure " than this testimony. Instead 
of this, which is evidently a very improper view 
of the passage, degrading to the testimony of the 
Apostles, (than which there is nothing in heaven, 
or on earth, more absolutely certain,) he refers 
to the prophecies, now made "more firm" or 
" confirmed " by what they had witnessed.* 

Two passages are quoted from Paul's First 
Epistle to Timothy, v. 23 — "Drink no longer 
water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake, 
and thine often infirmities." And 2 Tim. iv. 13, 
'* The cloak that I left at Troas with Carpus, when 
thou comest, bring with thee, and the books, but 
especially the parchments." These passages, it is 
supposed, are of so unimportant a nature, that they 
cannot be the dictates of inspiration. Such a con- 
clusion, even if we could not discover their use, 
would be altogether unwarrantable. On the same 
principle we might reject many other parts of 
Scripture, the import of which we do not under- 
stand; but in doing so, we should act both as 
absurdly and irreverently as the daring infidel, 
who might assert that a worm or a mushroom was 
not the workmanship of God, because it appeared 
to him insignificant ; or that the whole world was 
not created by God, because it contained deserts 
and barren wastes, the use of which he could not 
comprehend. 

* " The Apostle," says Wetstein, " does not oppose the pro- 
phetic word to fables, or to the transfiguration seen by himself. 
.... But the prophetic word is morejirm now, as it has been 
confirmed by the event, than it was before the event. So the 
Greek interpreters understood the passage.'' 
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In reference to the above passages, Dr. Dod- 
dridge makes the following remarks : " There are 
other objections of a quite different class, with 
which I have no concern; because they affect 
only such a degree of inspiration, as I think it not 
prudent, and I am sure it is not necessary, to as- 
sert. I leave them, therefore, to be answered hy 
those, if any such there be, who imagine that 
Paul would need an immediate revelation from 
Heaven, and a miraculous dictate of the Holy 
Ghost, to remind Timothy of the cloak and wri- 
tings which he left at Troas, or to advise him to 
mingle a little wine with his water J* * Modern 
writers on inspiration have likewise singled out 
these two passages, together with the shipwreck 
of Paul on the Island of Melita, as uninspired, 
because they conceive that ** these were not things 
of a religious nature." 

Respecting the account of the Apostle's ship- 
wreck, there are few things to be found in the 
historical parts of the Bible that are more truly 
valuable, whether we consider the delightful and 
encouraging views it affords of the providential 
dealings of the Lord in every circumstance of the 
life of his people, or attend to the unparalleled 
illustration it furnishes of the manner by which 
the purposes of God are, in the use of means^ 
carried into effect. Nothing could be more worthy 
of inspiration than the recording of this portion of 
Scripture ; and so far from not being of a religious 
nature, the account it contains is fraught with 
the most important religious instruction. As to 



* Dissertation on the Inspiration of the New Testament, in 
Appendix to the Harmojiy or the Evangelists, p. 58. 
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the objection that is founded on the two passages 
in the Epistles to Timothy, it being both commonly 
made, and resorted to as one of the strongholds of 
those who oppose the plenary inspiration of the 
whole of Scripture, it requires to be examined 
at some length. Instead of being so trifling as to 
render them unworthy to be a part of divine rev- 
elation, they present considerations of very high 
interest. 

In the first of these passages, it is said, *' Drink 
DO longer water, but use a little wine for thy 
stomach's sake, and thine often infirmities." A 
due consideration of the nature of the office of 
Paul, who gave this injunction to Timothy, and 
of the Epistle in which it is contained, as a part 
of the oracles of God, as well as of the service 
in which Timothy was engaged, ought to have 
deterred any one from rashly concluding that this 
verse forms no part of the words of inspiration. 
The connection, too, in which it is found, em- 
bodied in one of the most solemn addresses to be 
met with in the Scriptures, assures us that it must 
contain something of importance. '^ I charge thee 
before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
elect angels, that thou observe these things, without 
preferring one before another, doing nothing by 
partiality. Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither 
be partaker of other men's sins : keep thyself pure. 
Drink no longer water, but use a little ujine for 
thy stomdch^s sake, and thine often infirmities. 
Some men's sins are open beforehand, going be- 
fore to judgment; and some men they follow (xfter. 
Likewise also the good works of some are manifest 
beforehand; and they that are otherwise cannot be 
hidJ* Can it be imagined that, — in the midst of 
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an address, in which, if the language of inspira- 
tion is to be found in the Bible, the Apostle is 
speaking by it, — before the charge is completed, 
which contains a permanent law in the kingdom 
of Christ, the course of that inspiration is sudden- 
ly interrupted, and broken in upon, by a remark 
merely human, **not of a religious nature" — by 
an advice, which, originating with the Apostle, 
might not be judicious? On the contrary, being 
fully assured that the verse in question is, like the 
other parts of the charge that precede and follow 
it, dictated by the Divine Spirit, we are prepared 
to regard it as containing what is worthy of its 
author, and deserving of our attention. Proceed- 
ing, then, to examine it, under the settled convic- 
tion that it is given by inspiration of God, and that 
it is profitable for instruction in righteousness, I 
observe, That while enjoining upon Timothy many 
arduous and laborious duties, the Apostle was in- 
spired to admonish him to attend to his health, in 
order to fit him for their right discharge; and 
hence Timothy was taught, and we learn, that it 
is the duty of every man to have a regard for his 
health, even amidst the most important labors, in 
prder that he may be more fitted for the service 
of God, and that his life may be prolonged in that 
service. 

2. We learn the abstemiousness of Timothy, 
notwithstanding his bodily weakness and abun- 
dant labors. 

3. That his abstemiousness was even carried 
the length of an unnecessary austerity, and that 
although he had a good end in view, this over- 
abstemiousness was wrong, and was therefore cor- 
rected by the Apostle. Hence we learn how apt 

11 
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we are to err, even when our intentions are good, 
and how necessary it is to receive direction from 
the Lord. 

4. If Timothy was in an error respecting the 
lawfulness of using wine, that error is here cor- 
rected ; but whether this was the case or not, it 
was a matter of importance to instruct believers 
on this point, on which, as it appears from Rom. 
xiv. 21, a diversity of opinion existed in the 
churches. The lawfulness of the use of wine 
was denied by the Essenes, a sect among the 
Jews, as was afterwards the case with difierent 
Christian sects. This error may have been im- 
bibed by them, or confirmed by the law of the 
Nazarites, or from a partial attention to the man- 
ner in which the Rechabites, who abstained from 
wine, were held up as an example of obedience to 
the people of Israel. In this view of the passage, 
it contains a most salutary and necessary corrective 
of what might otherwise have become extensively 
prejudicial in the kingdom of Christ ; and it proves 
a useful comment, in the way of warning, on what 
the Apostle had said a little before, concerning 
a defection that was to take place in the latter 
times, in which false teachers were to command 
men to abstain from meats which God had created, 
to be received with thanksgiving. Chap. iii. 3. 

5. Use " a little wine." Here we are instructed 
in the duty of temperance. We are taught to use 
the bounties of Providence with moderation, and 
in subordination to our sustenance and bodily 
health. 

6. If the error of those who live too abstemi- 
ously, so as to hurt their health, be here corrected ; 
how much more does this passage condemn those 



d by Google 



Ch. n.] THE HOLY BCRIFTUBES. 133 

S Timothy it. 13. 

who exceed in a contrary extreme, and who impair 
their constitutions by intemperance ! 

7. From this passage, as from some others, 
e. g. Phil. ii. 27, we learn that the Apostles had it 
not in their power on every occasion, even when 
they might be desirous of it, to work miraculous 
cures, and that the gift of healing, at that 'time 
vouchsafed, did not preclude the use of means for 
the preservation of health. 

8. This passage sanctions the medical profes- 
sion. This is very important, as some Christians 
have been inclined to think, that to have recourse 
to a physician is to supersede the interposition of 
God. Now, the prescription of Paul to Timothy 
was a medical prescription, founded on the fitness 
of the medicinal qualities of wine. .Christians 
ought, indeed, to look to God for their cure ; so 
ought they for the nourishment of their bodies; 
for man does not live by bread alone, but both 
food and medicine are to be taken as the means 
appointed by God, as we here learn. 

The other passage referred to, occurs in Paul's 
Second Epistle to Timothy, ch. iv. 13 — "The 
cloak that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou 
comest, bring with thee, and the books, but e8p&> 
cially the parchments." This passage, like the 
former, is introduced in the midst of very solemn 
considerations, in connection with an annunciation 
of the Apostle Paul's trial for his life, and in the 
immediate prospect of his martyrdom. In his 
desire to have his cloak brought to him from a 
distance, a proof is recorded, at the close of his 
ministry, of Paul's disinterestedness in his labors 
among the churches. We are here reminded of 
bis resolution, and are taught how faithfully he 
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adhered to it, to make the Gospel of God with- 
out charge ; and in the peculiar circumstances in 
which he was placed, not to abuse his power of 
receiving support in preaching the Gospel, or to 
allow his glorying on the ground of his disinter- 
estedness to be made void. I Cor. ix. 13 — 18. 
On the approach of winter, in a cold prison, and 
at the termination of his course, the Apastle Paul 
appears here to be a follower indeed of him who 
had not where to lay his head. He is presented 
to our view as actually enduring those hardships, 
which elsewhere he describes in a manner so 
affecting — " in prisons, — in cold, in nakedness." 
He had abandoned, as he elsewhere informs us, all 
the fair prospects that once opened to him of 
worldly advantages, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ, and had suffered the loss 
of all things ; and in this Epistle we see all that 
he has said on the subject imbodied and verified. 
He is about to suffer death for the testimony of 
Jesus ; and now he requests one of the few friends 
that still adhered to him, (all the others, as he 
tells us, having forsaken him,) to do his diligence 
to come before winter, and to bring to him his 
cloak. Here, in his solemn farewell address, of 
which the verse before us forms a part, — the last 
of his writings, and which contains a passage of 
unrivalled grandeur, — the Apostle of the Gentiles 
is exhibited in a situation deeply calculated to 
affect us. We behold him standing upon the 
confines of the two worlds, — in this world about 
to be beheaded, as guilty, by the Emperor of 
Rome, — in the other world to be crovmed, as 
righteous, by the King of kings, — here deserted 
by men» there to be welcomed by angels, — here in 
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want of a cloak to cover him, there to be clothed 
upon with his house from heaven ! 

Dr. Doddridge, in his commentary on the pas- 
sage before us, has the following note : " Bring 
with thee that cloak. If q>eXovf^y here signifies 
cloakf or numtle, it is, as Gfrotius justly observes, a 
proof of PauTs poverty, that he had occasion to 
send so far for such a garment, which probably 
was not quite a new one." Since, as we here learn, 
this observation of Grotius appeared j'tis^ to Dr. 
Doddridge, it might have prevented him from rash- 
ly treating the subject with the levity which ap- 
pears in his remark, formerly quoted, and from 
thinking it not *' prudent" to assert, that the text 
was dictated by the Holy Spirit. The observation 
of Grotius to which he refers, is as follows : ** See 
the poverty of so great an Apostle, who considered 
80 small a matter, left at such a distance, to be 
a loss to him!" On the same place, Erasmus 
remarks : '* Behold the Apostle's household furni- 
ture — a cloak to defend him from rain, and a few 
books!" Here, then, we are reminded inciden- 
tally (a manner of instruction common in the 
Word of God) of PauPs poverty. In the low, 
distressed circumstances of the Apostles, we see 
the Lord's warnings, as to the reception they were 
to meet with from the world, and the hardships 
and privations they were to experience, fully veri- 
fied. The evidence of the truth of the Gospel, 
which arises from the suffering condition of those 
who were first employed to propagate it, is cal- 
culated to produce on our minds the strongest 
conviction of its divine origin. In the wisdom 
of God it appears to have been appointed for this 
end: and it is all along kept in vieWy in the ao 
11» 
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counts transmitted in the Scriptures concerning 
them. ^''I think that God hath set forth us the 
Apostles the last, as it were appointed to death ; 
for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and 
to angels, and to men. — Even unto this present 
hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, 
and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling- 
place." 1 Cor. iv. 9—11. 

Paul also desires Timothy to bring with him the 
" books, but especially the parchments." What- 
ever these parchments were, the use that Paul 
intended to make of them would be well known 
to Timothy, and in it he might have a further 
example of the Apostle's zeal, and unwearied ex- 
ertion in the service of God. By this passage we 
may be taught, that even those who were so highly 
favored with the most distinguished gifts, were not 
raised above the necessity of using means for their 
own improvement, and for the stirring up of those 
gifts that were in them ; and if this was the case 
respecting them, how forcibly is the duty here in- 
culcated upon us, to give diligence to retain the 
knowledge of divine things which we may already 
possess, and to seek to add to our present attain- 
ments, whatever we may suppose them to be I 
We are certain that they were not usdess books, 
which the Apostle required to be brought to him 
at such a time, and from so great a distance. 
They must have been intended to be profitable 
to himself, or in some way to be turned to the 
advancement of that cause, to promote which was 
his only desire, and for which he was now about 
to suffer. In any, or all of these views, the con- 
tents of this verse may convey instruction, and 
afford an exaii:qple to os^ and at any rate we eai> 
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no more conceive that the course of inspiration is 
here interrupted, without thcf smallest intimation 
to this effect, (of which an example in the whole 
Bible cannot be produced,) than we can believe 
it was the case concerning the verse which we 
formerly considered. 

In the former of the above passages, we observe 
Paul evincing his kindness and sympathy, and at- 
tending to the wants of a fellow-laborer ; in the 
latter, to his own wants. Is there any thing in 
either of them beneath the dignity of Divine Rev- 
elation? In prescribing, by his Apostle, the use 
•of wine, which he would bless for the reestablish- 
ment of the health of Timothy, the Lord acted in 
the same manner as when he directed his Prophet 
to order the application of "a lump of figs," for 
the cure of King Hezekiah. Was it beneath the 
•dignity of Him who turned water into wine at a 
marriage feast, to order the use of wine for the 
preservation of Timothy's health, instead of the 
use of water 1 Was this unworthy of that Lord 
who had condescended so far to the indulgence 
of the feelings of his people, as to cause it to be 
engrossed in his law, that the man who had plant- 
ed a vineyard, and had not eaten of it, should not 
go out to war, lest he should die in the battle ? 
Dent. XX. 6. 

So far from there being any thing in these pas- 
sages beneath the dignity of a revelation from God, 
or unworthy of his character, they are entirely 
consistent with the one, and strikingly illustrative 
of the other. And it is only when we consider 
them, not as the word of man, but as '< the word 
<ff God" that we discover their beauty and their 
«8ew It b God himaelf who there speaksi He 
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who is the high and lofly One that inhabiteth 
eternity, condesceiiHs to the weakness and to the 
wants of his servants. Nothing that interests them 
escapes his notice. Tljp hairs of their head are 
all numbered, and the smallest circumstance of 
their lot is ordered by the providence of God. 
What a striking illustration do these two passages 
afford, of those affecting considerations which Je- 
sus presented to his disciples, (Luke xii. 22 — 30,) 
in order to withdraw their minds from the cares 
and anxieties to which they are so prone to yield 
during their earthly pilgrimage ! Viewing these 
verses in this light, as the words of God himself, 
can any thing be more adapted to foster the spirit 
of adoption, or to lead us to cry, Abba, Father? 
And should they be expunged from the Sacred 
Record, as incompatible with' the idea we ought to 
form of inspiration, and unworthy of proceeding 
from God ? But it is at such passages as these 
that the blind infidel scoffs, while the injudicious or 
ill-instructed Christian considers them as useless, 
and converts them into an argument against the 
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures. 

On the same principle that the admonition to 
Timothy, to drink no longer water, but to use a 
little wine for the benefit of his health, is rejected 
as unworthy of inspiration, ought not the truth of • 
the miracle wrought at the marriage at Cana in 
Galilee, of turning water into wine, to be denied, 
and the occasion deemed unworthy of miraculous 
interposition ; and especially of its beihg exhibited 
as the first of the miracles of Jesus ? Shall we be 
told that it also was a '' thing not of a religious 
nature," that it was not worthy to be recorded by the 
pen of inspiration, that it is not ** prudent" to speak 
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of such a passage as inspired, or to admit with 
those, *' if any suck there be, who imagine " that 
Jesus first manifested forth his glory, by turning 
a little water into wine ? 

The levity, not to say the profaneness, of this 
manner of treating the Holy Scriptures, ought to 
be held in abhorrence. Their paramount author- 
ity, and their unity as the Word of God, are thus 
set aside. The Bible is converted into another 
book ; and a new revelation, were such licentious 
principles of interpretation admitted, would be- 
come indispensable to teach the humble Christian, 
who takes it for ^' a lamp unto his feet, and a light 
unto his path," — what portion of it he is to con- 
sider as from God, and what portion as from man, 
— what parts of it are of "a religious nature," 
from which he may derive edification, and in 
which he may converse with God, — and what 
parts relate only to " common or civil affairs," 
with which he has no concern, and which it 
would not be prudent to speak of as inspired. 
If, in this manner, inspiration is first denied to 
the words, and next to such things as are sup- 
posed not to be "of a religious nature," the 
progress to the non-inspiration of whole books of 
Scripture is perfectly easy and natural; and, if 
whole books are rejected, then, both the authen- 
ticity and inspiration of the whole of the Scriptures 
are subverted. For, if the canon has admitted one 
uninspired book, there is no security that it has 
not admitted more ; and if that canon has been 
recognized by Jesus Christ with one uninspired 
book, every book in the collection may be unin- 
spired, notwithstanding that recognition. If the 
Apostle Paul has asserted the inspiration of the 
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whole volume, while one hook is uninspired, no 
hook in the volume can be received on his au- 
thority. The discovery, in like manner, of one 
single passage in the Scriptures not dictated by 
the Holy Ghost, would make void the declaration, 
that ** all Scripture is given by inspiration of God," 
and would render inspiration necessary to tell us 
what part of it is inspired, and what is not. Ac- 
cording to those writers who deny the doctrine of 
plenary inspiration, we have not the pure Word 
of God; for muclithat we have under that desig- 
nation, is solely the word of man. 

Let those who treat the Scriptures in this man- 
ner pause, and review the principles on which 
they are proceeding; and let them not perplex 
"plain Christians" with their rash and unhal- 
lowed speculations. The great body of believers 
receive, with implicit credence, the whole contents 
of the Bible, as the oracles of God ; — they venture 
not either to add to it, or to take from it. Con- 
vinced that it is the book of God, they treat even 
those parts of it which they do not understand, 
with humble reverence; and in them is fulfilled 
what is written, Matt. xi. 25, while the fancied 
wisdom and knowledge of many learned critics 
has perverted them. Isaiah xlvii. 10. Those 
who, in the spirit of little children, read in the 
Epistles of Paul to Timothy, thkt " all Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God," will not easily be 
induced to believe, that in the very same Epistles 
the Apostle has contradicted his own declaration, 
and has afforded at least two examples of the 
fallacy and unsoundness of what he had, almost 
in the same breath, so solemnly affirmed. And 
it is upon the general ground of these passages 
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being found in Scripture, independently of the 
meaning which may he affixed to them, that we 
denounce the profane manner in which they have 
been treated, and hold them to be a portion of the 
Word of God. It was in this light that Origen, 
who was born towards the end of the second 
century, viewed those parts .of Scripture as in- 
spired, of which he was not able to discover the 
use. The following are his words, when quoting 
Mark x. 50 : *' Shall we say that the Evangelist 
wrote without thought, when he related the man's 
casting away his garment, and leaping and coming 
to Jesus 1 and shall we dare to say that these things 
were inserted in the Gospels in vain? For my 
part, I believe that not one jot or tittle of the 
divine instruction is in vain. — We are never to 
say that there is any thing impertinent or super- 
fluous in the Scriptures of the Holy Spirit, though 
to some they may seem obscure. But we are to 
turn the eyes of our mind to Him who commanded 
these things to be written, and seek of Him the 
interpretation of them. — The sacred Scriptures 
come from the fulness of the Spirit ; so that there is 
nothing in the Prophets, or the Law, or the Gospel, 
or the Apostles, which descends not from the ful- 
ness of the Divine Majesty." " Well knowing," 
says Irenasus, "that the Scriptures are perfect, 
as dictated (or spoken) by the Word of God and 
his Spirit — a heavy punishment awaits those who 
add to, or take from, the Scriptures." 

The inspiration of Luke, in writing the account 
of PauPs shipwreck, and that of Paul, in writing 
for his cloak, stand upon the same foundation as 
their inspiration in recording the plan of salvation. 
But even if it were true, as many ignorantly sup- 
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pose, that Paul, in his seventh chapter of the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians, guards against the idea 
of his inspiration in the cases there referred to, 
then every thing is to be taken as inspired, when 
he gives 'no such intimation; and consequently 
his message about the cloak and parchments, and 
his medical advice to Timothy, would have their 
claim to inspiration fully authenticated, even in 
the view of those persons who pervert the meaning 
of that chapter. 

Some who are satisfied as to the inspiration of 
all the other parts of the New Testament Scrip- 
tures, are doubtful concerning the inspiration of 
the three books written by Mark and Luke, who 
were not Apostles. From early accounts con- 
cerning these disciples, it is reckoned by many 
that they were among the seventy whom Jesus 
sent out in Judea. We know for certain, that 
they respectively accompanied Peter and Paul in 
their journeys, and they are mentioned by these 
two Apostles with much regard. The Apostles 
not only received the miraculous gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, but by laying on their hands imparted these 
gifts to other disciples. When Peter went down 
to Samaria, he laid his hands on the disciples 
there, who then received the Holy Ghost. When 
Paul wrote to the Christians at Rome, he informed 
them that he longed to see them, that he might 
impart to them some spiritual gift. Paul had 
communicated a gift to Timothy, whom he em- 
ployed, as he also did Titus, in directing the 
churcl^s in his absence. *'I put thee in re- 
membrance, that thou stir up the gift of God 
which is in thee, by the laying on of my hands.'' 
By means of these gifts, those who possessed them 
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were enabled to speak in languages they kad never 
learned, and some of tbem to speak, by ** revela* 
tion/' the mind of God. There can be no reason, 
then, to doubt, that tx) Mark and Luke, consider* 
ing the circumstances in which they stood with 
the Apostles, the best miraculous gifts were also 
communicated. They were not Apostles, but they 
were prophets who received immediate revelations 
from the Spirit. Eph. iii. 6. 

But the conclusive argument as to the inspira- 
tion and fitness of these two disciples to contribute 
the books they have furnished to the sacred vol- 
ume, does not rest on any supposition, however 
good the grounds of it may be, but on the fact, 
that the first churches, under the immediate gui* 
dance and superintendence of the Apostles, received 
these books on an equal footing with the other 
Scriptures. The nation of Israel was appointed 
by God himself to be the depositaries of the Old 
Testament Scriptures, which are stamped with the 
authority of Jesus Christ. In like manner, to that 
nation which constitutes the kingdom of heaven, 
the New Testament Scriptures were committed. 
To it they were addressed and delivered by the 
Apostles, whom Christ had commissioned to re- 
cord his words, which .these Scriptures contain. 
The inspiration, therefore, of this second portion 
of the Holy Scriptures, stands on the same foot- 
ing with that of the first portion, and is equally 
stamped with his authority. We appeal to the 
canon of the Jews with respect to the Old Tes- 
tament, and we have the same strong ground 
of confidence, when we receive from the first 
churches the Scriptures of the New Testament. 
As, therefore, the Gospels of Mark and Luke, 
12 
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and the Acts of the Apostles, were received by 
them without dispute, were read by them in their 
assemblies every Lord's day, and taken for the 
rule of their duty, as of equal authority with the 
other Scriptures, which we have already seen by 
quotations from the early Christian writers ; so we 
conclude with certainty, that these books stand 
on the same footing in point of authority, in other 
words, of inspiration, with all the rest, and form 
a part of the words of Christ, by which we shall 
be judged at the last day. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Buppoiition of mere superintendence as to the historical books, proved 
improbable from the nature, design, and especially the typical import 
of those boolu. — Internal evidence to the same end. — No proof of 
different degrees of inspiration, such as suggestion, superintendence, 
&^c. — As it regards the prophHSj plenary inspiration was necessary, 
from the nature of their mission. — Moses was awaro of this. — 
Scripture proof. — The same is true of all the other prophets. — 
Arguments for plenary inspiration founded on a mtg^ word, or turn 
of expression in Scripture. — Testimony of Christ and the Apostlea 
as to the Old Testament. 



It is often supposed that the historical parts of 
Scripture were written by men acquainted with the 
facts that are recorded, under a divine superintends 
ence, by which they were merely prevented from 
falling into any error. This opinion is evidently 
founded on very low and erroneous ideas of those 
portions of the Word of God, and of their use. I* 
supposes that these histories are little more than the 
mere narrative of the facts they contain, in which 
we are not greatly concerned. But every fact they 
record is fraught with important instruction. 

The historical parts of Scripture are both in- 
troductory to, and illustrative of, the plan of re- 
demption. The general importance, in a religious 
point of view, of the great outline of the narrations 
of the Fall, — of the Flood, — of the calling of 
Abraham, and of the election of the people of 
Israel, — of their deliverance from Egypt, and 
their being put in possession of the promised 
land, must be universally acknowledged. But the 
whole of the minute detail, by which that outline 
is filled up, is likewise in the highest degree in- 
. structive, and ought to be perused with the most 
devout attention. The Bible history describes, in 
action and exhibition, the perfections of Jehovah, 
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as fully as the proclamatioQ in which he declares 
himself to be long-suffering, and of great mercy, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no 
means clearing the guilty. It delineates the de- 
ceitfulness and desperate wickedness of the human 
heart, as forcibly and distinctly as the annuncia- 
tions of the prophets, when they " cry aloud and 
spare not." In the narratives of Scripture, the 
dependent state, the perverseness, and the folly 
of man, and the secret motives by which he is 
actuated, as well as the power, the wisdom, the 
justice, and the goodness of God in his providen- 
tial government, and above all in redemption, are 
vividly depicted. There is not a battle fought by 
the Israelites, nor a change in the administration 
of their government, the account of which is not 
designed for our instruction. There is not an 
incident recorded as taking place in a private 
family, that has not a significant meaning. 

In the Scriptures there are many things, which, 
considered only in themselves, appear to be of no 
value, or, at least, of very little importance ; but 
in reality the Bible contains nothing superfluous 
<— nothing which does not contribute to its per- 
fection, and to the evidence of its divine origin. 
Besides the lists of names in genealogies, we ob- 
serve many other things in the Word of God, the 
knowledge of which seems to be of no use ; yet 
their importance might be proved by numerous 
examples. We find in the Old Testament several 
regulations and narrations, which in appearance 
contribute neither to the strengthening of faith, 
nor to instruction or consolation. In the books 
of Moses, matters of the greatest importance are 
often only touched upon in a few words, while, on 
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the contrary, many things that seem inconsider- 
able, are dwelt upon at a great length. The 
redemption by the Messiah, which God promised 
to man immediately after his fall — the calling of 
the Gentiles predicted tb Abraham — the priest- 
hood of Melchisedek, the most illustrious figure 
of Christ, and many other points of important 
doctrine, are only noted in a very summary man- 
ner. On the other hand, the nativity of Ishmael, 
the marriage of Isaac, and similar histories, are 
amply detailed, even in the most minute particu- 
lars ; but all of them are full of instruction. The 
single account of Hagar and Ishmael, as inter- 
preted by the Apostle Paul, even to the most 
inconsiderable circumstance, shows us how we 
ought to judge of other histories of the Old Tes- 
tament, although we do not perceive their object. 
If Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, 
the other by a free woman, and if the former was 
cast out of the family ; these are the two covenants, 
the one superseding the other. In that important 
part of holy writ, the eleventh chapter of the 
Epistle to the Romans, the Apostle Paul unfolds 
** the deep things of God, which Gad had revealed 
to him by his Spirit." How much instruction 
does he there deduce from the historical fact that 
Isaac had two sons, horn of the same mother, and 
at the same time, concerning whom it was said, 
" The elder shall serve the younger ; " which con- 
tains a practical exhibition of the great and fun- 
damental doctrines of the Prescience, the Prov- 
idence, and the Sovereignty of God, of Pre- 
destination, Election, and Reprobation. 

Various particulars, apparently of little conse- 
quence, which the Scriptures relate at great length. 
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prove in what way effects the most woDderful have 
proceeded from causes in themselves inconsider- 
able ; for instance, the birthright of Jacob. God 
is pleased to teach great things, by things that are 
small. The prohibitions to take the dam with its 
young ones in the nest, and not to muzzle the ox 
that treadeth out the corn, extend farther than at 
first appears. The act of Jesus Christ in stretch- 
ing out his hand to touch the leper, does not ap- 
pear of any account, except to those who know 
the law which declares that it occasioned unclean- 
ness. The same law forbade the High Priest, who 
represented Jesus Christ, to enter any house in 
which there was a dead body. Notwithstanding 
this, the Lord even touched a bier. In all these par- 
ticulars, there is a fulness of important doctrine. 

Each passage in Scripture has its particular end 
in view, as the signification of the burning bush, 
and of the animals described in Ezekiel's vision. 
The Revelation of John does not present Jesus 
Christ to all the churches under the same figure. 
To one it presents the stars and the golden can- 
dlesticks; to another, it exhibits the two-edged 
sword ; to another, the eyes like a flame of fire, 
and feet like fine brass. His titles are according 
to the diversity of the subjects. Many know, in 
general, that the ordinances of the ceremonial 
law prefigured Christ, but are ignorant how, and 
in what character, each of them represents him. 
There are none of them which have not an end 
and particular reason. There are many who, not 
beiiBg acquainted with what the Scripture has in 
view, are astonished at the recital of different 
fioormities which it particularizes so carefully. 
The incest of Judab with the wife of his son, 
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(which Moses, as has been observed, had he been 
simply " superintended " or " elevated," when he 
wrote^ might never have introduced,) would seem 
as if it should rather have been buried with him, 
than inserted in the Sacred History, with so many 
shameful circumstances. Yet if the arrogance of 
the Jews is considered, who glory in their extrac- 
tion, and who even found their election as a nation 
and covenant upon the virtues of their ancestors, 
we shall see that their errors could not be better 
refuted, nor their pride more effectually humbled, 
than by holding up to their view the deeply cul- 
pable conduct of their progenitor. The sins of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, being recorded, 
was calculated to warn Israel not to seek salvation 
by the works of the law. The omission of the 
Genealogy of Melchisedek, of his birth, and of his 
death, denoting the eternity of Jesus Christ, proves 
how much even the silence of the Scripture is in- 
structive. Every distinct fact recorded in Scripture 
history may be truly considered an article of faith ; 
for in the plan of Salvation, matters of fact are 
become doctrines, and doctrines are in the nature 
t)f matters of fact. That Jesus Christ was born of 
a virgin, suffered, and rose again, are all at the 
flame time matters of fact and doctrines. Every 
fact points to that great event upon which the 
salvation of roan depends—- the coming of the Son 
of God in the likeness of sinful flesh, to redeem a 
peculiar people to himself — or in some way illus- 
trates his salvation. 

In the 10th chapter of the First Epistle to the 

Ck>rinthians, this matter, as it respects the histories 

. of the Old Testament, is placed beyond all doubiL 

Ji&ei re^^riog io the recorded iusiory of ht9si^ 
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concerning their passage through the Red Sea, 
and the manner in which they were conducted in 
the wilderness, the Apostle adds, " Noto aU these 
things happened to them for examples, and they are 
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of 
the world are come" Here the purpose and value 
of the historical parts of Scripture are demon- 
strated. They are intended for the admonition 
of the people of God. " Whatsoever things were 
written aforetitne, were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of the Scrip- 
tures might have hopeJ^ Rom. xv. 4. In this 
passage it is expressly affirmed, that every part of 
the Old Testament Scriptures was written for the 
juse and edification of believers. Where, then, is 
there a place for the impious sentiment which some 
have ventured to promulgate — so derogatory to 
every idea that we ought to entertain of the ora- 
cles of God — so diametrically opposed to all they 
inculcate respecting their own divine origin and 
inspiration — that they contain certain things that 
are " not of a religious nature," and that " no 
inspiration was necessary concerning them " ? In 
opposition to such daring and profane theories, 
Paul, the commissioned and accredited ambassa- 
dor of Jesus Christ, affirms that ^*ALL Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, that the man of God may be per- 
fect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works" 
The above comprehensive declarations include the 
historical as well as the prophetical and doctrinal 
parts of the Sacred Oracles — in short, the whole 
of them. The object, therefore, of the historical 
records in the Scriptures, is essentially different 
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from that of all other histories. They are EOt gi?e« 
to preserve the memory of certain oecurreaces, in 
order to promote the knowledge of what may be 
useful in regard to the ajSfairs of this world, arul to 
extend the sphere of humaa intelligence and expe- 
rience ; but exclusively to teach the knowledge of 
€fod and salvation. Scripture history is conducted 
in such a manner, that, like the doctrinal parts of 
the Bible, it is foolishness to the men of the worlds 
It not only disappoints them in the nature of the 
facts which it relates, but also in the manner in 
which they are exhibited. Owing to the truth and 
impartiality of its narrations, the character of the 
people of Israel appears to them greatly worse than 
that of the grossest idolaters ; and the accounts 
given in Scripture of men whose conduct on the 
whole stands approved by God, seem to them to 
sink below that standard of moral rectitude to 
which they imagine that they themselves, and 
many of those who make no pretensions to re» 
ligion, have attained. It not only records truth, 
without the smallest mixture of error, but also 
invariably keeps in view the agency of God in 
every occurrence, — in events the most minute^ 
as well as the most considerable; and thus it 
furnishes a perpetual comment on the sublime 
description of the Apostle, when, penetrated with 
admiration of the riches, both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God, he exclaims, " Of Him, and 
through Him, and to Him, are all things ; to whom 
be glory forever. Amen." 

When the typical import of so many of the sa- 
cred narrations, concerning persons, places, insti- 
tutions, and events, with their necessary bearings, 
in subserviency to the ushering in of the Measiahi 
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are duly attended to, all may be convinced, that 
for selecting and relating tliese histories, in which 
nothing was to be deficient, and nothing redun- 
dant, and for placing before us these mystic pic- 
tures for our instruction, the most plenary inspi- 
ration, the most accurate divine dictation, was 
indispensable. The prophets, and even the angels, 
had but a partial understanding of the things that 
were afterwards to take place. Moses, it is evi- 
dent, was not aware, that, as being a type of 
Christ, it was necessary that his death should in- . 
tervene, before the people of Israel should be led 
into the promised land. We have no reason to 
believe that he understood the import of all he 
wrote; — for instance, that, when he recorded the 
history of Sarah and Hagar, he knew the design 
for which it was recorded, and the use that was 
afterwards to be made of it. We cannot doubt 
that the prayer of David, "Open thou mine eyes, 
that I may see wondrous things out of thy law" 
was equally suitable for Moses, who wrote that 
law. It was the Lord who made the statutes, 
and judgments, and laws, between him and the 
children of Israel, hy the hand of Moses. Lev. 
xxvi. 46. 

Had the wisest and best informed of the Scrip- 
ture historians not been inspired of God, but simply 
superintended, so as to prevent them from falling 
into error, the histories recorded by them would 
have been very unlike those which they have ac- 
tually transmitted. Many of their narrations .that 
exist would never have appeared, and others of 
them would have been very differently modified. 
We might have discovered in them the self-ap- 
proving wisdom of man, but not the seeming 
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'* foolishness of God." Would the united sagacity 
of all the wise men in the world have led them to 
relate the history of the creation of the universe 
in one chapter of a book, as Moses has done, and 
of the erection of the tabernacle in thirteen ? * 
Would the fond prejudices of the Jewish nation, 
or the general desire fostered by so many of the 
learned, to support what is called the dignity of 
human nature, in both which Moses no doubt 
participated, have permitted him to record so base 
an action as the selling of their brother Joseph as 
a slave by the Jewish patriarchs, — the incest of 
Judah, whose tribe was to be always preeminent, 
— and the treachery and revenge of Levi, from 
whom was to descend the whole priesthood of 
Israel 1 

That there was a higher hand which directed 
the pens of Moses, and of the other writers of 
sacred history, may be sufficiently manifest to all 
who have seen in what that history has issued^ 
There is, besides, a combination and a harmony 

* If we compare the first chapter of Genesis with the last 
sixteen of Exodus, excepting the 32d and the two following, we 
shall find a great difference Detween Moses' describing the con- 
struction of the universe and that of the tabernacle. In the one, 
he is very general and succinct j in the other, he is very copious, 
and marks the smallest peculiarities. The description of the great 
edifice of the world seemed truly to require more words than that 
of a small tent. But, on the contrary, the Spirit of God having 
presented a short representation of the whole mass of the worloj 
details at great length the structure of the tabernacle. The world 
was solely constructed for the Church, in order that in it God 
should be served, and by it his glory manifested. Eph. iii. 10. 
The tabernacle was, in one view, a figure of the Church. God, 
thus purposing to show that bis church, in which he was to be 
served, was more precious to him and more important than all 
the rest of the v^orld, has spoken of the tabernacle more amply 
and more particularly, than of all the elements and all the tuu- 
verse together. 
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in tire hiMorical parts, both of die CMd and New 
TestameiitB, which we have safficient ground to 
i>eheve in a great measure escaped the notice of 
the writers^ as has also been the case with thousands 
of those who have read them — a variety and a unity 
which irresistibly prove that One only — lie who 
knows the end from the beginning — is the author 
of the whole, who employed rarious individuals to 
produce a uniform work, af which none of them 
either comprehended all that he contributed to it,, 
or knew »for what reason he was directed to record 
©fie Hihing,* and to omit another. 

'OaBsid€Jring the purpose which the historical 
parts of the 'Scriplures were intended to serve, in 
exhibititig the character and power of God, and 
his uninterrupted agency in the government of the 
wdrld, and in pointing to Him who is the end of 
fftie =lffw, we have sufficient reason to be convinced^ 
that neither Moses, nor the other sacred historians, 
nor «11 the angels in heaven, though acquainted 
with all the facts, atnd under the direction, and 
with the aid, both of superintendence and eleva- 
tion, were competent to write the historical parts 
of Khe Word of 'God. They neither possessed 
ifbresight nor wisdom sufficient for the work. In 
both respects, every creature is limited. Into these 
things, the angels, so far from being qualified to 
select and indite them, ''desire to look,'' and, from 



* A i^hila/kable instanee of this oconrs in the repetition of the 
tenth eommandinent in the book of Deuteronomy. The Roman- 
ics are in the babit of striking out the second commandtneiit, 
iivhicfa condemns their idolatry 3 and to preserve the appearance 
of integrity for the deefUoguie, they divide the tenth command- 
in^ttt into two. The ti^nsposition of this commandment in the 
bcM^ of DeuteYonomy, for which at first sight ^110 ireuoii «an ^be 
assigned, completely exposes their artifice. 
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the contemplation of them, derive more knowledge 
of God than they before possessed, and have their 
joy even in heaven increased. In those histories, 
the thoughts and secret motives of men are often 
unfolded and^ referred to. Was any one but the 
Searcher of Hearts competent to this? Gould 
angels have revealed them, unless distinctly made 
known to them? If it be replied, that in -such 
places the sacred writers enjoyed the inspiration 
of sugge^ion, we ask, Where is the distinction to 
be found? It is a distinction unknown to the 
Scriptures. And so far from a plenary inspiration 
not being necessary in its historical parts, there 
is not any portion of the sacred volume in which 
it is more indispensable. But even admitting that 
plenary inspiration was not in our view essential 
in those parts of the book of God, is this a reason 
why we should not receive the testitpony of the 
sacred writers, who nowhere give the most distant 
hint that they are written under a different kind 
or degree of inspiration from the rest of it ; but 
who, in the most unqualified manner, assert that 
full inspiration belongs to the whole of the Scrip- 
tures ? 

The very words that are used in the prophet- 
ical parts of Scripture, must necessarily have been 
communicated to the prophets. They did not 
always comprehend the meaning of their own 
predictions, into which they " searched diligently." 
And in this case, it was impossible that, unless the 
words had been dictated to them, they could have 
^written intelligibly. Although they had written 
the Scriptures, it was still necessary to show them 
*' that which is noted in the Scripture of truth." 
Dan. X. 21. The writings of the prophets codp 
13 
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stitute a great portion of the Old Testament 
Scriptures, and God claims it as his sole pre- 
rogative, to know the things that are to come. 
We are therefore certain that the prophets enjoyed 
plenary inspiration ; and^ as we have not any where 
a hint of different kinds of inspiration hy which 
the Scriptures are written, does it not discover the 
most presumptuous arrogance to assert that there 
are different kinds ? 

The nature of the mission of the prophets re- 
quired the full inspiration which they affirm that 
they possessed. God never intrusted such a work 
as they had to. perform to any man, nor any part of 
such a work, independently of his Spirit. It was 
God himself, *' who, at sundry times, and in di- 
vers manners, spake in time past unto the fathers, 
hy the prophets." That work, through which was 
to be made known, *' to principalities and powers 
in heavenly places, the manifold wisdom of God, 
according to the eternal purpose which he pur- 
posed in Christ Jesus,'* was not a work to be 
intrusted independently to any creature. The 
prophet Micah, iii. 8, says, ^* But truly I am full 
of power hy the Spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, 
and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgres- 
sion, and to Israel his sin" It was not the 
prophets, then, who spoke, but the Spirit of God 
who spoke by them. 

Of the complete direction necessary for such a 
service as was committed to him, both of lawgiver 
and prophet, Moses was aware, when the Lord 
commanded him to go to Pharaoh, and to lead 
forth the children of Israel from Egypt. In that 
work he entreated that he might not be employed. 
This proved the proper sense he entertained of 
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his own unfitness for it. But it was highly sinful^ 
and evinced great weakness of faith, thus to hes- 
itate, after the Lord had informed him that he 
would be "with him." Moses was accordingly 
feproved for this, but the ground of his plea was 
admitted ; and full inspiration, not only as to the 
subject of his mission, but as to the very words he 
was to employ, was promised. In answer to his 
objection, the Lord said unto him, Exod. iv. 11, 
12, " Who hath made man's mouth? or who mak- 
eth the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind ? 
Have not I the Lord ? Now therefore go, and / 
toill be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou 
shalt say J** Moses still urged his objection ; and 
the same reply was in substance repeated, both in 
regard to himself and to Aaron. The full inspira- 
tion, then, which was at first promised to Moses 
in general terms, was, for his encouragement, 
made known in this particular manner, and the 
promise was distinctly fulfilled. Accordingly, 
when, as the lawgiver 'of Israel, he afterwards 
addressed the people, he was warranted to preface 
what he enjoined upon them with, " Thus saith the 
Lord" or, ** Hiese are the words which the Lord 
hath commanded, that ye should do them" In 
observing all the commandments that Moses com- 
manded them, and in remembering the way by 
which the Lord had led them, Israel was to learn, 
that ** man doth not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the 
Lard." Signs were shown to Moses, and God 
came unto him in a thick cloud, in order, as he 
said, ** that the people may hear thee when I speak 
with thee, and believe thee forever." Exod. xix. 9. 
If the words of Moses had not been the words 
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of God, — had he not been Qonscious of the full 
inspiration by which he wrote, would the following 
language have been suitable to him, or would he 
have ventured to use it? Deuteronomy iv. 2» 
*' Ye shctll not add unto the ward which I command 
you, neither shall 9fe diminish aught frwn it, that 
ye may keep these commandments of the Lord your 
God which I command you,"*' Deut. vi. 6, '* And 
these words, which I command thee this day, shall 
he in thine heart ; and thou shalt teach them dili* 
gently unto thy children,'^ &c. Deut. xi. 18, 
*' Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in 
your heart and in your soul, and hind them for a 
sign upon your head, that they may he as frontlets 
hetween your eyes. And ye shall teach them ta 
your children, speaking of tJtem when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
And thou shalt write them upon the doorposts of 
thine house, and upon thy gates," From these 
passages, we learn that Moses was conscious that 
all the words which he spoke to the pec^le were 
the words of God. He knew that it was with 
bim as with Balaam, to whom the Lord said. 
Numbers xxii. 35, 38, " Only the word that I 
sJtall speak unto thee, thai thou shalt speak; " and 
in the language of Balaam, Moses could answer, 
** TJu word that God putteth in my mouth, that 
shall I speak" 

As " the word of the Lord " was communicated 
to Moses, so it also came to Gad, to Nathan, and 
to the other prophets, who were men of God, and 
in whose mouths was the word of God. " Now 
hy this I know that thou art a man of God, and 
that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth." 
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1 Kings xvii. 24. . The manner in which the 
prophets delivered their messages, proves that they 
considered the words which they wrote, not as their 
own words, but dictated to them by God himself. 
Elijah said to Ahab, " Behold, I mil bring evil 
upon thee, and will take away thy posterity ,*' On 
this, Scott, in his Commentary, observes, ** Elijah 
was the voice, the Lord was the speaker, whose 
words these were.'' This is a just account of all 
the messages of the prophets. They introduce 
them with, ** Thus saith the Lord,'* and declare 
them to be *'the word of the Lord;" and is it 
possible that the prophets could have more ex- 
plicitly affirmed, that the words which they ut- 
tered were communicated to them, and that they ' 
were only the instruments of this communication 
to those whom they addressed? In the place 
where we read, " Now these be the last words of 
David, the sweet psalmist of Israel," David says, 
" The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his 
word was in my tongue,*^ 2 Samuel xxiii. 2. In 
like manner it is said, '' And he did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord his God, and 
humbled not himself before Jeremiah the prophet, 
speaking from the mouth of the Lord,** 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 1, 2. " Yet many years didst thou forbear 
them, and testifiedest against them by thy Spirit 
in the prophets*^ Nehemiah ix. 30. Isaiah com- 
mences his prophecies by summoning the heavens 
and the earth to hear, "/or the Lord hath spoken*' 
Isaiah i. 2. In the same manner, Jeremiah writes 
•* The words of Jeremiah, to whom, the word of the 
Lord came** — " Then the Lord put forth his hand 
and touched my mouth ; and the Lord said unto 
me. Behold, I hctoe put my words in thy mouth* ^ — 
13» 
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" / will make my words in thy. mouth Jire" Jere- 
miah i. 1, 2y 9. V. 14. '< Thus speaketh the Lord 
God of Israel, saying. Write thee all the words 
that fhave spoken unto thee in a book." Jeremiah 
XXX. 2. Again, in the prophecies of Ezekiel, 
'* Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, 
and speak my words unto them" — "Moreover he 
said unto me, /Son of man, all my words that J 
shaU speak unto thee, receive in thine heart, and 
hear with thine ears, and go get thee to them of the 
captivity, unto the children of thy people, and 
speak unto them, and tell them, Thus saith the 
L&rd God." Ezekiel iii. 4, 10. Hosea says, 
" The word of the Lord that came unto Hosea; " 
" The beginning of the word of the Lord by 
Hosea" i. 1,2. It is in similar language that 
the other prophets generally introduce their pre- 
dictions, which are every where interspersed with, 
" Thus saith the Lord." 

All, then, that was spoken hy the prophets in 
these several recorded passages, was spoken in 
the name of the Lord; and *'no prophecy of the 
Scripture is of any private interpretation." When 
false prophets appeared, it was necessary for them 
to profess to speak in the name of the Lord, and 
to steal his words from their neighbor. *' I have 
heard what the prophets say, that prophesy lies in 
my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed 
The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream ; 
and he that hath my word, let him speak my word 
faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat 7 saith 
the Lord. Is not my word like as a fire 1 saith 
the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the 
rock in pieces ? Therefore, behold, I am against 
the prophets, saith the Lord, that steal my words 
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every one from his neighbor. Behold, lam against 
the prophets, saith the Lord, that use their tongues, 
and say. He saith.*' Jeremiah xxiii. 25---31. 
They were the words of God, therefore, which the 
false prophets stole from the true prophets of 
Jehovah. 

The uniform language of Jesus Christ, and his 
Apostles, respecting the whole of the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures, proves that, without exception, 
they are ** the Word of Gad.'* On what princi- 
ple but that of the plenary inspiration of Scrip- 
ture can we explain our Lord's words, John x. 35, 
" The Scripture cannot be broken " ? Here the 
argument is founded on one word, ** gods/' which 
without plenary inspiration might not have been 
used ; and if used improperly, might have led to 
idolatry. In proof of the folly of their charge of 
blasphemy, he refers the Jews to where it is writ- 
ten in their law, " I said, Ye are Gods." The reply 
to this argument was obvious: — The Psalmist, 
they might answer, uses the word in a sense that 
is not proper. But Jesus precluded this obser- 
vation, by affirming, that ** the Scripture cannot 
be broken," that is, not a word of it can be altered 
because it is the Word of Him with whom there 
is no variableness. Could this be said if the choice 
of words had been left to men? Here, then, we 
find our Lord laying down a principle, which for- 
ever sets the question at rest. The Apostles, in 
like manner, reason from the use of a particular 
word. Of this we have an example, Hebrews ii. 
8, where the interpretation of the passage referred 
to depends on the word ** alL" Again, Galatians 
iii. 16, a most important conclusion is drawn firom 
the use of the word <* seed," in the singular, and 
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not in the plural number. A similar instance oc- 
curs, Hebrews xii. 27, in the expression **once 
more/' quoted from the prophet Haggai. 

When the Pharisees came to Jesus, and desired 
an answer respecting divorce, he replied, " Have 
ye not read, that he which made them at the be- 
ginning, made them a male and female ? and said. 
For this cause," dz>c. Thus, what is said in the 
history, either by Adam or Moses, at the formation 
of Eve, is appealed to as having the authority of a 
law. Adam was not a legislator, and nothing that 
Moses could say, unless dictated by God, could 
have the force of a law, to be quoted by our Lord. 
But what was then. uttered by man, was the word 
of God himself 

The Lord Jesus Christ constantly refers to the 
whole of the Old Testament, as being, in the most 
minute particulars, of infallible authority. He 
speaks of the necessity of every word of the Law 
and the Prophets being fulfilled. ''Till heaven 
and earth pass, onejot or one tittle shall in no wise 
pass from the Law, till all be fulfilled." — " It is 
easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle 
of the Law to fail." — "The Scriptures," he says, 
** must be fulfilled." In numerous passages the 
Lord refers to what is *^ written** in the Scrip- 
tures", as of equal authority with his own declara- 
tions-; and therefore the words which they contain 
must be the words of God. 

The Apostles use similar language in their many 
references to the Old Testament Scriptures, which 
they quote as of decisive authority, and speak of 
them in the same way as they do of their own 
writings. " Utat ye may h^ mindful of the words 
which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and 
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of the commandment of us the Apostles of the Lprd' 
and Saviour" 2 Peter iii. 2. Paul says to Tim- 
othy, ''IVom a child thou hast known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation, through faith, which is in Christ Jesus" 
2 Tim. iii. 15. In this way he proves the impor- 
tance of the Old Testament Scriptures, and the 
connection between the Mosaic and Christian dis- 
pensations. The Apostles call the Scriptures " the 
oracles of God" Rom. iii. 2. What God says is 
ascribed by them to the Scriptures : " Th^ Scrip- 
ture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same pur^ 
pose have I raised thee up, that I might show my 
power in thee," — "jPor what saith the Scripture 1 
Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto 
him for righteousness" — ^'What saith the Scrip- 
tures 1 Cast out the bondwoman and her son" So 
much is the Word of God identified with himself, 
that the Scripture is represented as possessing and 
exercising the peculiar prerogatives of God : " The 
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
Heathen ; " — " The Scripture hath concluded all 
under sin" 

From the following passages, among others that 
might be adduced, we learn the true nature of that 
inspiration which is ascribed to the Old Testament 
by the writers of the New : Matt. i. 22, ** Now 
all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the Prophet." Matt, 
ii. 15, ** And was there until the death of Herod ; 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the Prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have 
I called my son." Matt. xxii. 43, ** He saith 
unto them, How then doth David, in spirit, cal} 
him Lord? " Mark xii. 36, " For David himself 
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'said by the Holy Ghost." Luke i. 70, "As he 
spake by the mouth of his Holy Prophets, which 
have been since the world began." Acts i. 16, 
" Which the Holy Ghost spoke by the mouth of 
David." Acts xiii. 35, " He (God) saith also in 
another Psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy 
One to see corruption." These words are here 
quoted as the words of God, although addressed 
to himself. In the parallel passage, Acts ii. 31, 
the same words are ascribed to David, by whose 
" mouth " therefore God spoke. Acts xxviii. 25, 
" And when th^y agreed not among themselves, 
they departed, after that Paul had spoken one 
word : Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the 
prophet, unto our fathers.*' Rom. i. 2, " Which 
He had promised afore by his prophets in the Holy 
Scriptures." Rom. ix. 25, " As He saith also in 
Osee, I will call them my people, which were not 
my people ; and her Beloved, which was not be- 
loved." 1 Cor. vi. 16, 17, " What! know ye not 
that he which is joined to a harlot is one body ? 
for two, saith He, shall be one flesh." Here the 
words of Adam or of Moses are referred to by the 
Apostle, as they had been by Jesus Christ himself, 
as the words of God. Eph. iv. 8, " Wherefore 
He saith, when he ascended up on high." Heb. 
i. 7, 8, "And of the angels He saith ;'* — *' Bui 
unto the Son He saith" In these passages what 
was said by the psalmist is quoted as said by God. 
Heb. iii. 7, " Wherefore, as tJie Holy Ghost saith, 
To-day if ye will hear his voice." Heb. x. 15, 
"Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to 
us, for after that He had said." 1 Peter i. 11, 
Searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit 
of Christ which was in them did signify, when it 
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testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the 
glory that should follow." 2 Peter i. 20, " Know- 
ing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is 
of any private interpretation, for the prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of man, but holy men 
of God spake cts they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost." And' how was it possible that they could 
find language in which to express the mysteries 
of God which they so imperfectly comprehended, 
unless the Spirit of Christ, which was in them, 
had dictated every word they uttered. Acts iv. 
25, ** Who hy the mouth of thy servant David 
hast said, Why did the Heathen rage?" Heb. i. 
1, "God, who at sundry times, and in divers 
manners, spake in time past unto the fathers by 
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by his Son." The words, then, spoken by the 
Prophets, were as much the words of God, as the 
words which were spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself. And on various occasions Jesus declares, 
that the words which he spoke were the words of 
him that sent him. John viii. 26, 28, *' I ^peak 
to the world those things which I have heard of 
him." — "As my Father hath taught me, I speak 
these things." John xii. 49, 50, "I have not 
spoken of myself, but the Father which sent me, 
he gave me a commandment what I should say, 
and what I should speak ; " — ** Whatsoever I speak, 
therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I 
speak." John xiv. 10, " The words that I speak 
unto you, I speak not of myself" John xvii. 8, 
" 1 have given unto them the words which thou 
gavest me." John xvii. 14, "I have given them 
thy word." And this was in strict conformity 
with what God had declared by Moses, concerning 
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the divine mission of his Son. Deut. xviii. 18, 
"I will raise them up a Prophet from among their 
brethren like unto thee, and will put my words in 
his moitth ; and he shall speak unto them all that 
I shall command him. And it shall come to pass, 
that whosoever will not hearken unto my words 
which he shall speak in my name, Twill require it 
of him." — " He hath made my mmith^'* saith the 
Redeemer, "like a sharp sword." Isaiah xlix. 
2. '* And out of his m^uth went a sharp two- 
edged sword." Rev. i. 16. And again, God saith 
to the Messiah, " I have put my words in thy 
mouth." Isaiah li. 16. " And my words, which I 
have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of 
thy hiouth." Isaiah lix. 21. The words, then, of 
which the whole of the Scriptures are composed, 
are the words dictated by God, and written by 
men. Sometimes they are quoted as the words 
of God, and sometimeaas the words of the writers, 
which proves that in fact they are both. Those 
who deny that, in any case, the words used by the 
penmen of Scripture are the words of God, ex- 
pressly contradict the assertion of the Apostle, 
that All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and also disregard the direct testimony of all those 
passages which have been quoted above, as well 
as of a multitude of others to the same effect, that 
are contained in the Scriptures. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Plenary inspiration of the Apostles showed from the servieB to which 
they were appointed, from the promises which were given them^ and 
from their declarations in respect to the falfihnent of those promises ; 
also from the warnings against corrapting the Word in respect to the 
law, the Hagiographa, and the New Testament — Various (2e^ee« 
of inspiration enumerated. — Tendency of such pretended distinc- 
tions. — InconsistenciesofDoddridge. — Diversity in the manner of 
inspiration. — Argument from the necessary perfection of the Scrip- 
tures. — That perfection necessary from the purpose which they 
were intended to serve, viz., to show fully the glory of God. — 
Christians are the depositaries of the whole Bible, as the Jews w^re 
of the Old Testament. 



The perfect inspiration which belongs to the 
Apostles may be learned from the nature of that 
Service to which they were appointed, from the 
Promises which were given to them for the dis- 
charge of it, and also from their own Declara- 
tions, the truth of which is attested, not only by 
the nature of their doctrine, but by the miracles 
that they wrought. 

The commission of the Lord to his Apostles, 
when he sent them forth in the Service to which 
he appointed them, was given in these words: 
Matt, xxviii. 19, 20, ** Go ye, therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you : and, lo, I am with you al- 
way, even unto the end of the worlds Amen J* 
Here we' see, that the commission of the Apostles 
included the promulgation of the whole doctrine, 
and of every regulation of the kingdom of God ; 
that it extended to all the world ; and that a prom- 
ise was annexed to it, that the Lord himself would 
be present with them to the end of time, main- 
14 
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taining and giving efficacy to their testimony, 
which is recorded in the Scriptures. 

This commission is exactly conformable to all 
that Jesus Christ had at different times said to 
the Apostles. To Peter, at one time, he declared. 
Matt. xvi. 19, " And I will give unto thee the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven." Afterwards, he repeated this 
to all the Apostles, Matt, xviii. 18, " Verily I say 
unto you. Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven, and whatsoever ye shall loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven." To the same 
purpose, when he had breathed on them, and said, 
** Receive ye the Holy Ghost," John xx. 22, he add- 
ed, " Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them ; and whose soever sins ye retain, they 
are retained." In these respects, the Apostles were 
constituted the authoritative ambassadors of the 
Lord, and were appointed to an office in which 
they can have no successors. The laws which, 
under that authority, they were to establish, and 
the doctrine they were to promulgate, by which 
eternal life is conveyed to men, and which is 
therefore characterized as the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, were to be of perpetual and universal 
obligation. John xii. 48, " He that rejecteth me, 
and receiveth not my words," says Jesus, " hath 
one that judgeth him. The word that I have 
spoken," (which he had spoken, or was to speak, 
by his Apostles,) *' the same shall judge him in 
the last day." In another place, to the same 
purpose, when speaking of the Apostles having 
followed him, he says to them, Matt. xix. 28, *' la 
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the regeneration, when the Son of Man shall sit in 
the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 

The word that the Apostles were to declare, 
was to open and to shut, and to bind and to loose, 
in heaven and in earth. It was his own word, the 
word of God, to be uttered by them, by which he ' 
would at last judge the world. " For," says he, 
" he that receiveth you receiveth me ; and he that 
receiveth me receiveth him that sent me," Matt. 
X. 40 ; which is to the same effect as when he says 
to the seventy disciples whom he sent out, " He 
that heareth you heareth me ; and he that despis- 
eth you despiseth me ; and he that despiseth me 
despiseth him that sent me." Luke x. 16. From 
the awful importance, then, of the service com- 
mitted to the Apostles, we may judge what kind 
of inspiration was necessary for those whose words 
were to be the words of the Judge of all. " We 
are unto God," say they, " a sweet savor of Christ, 
in them that are saved and in them that perish. 
To the one we are the savor of death unto death ; 
and to the other the savor of life unto life; and 
who is sufficient for these things ? " 2 Cor. ii. 15. 
The commission of the Apostles embraces every 
circumstance by which the divine glory is mani- 
fested to every order of intelligent beings — the 
whole of that revelation of mercy by which the 
manifold wisdom of God is to be made known to 
principalities and powers in heavenly places, as 
well as a complete system of the will of God to 
mankind. Can it be supposed, then, that the 
heralds of this salvation did not receive a plenary 
inspiration to qualify them for such a Service ? 
That a prophet should be left to the choice of his 
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own words, and be a prophet from God, or that 
an Apostle should be commissioned to promulgate 
the laws of the kingdom of Christ, which are ever- 
lastingly to bind in heaven and in earth, and yet 
be permitted to choose, independently for himself^ 
the words and language in which these laws should 
*be delivered, is altogether incredible and absurd. 
If the language is of man's choosing, independ- 
ently of the Spirit, the Bible becomes partly the 
book of man and partly the book of God. 

The nature of this inspiration we are also taught 
by the Promises that were given to the Apostles 
respecting it. When Jesus Christ first sent out 
his Apostles to proclaim to the house of Israel that 
his kingdom was at hand, he warned them of the 
reception they were to meet with, and that they 
should be brought before governors and kings for 
his sake. At the same time, they were forbid to 
use the means which would have been necessary^ 
if in any measure they had been left to their own 
judgment He commanded them to rely entirely 
upon him, and promised them that inspiration 
which, in such situations, would be necessary for 
them : Matt. x. 19, ** But when they deliver you 
up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak ; 
for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye 
shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the 
Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you" 
Mark xiii. 11, ** But when they shall lead you and 
deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye 
shall speak, neither do ye premeditate, but whatso- 
ever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye ; 
for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.^' 
In the parallel passage, Luke xii. 12, " For the flb- 
ly Ghost shall teach you in the same hour whcU ye 
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ought to say" And again, Luke xxi. 15, " I will 
give you a mouth, and wisdom which all your ad- 
versaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist." 
Language cannot more plainly declare, that the 
words they were to utter, were to be given by in- 
spiration to the Apostles. It was the Holy Spirit 
^who was to speak by them, just as " God hath spo' 
ken hy the mouth of all his holy prophets since the 
world began,'^ Acts iii. 21. Luke i. 70. 

If this inspiration was necessary for the Apostles 
in particular passing circumstances, when they 
were brought before judges and magistrates ; and 
if, in such occasional situations, as on the day of 
Pentecost, they actually possessed it, how much 
more necessary must it have been when they were 
employed in recording the permanent laws of the 
kingdom of Christ ! It must therefore be inclu- 
ded in the declarations made by our Lord, in 
his last discourse, respecting the Comforter 
whom he was to send. And that these decla- 
rations did refer to the same inspiration, we are 
not left to conjecture; for we hear the Apostle 
Paul, when afterwards he addresses a Christian 
church, asserting that Christ spake in him. 2 
Cor. xiii. 3. When about to leave his disciples, 
Jesus says to them, John xiv. 26, " But the Com" 
forter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatso- 
ever I have said unto you" The Apostles were 
not to trust to their memories, to repeat what Jesus 
had said to them ; but all that he had said was to 
be dictated to them by the Holy Ghost. And again, 
John xiv. 13, " When he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into all truth ; for he shall 
14* 
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not speak of himself, bat whatsoever he shall hear, 
that shall he speak, and he will show you things to 
come." Afler his resurrection, Jesus Christ said 
to them, John xx. 21, ** Peace be unto you; as 
my Father hath sent me, even so send I t/ou,^' His 
last words to them on earth were these, Acts i. 8 : 
" But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you, and ye shall he witnesses 
unto me, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth" Such were the Promises given to the 
Apostles of what they were to receive, to fit them 
for that great work in which they were going to 
engage. We shall now hear their Declarations 
in respect to the fulfilment of them. 

On the day of Pentecost, Acts ii. 4, << TThey 
were all filed unth the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance" On that occasion, when speaking in 
unknown tongues, as was the case with others of 
the brethren in the Churches, 1 Cor. xiv. 13, 28, 
they must have been inspired with every word they 
spoke, according to the declaration, that ** the 
Spirit gave them utterance" When, afterwards, 
having been brought before the Jewish rulers, 
they had returned to their own company and 
prayed. Acts iv. 31, " The place was shaken 
where they were assembled together, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake 
the word of God with boldness." Paul begins his 
Epistles by designating himself an Apostle of Jesus 
Christ Thus he declares his Apostolic chacacter 
and commission from the Lord, by whom he was 
qualified for his work. We see with what author* 
ity he afterwards expresses himself: "Now unto 
him that is of power to stablish you according to 
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my Gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery which 
was kept secret since the world began, but now 
is made manifest, and by the Scriptures of the 
prophets, according to the commandment of the 
everlasting God, made known to all nations for 
the obedience of faith." — "Though we," says 
the same Apostle, Galatians i. 8, " or an angel • 
from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you 
than that which we have preached unto you, let 
:him be accursed." — " As we said before, so say I 
now again, If any man preach any other Gos- 
pel unto you than that ye have received, let him 
be accursed." — " But I certify you, brethren, 
that the Gospel which was preached of me is not 
after man. For I neither received it of man, nei- 
ther was I taught it but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ" 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10, " But, as it is written, 
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
•entered into the heart of man, the things which 
<jod hath prepared for them that love him. But 
God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit." — 
*^' Which things also we speaky not in the words 
tohich man*s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth" 1 Cor. ii. 13. Here, in making 
a general declaration of what he taught, both the 
matter and the words are declared to be from 
<Jod.* Again he says, 1 Cor. ii. 15, ** For who 

* On this verse Macknij^bt has the following^ note : — '' Words 
taught by the Holy Srriril. — From this we learn that as oAen as 
the Apostles declarea the doctrines of the Gospel, the Spirit pre- 
jentea these doctrines to their minds clothed in their own language ; 
'which, indeed, is the only way in which the doctrines of the Uos- 
pel could be presented to their minds. For men are so accustomed 
to connect ideas with words, that they always think in words. 
Wherefore, though the language in which the Apostles delivered 
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hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may 
instruct him ? but we have the mind of Christ." 
I Cor. ii. 7, " We speak the wisdom of God." 
Eph. iii. 4, ** Whereby, when ye read, ye may un- 
derstand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ, 
which in other ages was not made known unto 
the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his 
holy Apostles and Prophets by the Spirit." 2 
Cor ii. 10, "To whom ye forgive anything, I 
forgive also ; for if I forgave any thing, to whom 
I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the 
person of Christ." 2 Cor. xiii. 2, 3, ** If I come 
again, I will not spare, since you seek a proof of 
Christ speaking in mc." In 1 Cor. vii. 17, where 
some have rashly and ignorantly asserted, that the 

the doctrines of the Gospel, were really sufsested to them by the 
Spirit, it was properly Uieir own style of languag^e. This Ian* 
ffuage, in whicn the doctrines of the Gospel were revealed to the 
Apostles, and in which they delivered these doctrines to the 
world, is what St. Paul calls the form of sound wordsj which 
Timothy had heard from him, and was to bold fast. 2 Tim. i. 13. 
Every one, therefore, ou^ht to beware of altering^ or wresting^ the 
inspired lan^age of Scripture, in their expositions of the articles 
of the Christian faith. Taylor, in the sixth chapter of bis key, at 
the end, explains the verse under consideration thus:— Which 
things we speak, not in philosophical terms of human iweniioHf 
but which the Spirit teacfieth in the writings of tfie Old Testa- 
ment ; and contends, that the Apostle's meaning is, that be ex- 
pressed the Christian privileges in the very same words and 
phrases, by which the Spirit expressed the privileges of the Jew- 
ish church in the writings of the Old Testament. But if the Spirit 
suggested these words and phrases to the Jewish prophets, why 
mi^^nt he not suggest to the Apostles the words and phrases in 
wHich they communicated the Gospel revelation to the world f 
especially as there are many discoveries in the Gospel which 
could not be expressed clearly, if at all, in the words by which 
the prophets expressed the pnVilege of the Jewish church. Be- 
sides, it is evident, that when the Apostles' introduce into their 
writings the words and phrases of the Jewish prophets, they 
explain them in other words and phrases, which, no doubt, were 
suggested to them by the Spirit.'' 
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Apostle concludes with expressing a doubt wheth- 
er he was inspired or not, he says, " So ordain I 
in all churches." Such language, which is pre- 
cisely similar to that of Moses, Deut. vi. 6, would 
have been most presumptuous, unless he could 
have added, as he does a little afterwards, I Cor. 
xiv. 36, " What ! came the word of God out from 
you ? or came it unto you only ? If any man 
think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him 
acknowledge that the things that Iwnte unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord J* At the 
opening of the same Epistle, Paul had said, ** My 
speech and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power." — " We speak the wis- 
dom of God." Could any man have used such 
language unless he had been conscious that he 
was speaking the words of God ? I Thess. ii. 13, 
^* For this cause also thank we God, without ceas- 
ing, because, when ye received the word of God 
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the 
word of men, but (as it is in truth) the word of 
God." I Thess. iv. 8, " He, therefore, that de- 
spiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also 
given unto us his Holy Spirit." 1 Pet. i. 12, 
** Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto them- 
4selves, but unto us they did minister the things, 
which are now reported unto you by them that 
have preached the Gospel unto you with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaved ; which things the 
angels desire to look into." 1 Pet. i. 23, *' Being 
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of in- 
corruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth forever." 1 Pet. i. 25, " The word 
^f the Lord endureth forever. And tins is the 
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word which hy the Gospel is preached unto you." 
In referring to the instruction which they gave to 
the churches, the Apostles characterize it as their 
" commanditient," and refer to it as equivalent to 
the authority of the Holy Ghost, as in fact it was 
the same. Acts xv. 24, 28, " It seemed good to 
the Holy Ghost, and to us." Such is the inspira- 
tion by which all the penmen of the Scriptures 
wrote, and God has annexed the most solemn pro- 
hibitions against any attempt to add to, or to take 
from, or to corrupt, his Word. These warnings 
are interspersed through every part of the sacred 
volume ; and each one of them is equally applica- 
ble to the whole of it. 

In this manner that portion of the Scriptures 
called the Law is guarded : — " Fe shall not add 
unto the word which I command you, neither shaU 
ye diminish aught from it.^^ Deut. iv. 2. xii. 32. 

In the next division, sometimes called the Ha- 
giographa, it is written, ** Every word of God is 
pure : He is a shield unto them that put their trust 
in him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he re^ 
prove thee, and thou he found a liar" Prov. xxx. 
16. The last part of this threatening is infinitely 
more terrible than the first ; for transgressors may 
be reproved, and yet find mercy, but ** all liars 
shall have their part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone, which is the second death." 
Rev. xxi. 8. 

In the prophetical writings, a similar warning 
is again repeated. They are closed with an inti- 
mation, that no more prophets were to be sent, 
till the forerunner of Jehovah, who was* to 'come 
suddenly to his temple, should appear. Israel is 
then commanded to regard that revelation which 
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had been made to Moses, concerning Jesus, which 
the Prophets had been commissioned to illustrate, 
but not to alter : " Remember ye the law of Moses ^ 
my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb, 
for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.'*'* 
Mai. iv. 4. 

As, at the conclusion of the Old Testament, 
where the attention of the people of Israel is called 
to the first appearance of the Son of God, the 
Saviour, they are instructed that the prophetic* tes- 
timony to him is finished ; so, at the conclusion of 
the New Testament, where the attention of all 
men is directed to his second coming, as the final 
Judge, the canon of Scripture is closed, and a 
solemn and most awful warning is given, neither 
to add to it, nor to take from it: ^^ I testify unto 
every man that heareth the words of the prophecy 
of this book, If any than shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book; and if any man shall 
take away from the words of the book of this proph" 
ecy, God shall take away his part out of the Book 
of Life, and out of the Holy City, and from'' the 
things which are written in this book." Rev. xxii. 
18, 19. This passage, so similar to the others 
above cited, is, for the same reasons for which it 
is applicable to the Book of Revelation, applicable 
to the whole inspired volume. 

In the references that have been made above to 
many passages of Scripture, to which more of a 
similar import might have been added, the com- 
plete plenary inspiration by which both Prophets 
and Apostles spoke and wrote, has, by their own 
DECLARATIONS, bocu Unanswerably established. 
Whatever they recorded, they recorded by the 
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Spirit of God. Whether they spoke in their own 
tongue, or in tongues which they had not learned ; 
or whether they uttered prophecies which they un- 
derstood, or concerning which they acknowledged^ 
** I heard, but I understood not ; " still they spoke 
or wrote as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
And if we have seen that even the Divine Re> 
deemer himself, who is over all, God blessed for'- 
ever, when acting as the Father's servant in his 
mediatorial character, spoke, as he declares, not 
of himself, but the words of Him that sent him ; 
and that the Holy Ghost, in his office of Comforter, 
was not to speak of himself, but to speak whatso- 
ever he should hear ; — is it to be presumed that 
Prophets and Apostles should ever have been left 
to choose of themselves the words which they have 
recorded in the Scriptures] 

The words, then, which the Prophets and Apos- 
tles recorded, were the words of God, — Christ 
spake in them, — they were the words which the 
Holy Ghost taught. The word of God is the 
sword of the Spirit. Eph. vi. 17. " It is quick, 
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword." Heb. iv. 12. This word was put into the 
mouths of the Prophets and Apostles; and there- 
fore their words and commandments have all the 
authority of the words and commandments of 
God. "J stir up your pure minds fiy way of 
remembrance, that ye may be mindful of the words 
which were spoken before by the holy Prophets y and 
of the commandment of us the Apostles of the 
Lord and Saviour:' 2 Pet. iii. 1, 2. The term 
in^iration loses its meaning when an attempt is 
made to divide it between God and man. In 
what an endless perpleiuty would any man be in* 
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Yolved, who was called upon to give to each degree 
of inspiration, under which it has been supposed 
the Bible is written, that portion which belongs 
to it ! Let any one undertake the task, and he 
will soon find that he is building upon the sand. 
Yet such an attempt should have been made by 
those daring innovators, be they ancient or mod- 
ern, who have represented the sacred volume as a 
motley performance, — part of it written under an 
inspiration of suggestion or revelation, — part 
of it under an inspiration of direction, — part of 
it under an inspiration of elevation, — part of it 
under an inspiration of superintendence, — and 
part of it under no inspiration at all ! 

But why have such distinctions been intro- 
duced? Do they diminish the difficulty of our 
conceiving how the inspiration of the Holy Ghost 
is communicated to those who are the subjects 
of it? Is it easier to conceive that a meaning 
without words should be imparted to the mind of 
inan, than that it should be conveyed to him in 
words? Instead of being diminished, the diffi- 
culty is increased tenfold. But, in either case, 
we have nothing to do with difficulties; it is a 
subject which we cannot comprehend; and in 
whatever way the effisct is produced, it is our 
duty to believe what the Holy Scriptures assert, 
and not to resort to those vain speculations on the 
subject, by which men darken counsel by words 
without knowledge. Every Christian should re- 
member, that the view which he takes of the in- 
spiration of the Scriptures, is to him of the great- 
est practical importance. With what a different 
feeling must that man read the BibTe, who be- 
lieves that it is a book which partly treats of 
15 
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<' common and civil affairs/' and partly of '* things 
religious," which is partly the production of men, 
who were sometimes directed in one way, some- 
times in another, and who sometimes were not 
directed at all, and partly the production of God, 
and that it contains certain things unworthy of 
being considered as a part of divine revelation, — 
from the feeling of the Christian, who reads that 
sacred book under the solemn conviction, that its 
contents are wholly divine, and that every word 
of it is dictated by God ! In reading these words. 
Proverbs, iii. 2, " My son, despise not the chas- 
tening of the Lord, neither be weary of his correc- 
tion" — how differently must he be affected, who 
reads them as addressed to him merely by Solo- 
mon — from the man who views them as addressed 
to him by his heavenly Father, according to He- 
brews, xii. 5 ! Paul, in that Epistle, in making , 
various quotations from the Old Testament, refers 
to them expressly as the words of the Holy Ghost. 
As far as distinctions in inspiration are admitted, 
their tendency is to diminish our reverence for 
the Bible, and to exclude as much as possible the 
operation of the Spirit of God in its composition. 
In the same way men eagerly oppose the doctrine 
of a particular Providence, as one on which it is 
not ** prudent "to insist, as not ''necessary " and 
as " attended mth difficulties," while they labor to 
exclude the agency of God from the government 
of the world, and from the direction of the course 
of events, by ascribing the whole to the operation 
of what are called " the laws of nature." 

Dr. Doddridge, in his Essay on Inspiration, 
•p. 58, after desiring the reader to observe, that in 
very few instances he has allowed an error in our 
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present copies (of the Scriptures,) and that, in 
these few instances, he has imputed it to translators 
— adds, " because, as Mr, Seed very properly ex- 
presses it in his excellent sermon on this subject, 
(which, since I wrote the former part of this 
dissertation, fell into my hands,) 2i partialinsptror 
Hon is, to all intents and purposes, no inspiration 
at all: For, as he justly argues against the sup- 
position of any mixture of error in these sacred 
writings, mankind would be as much embarrassed 
to know what was inspired, and what was not, as 
they could be to collect a religion for themselves ; 
the consequence of which would be, that we are left 
just where we were, and that GOD put himself to 
a great expense of miracles to effect nothing at all ; 
a consequence highly derogatory and injurious to 
his honor." It is not a little remarkable, that 
such sentiments should thus be approved of by 
one who, in the same work, has ascribed various 
degrees of inspiration to different parts of the 
Scriptures. Let this glaring inconsistency be 
considered by those who have followed Dr. Dod- 
dridge in his unscriptural views on this subject. 

It is allowed by Dr. Doddridge, that, under what 
is called the inspiration of suggestion, " the use 
of our faculties is superseded, and God does as it 
were speak directly to the mind; making such 
discoveries to it, as it could not otherwise have 
obtained, and dictating the very words in which 
these discoveries are to be communicated toothers ; 
so that a person, in what he writes from hence, 
is no other than first the Auditor, and then (if I 
may be allowed the expression) the Secretary, of 
GOD ; as John w^ao^our Lord Jesus Christ, when 
he wrote from his sacred lips the seven Epistles 
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to the Asiatic Churches. And it is no doubt to 
an inspiration of this kind that the Book of the 
Revelation owes its original." (Doddridge, Oh 
Inspiration, page 41.) Why, then, has Dr. Dod- 
dridge supposed that any other part of the Bible 
was written under an inspiration of a different 
kind? Where did he learn this? Was it less 
necessary that the Epistles which were written 
to the other 'churches, as ''the comraandoients 
of the Lord," 1 Gor. xiv. 37, should be fully 
inspired, than for those addressed to the seven 
churches of Asia? or was it requisite that to the 
Book of Revelation a higher degree of inspiration 
should belong, than to the other books of the 
Holy Scriptures? And where, we are entitled to 
ask, do the Scriptures sanction such distinctions ? 
But if they in no part give the smallest coun- 
tenance to them, or to any thing similar, what 
right has any man to introduce them, and to 
teach what the Scriptures have not only not 
taught, but the contrary of which they have most 
explicitly taught ? To invent distinctions that 
consider some parts of the Scriptures as half 
inspired, and others as not inspired at all, and 
relating to things merely civil, is most dishonor- 
able and degrading to the Book of God, and de- 
prives Christians of all that edification which such 
passages are calculated to afford. Such distinc- 
tions, let them be made by. whom they may, are 
the offspring of presumption and folly. 

On the whole, we see the nature of that inspi- 
ration by which the Prophets and Apostles wrote. 
The manner of communicating the revelations 
might differ, Numbers xii. 6, 7, 8. They might 
be imparted in a vision, or in a dream^ or by 
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speaking mouth to mo^th ; but the result, as well 
as their certainty and authority, were the same. 
For the prophecy came not in old time by the will 
of man, but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. Neither was it the 
Apostles who spoke, but the Spirit of their Father 
who spoke in them, or by them. Let no man, then, 
venture to introduce distinctions in that inspira- 
tion by which the Word of God is written, un- 
heard of in that Word, and therefore totally un- 
warranted and unaiithorized. It is not for men 
to say, " How can these things be ? " No man 
comprehends himself either m soul or in body, 
nor can we tell how the one acts upon the other. 
And shall vain man, who " would be wise, though 
man be born like the wild ass's colt," stumble at, 
and reject, the declarations of God concerning 
that inspiration which belongs to his Word, and 
by which he makes known his pleasure ? " The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither Jt goeth." The Lord is able 
to communicate his will in whatever way he 
pleases, although we cannot trace the manner of 
his operation. In the words spoken by the ass 
of Balaam, we have an example of this communi- 
cation, through an unconscious and involuntary 
instrument. In Balaam himself we have an ex- 
ample through one who was conscious, but in- 
voluntary, in the declaration he made respecting 
Israel; in Caiaphas, through one who was vol- 
untary in what he said, but unconscious of its 
import ; and in the writers of the Scriptures, we 
have an example of agents both voluntary and con- 
0ciou8, but equally actuated by the Spirit of God. 
15 • 
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The dictating of that ^aw which is perfect, 
every jot and tittle of which was to be fulfilled, 
— of those histories which were written for the 
" admonition'' of all future generations, — of the 
institutions of that kingdom which is to endure 
forever, — and of that Word by which all shall 
be judged, was, and necessarily must have been, 
the work of perfect, that is, the work of infinite 
wisdom. Psalm xix. 7, " The law of the Lord is 
'perfect,^^ — But if certain parts of it are the words 
of men, who wrote merely under a superintendence 
which preserved them from recording what is false, 
or erroneous, these parts must, like their authors, 
be imperfect. The same would hold true respect- 
ing ail that is supposed to be written under an 
inspiration of elevation, which, whateveii; it may 
mean, could not be carried beyond that enlarge- 
ment of which the mind of man is capable. The 
Bible can only be perfect, if it be the word of 
God himself from one end to the other. But, if 
the words of the writers of it be solely their own 
words, or be they the words of Angels, Princi- 
palities, or Powers, they are imperfect, — and the 
Bible is an imperfect book. 

The perfection of the Scriptures is necessary, 
for the purpose they were intended to serve. 
" The heavens declare the glory of God ; and the 
firmament showeth his handy work." Psalm xix. 
1. ''By the things that are made" God's eternal 
power and Godhead are clearly seen, so as to 
render men "without excuse," Rom. i.'20; and 
there they leave him under condemnation. But 
" The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making- 
mse the simph: the statutes of the Lord €are 
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right, rejoicing the hedrt : the commandment of the 
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes^ It is not, 
then, by the works of creation, — it is not by his 
dealings towards either holy or fallen Angels, that 
the glory of God is fully displayed. This honor 
is reserved for the history of the incarnation of 
his Son. It is here, and here only, that mercy 
and truth meet together, that righteousness and 
peace embrace each other; — truth has sprung 
out of the earth, and righteousness has looked 
down from heaven. Here justice and judgment 
are seen to be the habitation of Jehovah's throne, 
— and mercy and truth to go before his face. 

** Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the 
skies pour down righteousness ; let the earth open^ 
and let them bring forth salvation, and let righte- 
ousness spring up together ; I the Lord have created 
it" Isaiah xlv. 8. Here is something far more 
glorious than all that ever was seen before in the 
universe of God ! It is a righteousness exalted to 
absolute perfection, and rendered infinitely glo- 
rious by the union of the divine with the human 
nature. God charged his Angels with folly, and 
the heavens are not clean in his sight ; but with 
him who wrought this righteousness, he is *' well 
pleased." 

The righteousness of Adam in innocence, or 
the righteousness of Angels in glory, was the 
righteousness of creatures, and therefore a lim- 
ited righteousness. It consisted in the love and 
service of God, which they rendered with all their 
heart and strength ; but farther it could not go. 
Their righteousness was available in the time only 
while it continued to be performed, and it might 
cease and be lost But that righteousness which 
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the skies have poured down, is a righteousness 
that is infinite, and that shall never be abolished. 
Isaiah H. 6, 8. It is a righteousness that was 
performed in a limited period of time, by Him 

who is " CALLED JeHOVAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS ; " 

but the glory of it was contemplated from eternity, 
while its efficacy extends back to the fall of man, 
and forward through all the ages of eternity. It is 
the " everlasting righteousness " whitsh the prophet 
Daniel predicted was to be brought in by the 
Messiah. It is *' the righteousness of God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ," 2 Peter i. 1, the min- 
istration of which was committed to the Apostles. 
2 Cor. iii. 9. Through eternity it shall be the 
delight of the Father, the admiration of angels, 
and the song of the redeemed. 

It is in the Bible that this righteousness is made 
known. In the Bible the Gospel is recorded, which 
is the power of God unto salvation, because there- 
in is the righteousness revealed, Rom. i. 17. The 
Bible contains the record of the eternal purpose 
of God, which he purposed in Christ Jesus, — of 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, — of the eternal 
election of Him to be the Mediator between God 
and man, and of the eternal election of his people 
in Him, — of his incarnation, humiliation, and ex- 
altation to glory. And " inasmuch as he who 
hath builded the house hath more honor than the 
house," insomuch is there a higher display of the 
glory of God, in the history contained in the Bible, 
of Him who was " God manifest in the flesh," than 
is afforded in the creation, and the discovery of all 
the other works of God in the universe, animate 
and inanimate, of which Jesus Christ is the Creator 
and the Head. ^ Hence is that preference justified 
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which is given to the Bible above them all, '* Thou 
host magnified thy word above all thy nameJ* The 
earth and the heavens shall perish, — "As a ves- 
ture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be 
changed, — But the Word of the Lord endureth 
forever. And this is the Word which by the GoS' 
pel is preached unto you J' 

Such, then, is the perfection of the Bible, for 
the writing of which, the most complete inspiration 
was absolutely indispensable, in order that it should 
be entirely the word and the work of God, — in 
thought, — in meaning, — in style, — in expression, 
— in every part, and in the strictest sense, the word 
or voice of God to man. Ea'ch part is necessary 
in its place to complete the whole, — and if any 
one part were wanting, however inconsiderable it 
may appear, that absolute perfection, that complete 
adaptation to the end proposed, which belong to 
the Book of God, would be destroyed. 

Christians ought to beware of giving up in the 
smallest degree the inspiration of the Bible. That 
precious deposit is now delivered to their keeping, 
as the first portion of it was committed to the Jews. 
The Jews were constituted the '* witnesses " of Je- 
hovah, Isaiah xliii. 10, 12 ; until the time arrived, 
when, in his sovereign pleasure, he appointed other 
*' witnesses.'' Acts i. 8. The nation of Israel was 
his peculiar treasure, — a holy nation, Exodui 
xix. 5, 6; till, by their final rejection of his Son, 
they forfeited that title, and he gave his vineyard 
to other husbandmen. Matt. xxi. 41. They pos- 
sessed the peculiar name which he had conferred 
on them, till the prophecy concerning it was ful-' 
filled, when it was lefl " for a curse," Isaiah Ixv. 
15; and when a new name was bestowed on those 
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who were henceforward to be acknowledged as 
the people of God. Acts xi. 26. 1 Peter iv. 16. 
Having become the depositaries of the whole vol- 
ume of inspiration, let Christians regard it with 
the same unshaken fidelity, with which, before 
being completed, ** the words which the Lord 
of Hosts sent in his Spirit by the former proph- 
ets" Zechariah vii. 7, 12, were preserved by the 
JetDS. Let them not weaken by vain reasonings 
the impression produced upon their minds by the 
testimony of the Bible itself, concerning its full 
inspiration in every part, nor substitute for it a 
book which, in their imagination, is only partially 
inspired, — which contains sometimes the words of 
God, and sometimes the words of men, who spake 
not as they were moved by theHoly Ghost, but who 
were only preserved from error, or who wrote 
" as any other plain and faithful men might do." 
By such sentiments, the offspring of philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ, has 
the Bible been degraded, and its high title to the 
designation of " the oracles of God " made void. 
In opposition to these heretical opinions, be they 
ancient or modern, let every disciple of Him 
whose command it is to " search the Scriptures," 
regard it as 2l faithful saying, and not liable to 
doubtful interpretations, that "All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness ; thcU the man of God may 
he perfect ^ thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works" 
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EXTRACT FROM DR. WOODS'S LECTURE 

ON THE NATURE AND EXTENT OP 

INSPIRATION. 



There are many who recognize no higher 
agency in the production of the Scriptures, than 
that of man. But if we regard the sacred vol- 
ume as sustaining the character which the writers 
themselves attribute to it, we shall at once recog- 
nize in its production an intelligence and influence 
truly divine. The exercise of this divine influ- 
ence upon the sacred writers is what we mean by 
inspiration, 

I shall not stop to reason with those who ques- 
tion either the power of God to aflbrd men the 
supernatural guidance and aid here supposed, or 
the importance of such aid to enable them to give 
the necessary instruction on the subject of reli- 
gion ; nor with those who are insensible, how ut- 
terly dark, and wretched, and hopeless, must have 
been the state of the world, had not a book been 
written under the direction of an omniscient mind. 
We must surely entertain very low conceptions of 
what the human mind would have been likely to 
accomplish without a divine revelation, when we 
find that, even in the enjoyment of such a reve- 
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lation, it is so difficult to avoid the most errone- 
ous and hurtful opinions, and to obtain any clear 
apprehensions of divine truth. 

To all Christians, the doctrine of divine in- 
spiration must appear exceedingly desirable and 
important. A full persuasion that those writings, 
on which they depend for all saving knowledge, 
had a divine original, must be full of comfort. 
" If the Apostles did not enjoy that higher divine 
influence, called inspiration, we might," says Dr. 
Knapp, ** be easily disturbed by the doubt, whether 
they rightly understood and taught this and the 
other doctrine of the Christian religion ; whether, 
for example, their faithful attachment to Christ, 
their love to his person, and high reverence for 
his character, did not betray them unintentionally 
and unconsciously into mistaken and exaggerated 
views concerning his person, his divinity, and his 
glory in his state of exaltation. It would be easy 
in this way, if rK> inspiration of the Bible were 
admitted, to render doubtful the most important 
doctrines of Christianity. This is what has been 
done, especially in modern times, by those who 
deny inspiration." 

The definition which the excellent author just 
quoted gives of inspiration, is perhaps as correct 
as any which has been given. He says, " It may 
be best defined, according to the representation 
of the Scriptures tliemselves, as an extraordinary 
divine agency upon teachers while giving instruct 
Hon, whether oral or written, hy which they were 
taught what and how they should write or speak'* 
We may express the same thing, substantially, 
in another form, and say, that in writing the 
Scriptures, the sacred penmen were perfectly under 
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divine guidance ; or, they wrote as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost, 

' Various distinctions have been made in regard 
to tlie kinds and degrees of inspiration afforded to 
the sacred writers. But it ought to be remem- 
bered, that the sacred writers themselves nowhere 
make any such distinction. They declare that all 
Scripture is divinely inspired. This implies that 
the writers of Scripture were constantly under the 
guidance of the Spirit. It seems, therefore, more 
agreeable to the views which the Scripture itself 
expresses, and more favorable to its influence, to 
say, that the sacred writers were so guided by the 
divine Spirit, that, in every part of their work, 
they were rendered infallible, and wrote just what 
God willed they should write ; so that the sacred 
volume entirely answers to the mind of God, and 
has nothing, either as to matter or form, which he 
did not see to be suited to the great object of a 
divine reveUUion, 

In some cases we may perhaps find it convenient 
to speak of the influence which God exercised over 
inspired men, as a divine superintendency ; in other 
cases, as a divine suggestion. But, in general, I 
see no necessity for such a distinction, and no 
advantages likely to result from it. I therefore 
prefer a definition which has nothing to do with 
the particular manner of divine operation in this 
work, and which represents inspiration, simply^ 
05 a supernatural guidance or assistance of the 
Spirit afforded to the sacred writers, that divine 
guidance having been such as entirely to guard' 
them against error, and to lead them to write just 
what God saw to be smted to accomplish the ends 
ofrevdatitm. If God would have them make a 
16 
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record, for future use, of what was at the time 
generally known, he influenced them to make such 
a record. If he would have them predict future 
events, or teach doctrines or precepts never taught 
before, be influenced them to do this. And uni- 
versally, whatever God would have them do as 
sacred writers, he prompted them to undertake, 
and assisted them to accomplish, in every case 
granting them just such assistance as the end he 
had in view required. 

Some have supposed, that the influence which 
inspired men had, related exclusively to the thoughts 
or conceptions of their own minds. But this suppo- 
sition seems to me not accordant with what the in- 
spired writers themselves advance on the subject. 

As they nowhere limit the divine influence which 
they enjoyed to the conceptions of their own minds, 
neither would 1 do it. And as there are some texts 
which clearly imply that the divine guidance afibrd- 
ed to inspired men, had a respect to their language, 
how can I entertain any further doubt? And I 
find myself still more satisfied by considering the 
cases, in which the apostles and other Christians 
were miraculously assisted to speak with other 
tongues; because, in all these cases, the agency 
of the Spirit related directly to the language they 
used. The very fact necessarily implies this* 

The general doctrine of inspiration, understciod 
in any proper sense, seems clearly to imply, that the 
divine influence which the Prophets and Apostles 
enjoyed, must have pertained, in some way, to the 
manner in which they communicated divine truth. 
For can we suppose that God moved his servants 
to write a particular doctrine or fact, and yet did 
not influence them to write it in a suitable man- 
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ner ? — that, after prompting them to communicate 
something of consequence, he so abandoned them, 
that they were liable, as every man without divine 
assistance is, to fall into mistakes, or to make the 
communication in a manner less proper in itself, 
and less agreeable to the mind of God, than some 
other? 

One argument which has been urged against the 
supposition that divine inspiration had a respect 
to language, is, that the language employed by the 
inspired writers exhibits no marks af a divine in- 
terference, but is perfectly conformed to the genius 
and taste of the writers. 

The fact here alleged is admitted. But how 
does it support the opinion of those who allege 
it? Is it not evident, that God may exercise a 
perfect superintendency over inspired writers as 
to the language they use, and yet each one of 
them write in his own style, and in all respects 
according to his own taste? May not God give 
such aid to his servants, that, while using their, 
own style, they will certainly be secured against 
all mistakes, and exhibit the truth with perfect 
propriety? It is unquestionable, that Isaiah, and 
Paul, and John, might be under the entire direc- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, even as to language, and, 
at the same time, that each one of them might 
write in his own manner ; and that the peculiar 
manner of each might be adapted to answer an 
important end ; and that the variety of style, thus 
introduced into the sacred volume, might be suited 
to excite a livelier interest in the minds of men, 
and to secure to them a far greater amount of 
good, than could ever have beeli derived from any 
one mode of writing. The great variety existing 
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among men as to their natural talents, and their 
peculiar manner of thinking and writing, may, in 
this way, be turned to account in the work of 
revelation, as well as in the concerns of common 
life. Now, is it not clearly a matter of fact, that 
God has made use of this variety, and given the 
Holy Spirit to men, differing widely from each other 
in regard to natural endowments, and knowledge, 
and style, and employed them, with all 'their vari- 
ous gifts, as agents in writing the Holy Scriptures? 
And what color of reason can we have to suppose, 
that the language which they used was less under 
the divine direction on account of this variety, 
than if it had been perfectly uniform through- 
out? 

To prove that divine inspiration had no respect 
to the language of the sacred writers, it is further 
alleged, that even the same doctrine is taught and 
the same event described in a different manner by 
different writers. 

This fact also is admitted. But how does it 
prove that inspiration had no respect to language? 
Is not the variety alleged a manifest advantage, as 
to the impression which is likely to be made upon 
the minds of men ? Is not testimony, which i6 
substantially the same, always considered as enti- 
tled to higher credit, when it is given by diflferent 
witnesses, in different language and in a different 
order ? And is it not perfectly reasonable to sup- 
pose, that, in making a revelation, God would have 
respect to the common principles of human na«> 
ture and human society, and would exert his in- 
fluence and control over inspired men in such a 
manner, that, by exhibiting the same doctrines and 
facts in different ways^ they should make a more 



d by Google 



AFPENDDL 185 

Objectioiu considered. 



salutary impression, and should more effectually 
compass the great ends of a revelation ? 

Ail I have to advance on this part of the subject 
may be summed up in these two positions. First ; 
the variety of manner apparent among different 
inspired writers, even when treating of the same 
subjects, is far better suited to promote the object 
of divine revelation, than a perfect uniformity. 
Second ; it is agreeable to our worthiest concep- 
tions of God, that he should make use of the best 
means for the accomplishment of his designs; and 
of course, that he should impart the gift of inspi- 
ration to men of different tastes and habits as to 
language, and should lead them, while writing the 
Scriptures, to exhibit all the variety of manner 
naturally arising from the diversified character of 
their minds. 

But there is another argument, perhaps the most 
plausible of all, against supposing that inspiration 
had any respect to language ; which is, that the 
supposition of a divine influence in this respect is 
wholly unnecessary ; that the sacred writers ^ having ' 
the requisite information in regard to the subjects 
on which they were to write, might, so far as Ian' 
guage is concerned, he left entirely to their own 
judgment and fidelity. 

But this view of the subject is not satisfactory ; 
for whatever may be said as to the judgment and 
fidelity of those who wrote the Scriptures, there 
is one important circumstance which cannot be 
accounted for, without supposing them to have 
enjoyed a guidance above that of their own minds ; 
namely, that they were infallibly preserved from 
every mistake or impropriety in the manner of 
writing. If we should admit that the divine su- 
16 • 
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perintendence and guidance afforded to the in* 
spired writers had no relation at all to the manner 
in which they exhibited either doctrines or facts, 
bow easily might we be disturbed with doubts, in 
regard to the propriety of some of their represen- 
tations ! We should most certainly consider them 
as liable to all the inadvertencies and mistakes, to 
which uninspired men are commonly liable ; and 
we should think ourselves perfectly justified in 
undertaking to charge them with faults as to style^ 
and to show how their language might have been 
improved; and, in short, to treat their writings 
just as we treat the writings of Shakspeare and 
Addison. " Here," we might say, " Paul was 
unfortunate in the choice of words ; and here his 
language does not express the ideas which he 
must have intended to convey. Here the style of 
John was inadvertent; and here it was faulty ; and 
h€fre it would have been more agreeable to the 
nature, of the subject, and would have more ac- 
curately expressed the truth, had it been altered 
thus.'' If the language of the sacred writers did 
not in any way come under the inspection* of the 
Holy Spirit, and if they were left, just as other 
writers are, to their own unaided faculties in re* 
gard to every thing which pertained to the manner 
of writing, — then, evidently, we might use the 
same freedom in animadverting upon their style, 
as upon the style of other writers. But who could 
treat the volume of inspiration in this manner, 
without impiety and profaneness? And rather 
than make any approach to this, who would not 
choose to go to an excess, if there could be aa 
excess, in reverence for the Word of God ? 
Besides what has been said, I have a strong 
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objection to the principle which is involved in the 
reasoning now under consideration. For if we 
may deny that the divine guidance, afforded to the 
sacred writers, had any respect to their language, 
on the pretence, that they were able to write with- 
out it, and so that the divine guidance was tin* 
necessary ; we may, on the same pretence, deny 
that the divine guidance had any respect to the 
greater part of the subjects on which they wrote. 

Let us briefly examine the subject, as it is pre- 
sented in the Holy Scriptures, and see whether we 
find sufficient reason to affirm that inspiration had 
no relation to language. 

First, The apostles were the subjects of such a 
divine inspiration as enabled them to speak mth 
ether tongues. Here, as I have already remarked, 
inspiration related directly to language. 

Secondly, It is evident that, in some instances, 
inspired men had not in their own minds a clear 
understanding of the things which they spake or 
wrote. One instance of this, commonly referred 
to, is the case of Daniel, who heard and repeated 
what the Angel said, though he did not understand 
it. Dan. xii. 7 — 9. This has also been thought 
to be in some measure the case with the prophets 
referred to, 1 Peter i. 10 — 12. And is there not 
reason to think this may have been the case with 
many of the prophetic representations contained 
in the Psalms, and many of the symbolic rites of 
the Mosaic institute ? Various matters are found 
ki the Old Testament, which were not intended so 
much for the benefit of the writers, or their con- 
temporaries, as for the benefit of future ages. In 
such cases, if the opinion above stated is correct, 
inspired men were led to make use of expressioiiSy 
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the meaning of which they did not fully understand. 
And according to this view, it would seem that 
the guidance of the Spirit which they enjoyed, 
must have related rather to the words, than to the 
sense. 

Thirdly, Those who deny that the divine in- 
fluence afforded to the sacred writers had any 
respect to language, can find no support from the 
texts which most directly relate to the subject of 
inspiration. The passage, 2 Pet. i. 21, is a re- 
markable one. It asserts that *' holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 
There is surely nothing here, which limits the 
divine influence to the conceptions of their minds. 
They were moved by the Holy Ghost to speak or 
write, 2 Tim. iii. 16. ** All Scripture is divine- 
ly inspired." J)oes this text afford any proof that 
the divine influence granted to the inspired pen- 
men was confined to their inward conceptions, and 
had no respect to the manner in which they ex- 
pressed their conceptions? What is Scripture? 
Is it divine truth conceived in the mind, or divine 
truth written ? 

In Heb. i. 1, it is said that '<God spake to the 
fathers by the prophets." Does this afford any 
proof, that the divine guidance which the proph- 
ets enjoyed related exclusively to the conceptions 
of their own minds, and had no respect to the 
manner in which they communicated those con- 
ceptions? Must we not rather think the meaning 
to be, that God influenced the prophets to utter, 
or make known, important truths ? And how could 
they do this, except by the use of proper words ? 

I have argued in favor of the inspiration of the 
Apostles firom their commission. They were sent 
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by Christ to teach the truths of religion in his 
stecLd, It was an arduous work, and in the exe- 
cution of it they needed and enjoyed much di- 
vine assistance. But forming right conceptions 
of Christianity in their own minds, was not the 
great work assigned to the Apostles. If the divine 
assistance reached only to this, it reached only to 
that which concerned them ^lS private men, and 
which they might have possessed, though they had 
never been commissioned to teach others. As 
Apostles, they were to preach the Gospel to all 
who could be brought to hear it, and to make a 
record of divine truth for the benefit of future 
ages. Now, is it at all reasonable to suppose 
that the divine assistance afforded them had no 
respect to their main business, and that, in the 
momentous and difficult work of communicating 
the truths of religion, either orally, or by writing, 
they were left to themselves, and so exposed to all 
the errors and inadvertencies of uninspired men? 
But our reasoning does not stop here. For that 
divine assistance, which we might reasonably sup- 
pose would have been granted to the Apostles in 
the work of teaching divine truth, is the very thing 
which Christ promised them. Matt. x. 19, 20. 
" When they shall deliver you up, take no thought 
how or what ye shall speak ; for it shall be given 
you in the same hour what ye shall speak. For 
it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your 
Father that speaketh in you." This promise, as 
Knapp says, implies, that *' divine assistance should 
extend not only to what they should say, but to the 
manner in which , they should say it." It is not, 
however, to be understood as implying, that the 
apostles were not rational and voluntary agents in 
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the discharge of their office. But it implies that, 
m consequence of the influence of the Spirit to 
be exercised over them, they should say what God 
would have them to say, without any liability to 
mistake, either as to matter or manner. 

From the above-cited promise, taken in con- 
nection with the instances of its accomplishment 
which are recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, it 
becomes evident, that God may exert his highest 
influence upon his servants, so as completely to 
guide them in thought and in utterance, in regard 
to subjects which lie more or less within the prov^ 
ince of their natural faculties. For in those 
speeches of the Apostles which are left on record, 
we 'find that most of the things which they de- 
clared, were things which, for aught that appears, 
they might have known, and might have expressed 
to others, in the natural exercise of their own fac- 
ulties. This principle being admitted, and kept 
steadily in view, will relieve us of many difficulties 
in regard to the doctrine of inspiration. 

1 Cor. ii. 12, 13, is very far from favoring the 
opinion, that inspiration had no respect whatever 
to their language, or that it related exclusively 
to their thoughts. <* Which things we speak, not 
in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth." The Apostle's 
language, or manner of teaching, was the thing to 
which the divine influence particularly referred. 
Storr and Flatt give the following interpretation 
of this text : " Paul," they say, " asserts that the 
doctrines of Christianity were revealed to him by 
the almighty agency of God himself; and finally, 
that the inspiration of the divine Spirit extended 
even to his words, and to all his exhibitions of 



d by Google 



APPENDIX. 191 



ObjectioM considered. 



revealed truths." They add, that " Paul clearly 
distinguishes between the doctrine itself, and the 
manner in which it is communicated." 

If, afler all, it should be thought by any to be 
an objection to the views I have expressed, that 
there is no appearance of any thing superhuman, 
Of preternatural, in the language of Scripture, I 
would ask, what appearance of this there could be. 
on the supposition that the divine Spirit actually 
superintended, or even prompted, the language 
employed. The language, in order to answer the 
end, must still be human. The modes of speech, 
the figures, and every thing relating to the style, 
must be conformed to common usage. They must 
be so, even if God himself should make a commu- 
nication directly y by uttering a voice from heaven. 
Such a direct communication he actually made in 
the testimony he gave to Christ at his baptism. 
And he made a direct communication in another 
form, when he wrote the ten commandments on 
tables of stone. And yet, in both of these, the 
language was, in all respects, according to common 
usage. Why, then, should it not be so, where he 
makes a communication through human agency? 
Why should we suppose he would depart from the 
common modes of speech? And admitting that 
the common modes of speech are used, why should 
we suppose that God would set aside the natural 
powers of the writers, and would make thoughts 
and words for them, without any use of their 
minds, or their organs of speech? Far be it 
from us to entertain so strange and senseless an 
imagination. 
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A MANUAL OF THE CHALDEE LANGUAGE; 

containing a Chaldee Grammar, cbiefly f^om the German of Profe». 
0or G. B. Winer ; A Cbretstomathy, consisting of Selections from tbe 
Tarf^ms, and inchidiiig tlie whole of the Biblical Chaldee, witb 
Notes ; and a Vocabulary, adapted to tbe Chrestomathy. With an 
Appendix of the Rabbinical character and style. By Elias Riogs, 
A< M* 

THE GREEK TESTAMENT, with English Note*, 

Critical, Philological, and Exegetical, partly selected and arranged 
from tbe best Commentators, ancient and modern, hut chieflv origi- 
nal ; the whole being specially adapted to tbe use of Academical 
Students, Candidates for the Sacred Office, and Ministers of Um 
Gospel ; although also Intended as a Manual Edition for the use of 
Theological Readers in seneral. By tbe Rev. S. T. Bloompislo, 
D.D., F. S. A.t Vicar of Bisbrooke, Rutland, (England.) 

THE GREEK PRIMITIVES of the Messieurs De 

Port Royal. To which are added Rules for Derivuion, or the 
Formation of Words. Selected principally from Buttnian's Greek 
Grammar. 

CICERONIS SELECTiE QUiEDAM EPISTOL^B. 

Accediint Notulv et illustrationes Anglicae. In usum Schoiarum. 
Cura M. L. Hurlbcrt. 

THip POEMS OF CATULLUS ; selected and pre- 

pared for rhe use of Schools and Colleges. By F. M. Hubbard, 
Teacher of a Classical School, Boston. 

SELECT LETTERS OF PLINY THE YOUNGER; 

with Notes illustrative of the Manners, Customs, and Lawa of t]i« 
AaciAnt RooiaDf. For the nsa of S«bool«. 
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DILLiAWAY'S L.ATIN CLASSICS. 

L— CICERO DE SENECTUTE ET DE AMIOTIA, 

ex editionibiii Oliveti et £rneati. Accedunt Note Anglkc. CuilL 
C. K. DiLLAWAT, A. M. Editio Secunda. 

n.— CICERO DE OFFICIIS, Accedunt Notte An- 

Klicc. 

UL and IV.--CICERO DE ORATORE. Accedunt 

Notn Anglicie. 

v.— P. TERENTII ANDRIA ADELPHIdUE. Ex 

edUioiie WeBterliovianl. Accedunt NoUe Anglicie. 

IN PRESS, 

VL— C. CORNELH TACITI 6ERMANIA ET 

A6RIC0LA. Ex editione Jer. Jac. Oberlini. Accedunt Note 
Anglicc. 

In addition to the above, the series will probably contain 
one volume of Plautos, two volumes of Quinctilian, and the 
remaining works of Cicero, in eight volumes. 

The following are selected from many notices of this series 
which have appeared : — 

From th» JVortik ^nuriean Remeu, Jamucrff 1838. 
** The lovera of Latin are under obligations to Mr. Dfllaway for his 
very neat and comniodioua editions of Cicero. Many will be tempted 
to read these pretty volumes who might not feel courage enough to un- 
dertake the task of perusing a less convenient edition ; and many will 
purchase these interesting treatises, as they appear separately and at a 
moderate price, who would have been repelled by the labor and expense 
of going through the * Opera omnia.' The form much resembles that 
of the Regent's edition, being very neat, and printed with remarkable 

correctness We trust that Mr. Dillaway will continue his labors 

in this branch, feeling sure that, if he goes on as he has begun, he will 
render good service to the cause of the classics in our country.'* 

FSrom the Chnatian JSzommsr, S^iemberf 1837. 
** These volumes may be nambered among the best specimens which 
have come under our notice, of what school editions of the classics 
ought to be. The generally received text of Olivet and Ernesti has been 

adopted in both cases The Notes, which make about a third of 

sacn volume, are drawn up with much care, Judgment, and tasls.'* 
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Fnm th9 CkrisUan Eacmiimtr, S^iembtr, 1837. 

** Theae ▼olumes may be numbered among tbe best fpeciroeof which 
kave come under our notice, of what school editions of the classlci 
ought to4)e. The generally received text of Olivet and Ernesti has been 

adopted in both cases Tbe Notes, which make about a third o( 

each volume, are drawn up with much care, Judgment, and taste ; theb 
design being to explain allusions, resolve unusual and blind construe 
tions, and point out nice shades of meaning, without Interfering, how 
ever, with the province of the lexicographer, or involving the student 
in philological questions for which he is not prepared, or drawing away 
his attention to irrelevant topics. The appearance of the page is also 
fkir and inviting, and the mechanical execution in all respects satisfac* 
tory ; and yet the whole is afforded at a price considerably less than was 
paid, not many years ago, for the coarse and dingy daas-boolcs then 
used in our academies and colleges. 

" The two volumes before us. we observe, are printed and bound so 
as to matchi and we understand it is Mr. Dillaway's purpose to add to 
the series — a purpose which we hope he will find opportunity and 
encouragement to lealize." 

JVsm tiks BtbUeol RepotUoriff October, 1837. 
" The latter of these works (De Officiis) has long been studied in 
most of the colleges and higher seminaries of Mew England. The 
treatises contained in the other, (De Senectute et de Amlcitia,) though 
hardly less valuable, have not, we believe, been so generally used as 
text-books, but are much read in private. Mr. Dillaway has done a 
good service to the cause of classical learning, and of good taste and 
sound morals, in givinc these editions to the public. They are fairly 
adapted to the study of youth by the excellence of their style and the 
purity of their sentiments. A young man can hardly rise ftom the 
perusal of them, without feeling a certain elevation of thought, and 
fltrengUiening of virtuous purposes ; while, as specimens of pure lan- 
guage and fair writing, they cannot be too carefully studied 

The editor has well done what he has underUken to do. The Notes 
are accurate, in good taste, and well illustrate the text." 

JEstrcef Aom a LeOar ^ Frvf, J, L, Khigdet, ^ Tale CoUege. 
" I have lead over the volume, (De Senectute et de Amieitia,) and it 
appears to me to be edited with great care and good Judgment. The 
typography Is uncommonly neat and correct." 

Eadraa firem a Lettgr^Mlev. John P, Ckameke, PrendaU ^ 8t. Mary*t * 
CeUege^ Baltimore, 
** I received from you, some time ago, your edition of Cicero de Se- 
nectute and De Ofliciis. I shall probably introduce them into thia 
College at the next session." 

JVsM a Lstter ^ Jtse. WWmx fUfc, D. D., PrendMi ^ the WuUfmi 

VnhuroHif, 

. . . . *< I ain highly pleased with your neat edition of Cicero d« 

Orator* The editorial and mechanical axecution will, I 

think, veoomamiAthe work to the pabllc*> 
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Estnstfi^im a LeUerqfRev. Justin Edwards, D, D., PrssUmd ^fJtmdmMr 
TkeslogiaU Siimwary. 
. . . . " The execution of the work is ranh u does great eredk |p tkm 
•dltor mnd the printers." 

JVom Rsv. Franeia WayUmd, D. D., President iff Brown Vnhersitif. 

'* I rejoice to jierceive that your efforts are continued in this moat 
important field of literary lalwr. Few worlds need ^judicious notes 
more than this one, (Cicero de Oratore ;) and for want of them and in 
Gonpeqii(>nce of the very inferior editions which have been publishecl 
in this country heretofore, I believe it has been read much leas than it 
deserve.^. 1 have no doubt that it will supersede all the other forms in 
which this treatise has been presented to the public, and I shall £^1 ii 
my duty to recommend it whenever it may be in my power.'* 

Prom the Annals of Education. By Prqf. E. A, Jlndr^u, 
** Among the philosophical writings of Cicero, there are prQbabl> 
none so generally read, or so justly admired, as his treatises on Ofd Ag** 
and Friendship; and it is remarkable that, until the present time, n<^ 
good edition of these works has issued from the American press. The 
only distinct edition of these essays which has been published for many- 
years in Englaild, so far as we are informed, is that of E. H. Barker, 
which, th<iugb abounding, like the other works of the same editor, in 
evidences of extensive research and profound scholarship, is not well 
adapted to the use of the comro9n classical student. It is therefore 
with peculiar satisfaction that we welcome this edition, enriehad aa it 
H by the editorial labors of Mr. Dtllaway." 

From, tke Ckristian Register, 
** We have given to the present work (De Senectnte et de Amicitia) 
some examination, and cannot refrain from expressing high approba- 
tion of the manner in which the editor has performed his important 
Jask. The mo»t diUcult part of his labor was the preporation of the 
Tfotes. This he has executed with great skill, accuracy, and Judgment. 
.... Mr. Dillaway is particularly wen fitted for the work he has 
yndertaken, iiavhig bad ample experience as instructor ia the first 
classical school in our country." 

f^om the Christisn Review. 
* " This is a very neat edition of Cicero's treatise De OfBciia. The 
text is printed in a clear, handsome type, leaded, and so divided into 
sections and marked with figures along the mai^ln, as to make the 
book convenient for recitations. The English notes of the editor 
appear to be correct and Judicious, affording Just the kind of aid which 
the students need, without encumbering them with help. Tha saoM 
editor haf published similar editions of Cicero's book De Oratore, and 

af the baautifiil little e>«aysDeSeneetuteetdeAmioitia Tbesa 

books are evidences of a widely-spread taste for classical learning, and 
they are wall adapted to foster it. Believing that a Jndicioas study of 
the classics is a valuable means of mental discipline, and ia eapabla. 
nnder the directfon of a wise teacher, of being made aa inscrumant of 
moral instruction, we look witk pleaaoia en avaiy iaileatkNa af • 
growing love for the study." 
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